March, 2016

Vol. CIX No. 2

“Growing Together in Peace”

Semi Annual Congregational Meeting
Peace Memorial Church
March 13, 2016
Presentation of Annual Reports
10:45 a.m. In the Sanctuary

Holy Week Schedule
2016

March 20—Palm Sunday
Confirmation
Communion for Confirmands
9:30 a.m. Worship

March 24—Maundy Thursday
Communion
1 p.m. Peace Residences
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

You are Invited to
A Workshop With
Pastor Phil
Saturday, April 2nd
2 p.m.—4 p.m.

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 13th
Be sure to set your
clocks ahead one hour
March 25—Good Friday
Tennebrae
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Preparing the
Way for Our
Next Called
Pastor

April 5—Easter
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Worship
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Preparing the Way
By Rev. Philip Price
What a treat it has been to get to know you and to serve in ministry with you! Thank
you so much for your support, care, cards, thoughts and prayers as Vicki continues to
mend and heal. Your concern has meant so much to us.
It’s hard to believe that almost two months have already gone by since we began this
journey together. We have met, talked, prayed and shared the story and concerns of
this church. We have more talking, praying, sharing and working to do. Remember,
our task during this “in between time,” is to “prepare the way” for your next called
minister. We claimed the words of the prophet Isaiah to smooth out the bumpy parts
and to straighten dangerous curves, so that your next called pastor isn’t dealing with
challenges and unnecessary difficulties and can focus on the growth goals and
ministry goals of the church.
Here are some of the things that I’ve heard from you that we need to spend time with:
Worship. Specifically the music mix. Music is such an important aspect of worship. In the act of singing we are truly
TOGETHER in a way that allows us for a brief moment to transcend our individuality and separateness and be of one
mind, one voice and one body. Because music goes so deep into our souls and creates such rich associations we can
have very strong feelings about which songs or hymns should or shouldn’t be included. There is, and always has been, a
tension between singing the old favorites and the biblical imperative to, “Sing a new song unto the Lord. . .” I am so
thankful for our music staff, our choir and those who offer their musical gifts on the Praise Team. I am confident that
with sensitivity, flexibility, grace and thoughtfulness we will be able to find our voice musically and offer a worship
experience that is moving, connecting, vibrant and relevant. I will be working with our Staff, Choir, Praise Team,
Worship Committee and any other interested people to move us in that direction.
Growth. How to attract new members. We will have to look at and understand, what happened? Can we identify things
that happened, societal trends, missed opportunities, etc., etc., that have brought us to where we are today? What do we
need to do to change course?
We have exciting work to do! Please put Saturday April 2, 2:00 - 4:00 pm on your calendars. I will be leading a
workshop on these matters and it is very important that you be part of the discussion.
Blessings and Peace,
Phil
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Conﬁrmation 2016
Sunday, March 20
Jeﬀrey Korbi
Cassidy Medyk
Ma ison Schneider
Nicholas Signore

One Great Hour Of Sharing March 6th
One Great Hour of Sharing® is the Lenten Offering of the United Church of
Christ that supports disaster, refugee, and development actions.
In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes of
war, famine, and natural disasters, the Church is called to reclaim the spiritual
discipline of solidarity. As natural, economic, and political forces disrupt and
uproot communities, the Church is called to stand in solidarity with those who
seek to move beyond the trauma of displacement toward a promise of healing
and peace.
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, we, as the body of Christ,
have opportunity and power to help those who are living in despair as refugees. If refugees had the choice to return home, many would not have a place
to return because their home most likely as been destroyed—either burned,
severely damaged, or is still an unsafe place to live.
This year as you consider your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, for one moment, think of what it would be like to not have a place to call
home, and then make your very best gift.

Life Line Screening to Offer Screenings on
Friday, April 8, 2016 at
Peace Memorial Church

Peace Memorial Church is pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life
Line Screening, a leading provider of community–based preventive health
screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health
screenings on Friday, April 8, 2016. Five screenings will be offered that scan
for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading
cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured
aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke
risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk
of osteoporosis. Register for Package 1 which includes all 4 vascular tests for
$139 or Package 2 which includes the 4 vascular tests plus the osteoporosis
screening for $149. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. See
the enclosed flyer for more information. To pre-register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off either of the two vascular packages, please call 1
-888-653-6450.
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Easter Lilies and
Memorials
Easter lilies are
available to order
through the church
office that will be
placed around the
altar on Easter
morning. The cost
is $13.00 and
includes
foil
wrapping and a
bow.. The pink forms for ordering
may be found in the church office or
on the Information Counter in the
Narthex. Lily orders are due to the
office by March 14th with payment.
Easter memorials need to be into
the church office by Sunday March
21st to be included in the Easter
program.

“Pause and Ponder”
An infinite question is often
destroyed by finite answers. To
define everything is to annihilate
much that gives us laughter and joy.
Madeline L’Engle

More on Mental Illiness
By Vera Bayer
The following is an excerpt from an article written by Brenden McLean,
NAMI Communications Manager in the Spring, 2015, issue of NAMI Advocate titled, “What Does It Mean to Have a Mental Illness?’ This month I am
continuing to write what children had to say because it is important for us to
know how children feel when they know they are different when they know
they have a mental illness.
It means having a unique way of processing information. It means having to
prioritize differently than others—Stephanie
It means I have challenges many others will never, every experience. It
means I am so much stronger and resilient than those others as well. It means
I need to continue to learn how to manage symptoms. It means there is darkness and light. It means acceptance of the uniqueness of who I am—Bev
It means you are a human being and should be treated as a human being.
You are not a DSM diagnosis—Tania
It means that something is off in my biology and it affects my functioning at
times. It does not define me—Allison
It means struggling to understand yourself while also being mindful that
others are at the same time, struggling to understand you and the world you
live in, which is very different from theirs—Cassandra
It means accepting with as much grace as possible that my brain doesn’t
always work the way I want it to, and that some days, living is extra hard
work—Melissa
If you are in need of help, remember the following places:
1.
2.
3.

NAMI Southwest (708) 425-0925 for support, education and advocacy for persons with mental illness and their families.
Metropolitan Family Services Southwest (708) 974-2300 for counseling and
mental health services.
Emergency Mental Healthcare Center (708) 331-0500 for 24/7 emergency mental
health care.

Mark Your Calendar!
The semi-annual
Rummage Sale will be
Thursday, April 28th.
You may bring in items
anytime during the month
of April.
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Columbarian and Garden
Peace Memorial Church’s Columbarium, which is a place designated for the
inurnment of ashes or cremains, is located just outside of Zion Hall. It was
originally installed on August 16, 2006. The benches were added later and the
doves on the top were installed in April of 2013. The columbarium was a gift
from Dwight and Dorothy Rhoades. Our Columbarium is free standing and
has 72 niches. There are six sides to the Columbarium: Peace, Hope, Love,
Wisdom, Faith and Charity with 12 niches on each.
Each of the niches can hold 1 or 2 urns. Presently there are 22 niches sold.
If you or a family member is interested in learning more about purchasing a
niche please talk to a member of the committee: Carmen Vondrak, Don Stille,
or George Holmes or call the church office 708-448-7833.

Mission Focus
for March 2016
By Dennis Kirscher

If you could give a child the
opportunity to have a life changing
experience, wouldn’t you jump at
that chance? If you answered yes,
let me tell you how to be a hero to
one of PMC’s youngsters. For the
month of March, all donations from
the pink mission envelope you’ll
find every week in your Sunday
bulletin will be placed in the Camp
Scholarship fund.
This fund
provides financial assistance to our
young people who attend camps at
Tower Hill and Pilgrim Park. As a
director for Godstock, a week long
camp at Tower Hill in Sawyer
Michigan, I have had campers tell
me that coming to camp is truly a
life changing experience.
Your
donation in the pink mission
envelope can make it possible for
one of our PMC youngsters to have
this camp experience. Please help us
grow the Camp Scholarship fund
with your pink mission envelope
donation. THANK YOU from the
Mission Committee, and from me
personally, Dennis Kirscher.

Attention Golfers

Peace Memorial Church’s Columbarium located just outside of Zion Hall.
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PMC Youth
will
be
sponsoring a
golf outing
to support
their journey
to
the
National
Youth Event in Orlando Florida this
July. Save the date, April 24, for
this golf and dinner event with a
prize packed raffle. The Silver Lake
Country Club will be the place to be
for this fun filled golf and dinner
extravaganza with tee times starting
at 12:30 and dinner at 7:00. See
Pastor Sarah or Dennis Kirscher for
further information.

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat...”
~Matthew 25:35
The Outreach and Evangelism committee is planning a Something to Eat™
meal packaging event at our church. The event date has been changed to Sunday,
April 17th at 12 PM. People of all ages ar e invited to par ticipate. Our goal is 40
volunteers and at 5,000-10,000 meals!! There is no age limit to volunteer.
All packaged meals will go to local food banks and organizations, including
Catholic Charities. SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER TODAY! A sign up sheet and more information are
located in the narthex. We also need to raise money to cover the cost of the meals. Each meal costs only
25 cents to make! We need to raise $1250 to $2500 to meet our goal of 5,000-10,000 meals. If you have
questions or want to get involved, contact Pastor Sarah.

Help us reach our goal by signing-up or donating TODAY!

The youth group’s Super Bowl Sub Sales and Bake Sale were
a huge success this year! Youth and adults came out early on
Super Bowl Sunday to put together 300 sub sandwiches!
Thank you to everyone who helped either by preparing food,
organizing the event, baking, and of course buying the subs
and baked goods! With your help and the generous donation of
the Foundation to cover the cost of the supplies and sandwich
ingredients, the youth raised $2,453.49!!

A NEW KIND OF EASTER EGG HUNT
Easter Sunday, March 27th after Worship
This year, instead of candy, the eggs will contain “Bunny Bucks”
ranging in value from 1 to 5. Once the children have collected their
eggs, they will get to take their “Bunny Bucks” to our store to get
gifts of varying values with their bucks!
HOW YOU CAN HELP: Instead of taking eggs home to fill
them with candy, we are asking for donations of small, inexpensive gifts, toys, candy, etc. Some
suggestions are stickers, small candy items, small trinkets and toys, coloring books, children’s books,
smaller stuffed animals, etc. If you would prefer to donate money instead that would also be appreciated!
If you have any questions, talk to Pastor Sarah. Thanks in advance for your help!
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UCC National Youth Event
Who: Youth who will be 13-18 by July 25th (18 only if graduating HS this year)
What: A national event for youth from the UCC and Disciples of Christ
denominations that will include youth inspired programming dedicated to
faith, leadership, social justice, and service. We will be traveling by charter
bus with other youth from Illinois. Registration also includes a park pass
for the Disney Parks!!

Believe In…

When: July 25—31, 2016
Cost:

The Earth
Each Other
The
Unconventional
The Prophetic
Justice

Where: Coronado Springs Resort Hotel — Lake Buena Vista, FL
Total approx. cost:

$825 plus money for non-included meals/souvenirs

NYE Registration:

$569 for double occupancy

Travel Cost:

$250 per person (with potential to be reduced)

Extra Meals:

$100-$150

There will be fundraisers to help youth raise money to cover the cost of the trip.
This is more expensive than our typical youth mission trip, but it is an experience
that only happens every 4 years and is one you won’t want to miss! With
fundraisers, you can hopefully cover the cost of your whole trip!

Your Story

SIGN UP WITH PASTOR SARAH TODAY!

YOU(th)

A deposit of $100 is due by March 20th.

Easter Sunday Events March 27
8:00 a.m.

All Church Easter Breakfast in Zion Hall—This is a free
breakfast. Families are invited to bring their favorite breakfast
food item to share. During the breakfast we will also reveal
Butterfly Buddies and Prayer Partners. So if you had a secret pal
during the Lenten season, please make sure to be in attendance.
9:30 a.m. Easter Worship The tradition continues with the flowering cross
where children, youth and all members of the congregation will be invited to fill in
the cross with flowers during the children’s sermon.
10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

Easter Coffee Hour

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt on the Field —
(We will do the Easter Egg Hunt inside if it s too cold or too wet).
Sunday School children and youth should plan on bringing a basket
with them to church for the Easter Egg Hunt.
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Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Birth
Luna Eileen Jefchak, daughter of
Rob and Jessica Jefchak.

Baptism
February 7, 2016—Jackson Ryne
Elosh, son of Dale and Renee.
February 28, 2016—Leo David
Holmes, son of David and Cheri.

Thank You’s






Kim at Tower Hill would like to
thank everyone at Peace
Memorial for their generous
donation to Tower Hill Camp.
They plan to work in Marshall
in 2016 to install additional
bathrooms, put in adequate
heating and repair the roof so all
the kids have a warm and safe
environment.
From Operation Blessing
thanking the congregation of
Peace Memorial for the two
hundred sixty dollars of gift
certificates for Jewel Osco. They
are grateful for their association
with Peace Memorial through
the years and the certificates
given during the Christmas
season are a wonderful addition
to families.
Mark and Linnea Rimkus would
like to thank the pastors and
congregation for their cards,
visits and prayers after Mark’s
recent surgery. He is doing well
and is on the road to recovery.

One Great Hour of Sharing —
March 6th

Messenger Deadline
The
deadline
for
articles for the April
issue of the Messenger
is Monday, March
14th. The issue will
be available for pickup on Sunday,
March 27th.

“On the Lighter Side”
The new Army recruit was given
guard duty at 2:00 a.m. He did
his best for a while but at
about 4:00 a.m. he went to
sleep. He awakened to find the
officer of the day standing
before him.
Remembering the heavy
penalty for being asleep on
guard duty, this smart young
man kept his head bowed for
another moment and looked
upward and reverently said, “Aa-a-men!”
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Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Amanda Christofanelli. . . .Children’s Music
Director
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
Linda Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

March 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village

68:30am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship,
Jeffrey Korbitz,
Matteson Schneider
Faith Presentations,
Communion, OGHS
9:45 am NO
Sunday School
11:30 am PMC
Card Ministry
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Wed

2

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
6:30 pm Youth
Group, Youth
Center
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9

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
3 pm Cook for PADS
6:30 pm Peace
Village Board

2:30 pm—Yoga
7 pm Men’s
Basketball

Thu

3

10

15

16

Messenger
Deadline

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
7 pm Trustees

7 pm Choir

20

21

22

23

24Maundy

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter;
Messenger Helpers
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

27Pick up
Messenger
Easter Sunday
8 am Easter
Breakfast
9:30 am Worship,
9:45 am NO
Sunday School
10:45 am Easter
Egg Hunt

2:30 pm—Yoga
7 pm Men’s
Basketball

28

17

29

30

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

2:30 pm—Yoga

Thursday
1 pm Worship,
Communion at
Residences
7:30 pm Worship
Communion in
Sanctuary
8:30 pm Choir

7 pm Choir

9

11

12

18

19
Greater Chicago
Food Depository

31

7 pm Men’s
Basketball

5

7 pm Choir

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm—Yoga

Palm Sunday
Confirmation
8:30am Adult
Sunday School,
Peace Lounge
9:30 am Worship;
Communion for
Confirmands
9:45 am NO
Sunday School

4

1:30 pm Book
Discussion,
Peace Lounge
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7 pm Men’s
Basketball

Sat

7 pm Choir

8:30am Adult
Sunday School,
Peace Lounge
9:30 am Worship,
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Semi-Annual
Meeting
12—1 pm
Confirmation, FLC

7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support Group
Fireside Chapel

Fri

25
Good Friday

7:30 pm
Tennebrae
Worship

26

Birthday Greetings
March 3
Julie Sersland
March 4
Christopher Stille
Morgan Wrublik
March 9
Susan Bugajsky
Tessa Dvorak
Egon Menker
Richard Schultz
March 10
Maya Burnett
Leon Rinehart
March 11
Jim Hevel

March, 2016
March 13
William Denton
Logan Przybylski
March 17
Robert Swieringa
March 18
Barbara O’Connell
William Trent
March 19
Matthew Freund
March 20
Jacqueline Schulien
March 21
Laura Haase
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March 25
Thomas Delejewski
Edward Polzin, Sr.
March 27
Lily Finn
March 28
Carolyn Notorangelo
March 29
Louise Boone
Gladys Holtam
March 31
Pamela Cornyn
Lillian Matkovich
Louise Swannie
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