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Summer Camp Programs At
Tower Hill and Pilgrim Park
Registration forms for Summer Camp at
Tower Hill or Pilgrim Park for Youth and
Adults can be found at the Information Center
and in the Church Office. You also may
register online at www.il-odm.org. Godstock
Camp, ($359.00) directed by Dennis Kirscher
and Kelly Kirscher, is July 17-23 at Tower
Hill and Tenderfoot (cost $159.00), ages K2nd Grade with Cindy White is July 21-23. Grandparent Camp at Tower
Hill is either June 16-18 or 20-22.
Pastor Sarah’s camp, Worship & Wonder, at Pilgrim Park is the week of
July 10-15 and is $322.00.
Peace Memorial Church helps to underwrite part of the cost of camp
each year for church members. There are many other camps available
throughout the summer.

May 15
Pentecost and
Communion
Sunday

Graduation Sunday—June 5th
On Sunday, June 5th, we would like to honor
our graduates. If you are graduating or you have
a child or youth who is graduating, please
provide the church office with the information
as well as a recent picture by Sunday, May
22nd. Those who turn in a picture will be
included in our “PMC Graduates” photo presentation that will be
shared with the congregation during worship on June 5th.
All
graduates are strongly encouraged to attend worship on Sunday,
June 5th and wear their school colors.
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Vacation Reminder
Pastor Phil will be
on vacation from
April 27—May 14.
Pastor Sarah will be
preaching on May1st
and May 8th.

A Journey of Trust
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
It finally feels like Spring might actually make it! Sunshine, robins, blue sky
and temperatures above freezing! It makes one feel like breaking into song. I
can just about taste the tomatoes that I am going to plant in the garden that
exists only in my mind!
Spring is a wonderful reminder that we can get through difficult times.
A few months ago Rev. Shana let you know that she had accepted a new call
and would be leaving. This kind of announcement is always difficult for a
congregation and causes a spike in anxiety.
About three years ago Vicki accepted a new position with her company and we started making preparations to
live in a part of the country that we had never imagined we would ever live. I had to let the congregation that I
was serving as an Interim Minister know that I would be leaving them. It was difficult for them and certainly
caused a spike in anxiety.
Now a couple of years later the church in Texas is doing fine. I have a new church. You have a new Interim
Minister. We are doing important work. There is an excitement about the future. We are doing fine!
It just lets us know that it is okay to trust.
We have some very important work to do to position Peace Memorial to attract the right minister for you. It is
important that we remain committed and diligent toward accomplishing this work. Before you know it, and
even though in the middle of the journey it may seem long, you will be welcoming in a new minister! It will
be a time of excitement and joy and the long journey to get there will seem as far away as those dark days of
winter that we just got through.
Trust. It is going to be okay. We’ve got work to do. Let’s do it. Soon this part of the journey will be a distant
memory.
I give thanks every day for the privilege of being able to serve you and be partners with you on this journey.
Blessings, Phil

New Membership Class May
22nd
Are you interested in learning more about Peace Memorial Church? On
Sunday, May 22nd there will be a meeting in Pastor Phil’s office at 11:30
(after coffee hour) for anyone wanting to know more about the United
Church of Christ, Peace Memorial, and what activities are available to get
involved in. Please call the church office 708-448-7833 if you plan on
attending.

2

May Mission Offering
Invest in the Vision—Strengthen the Church Offering
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th
This is a special mission offering to
reimagine and build the future of the
UCC. Shared at the conference and
national levels, Strengthen the
Church largely supports youth
ministries and full-time leaders for
new churches in parts of the country
where the UCC voice has not been
heard. Our offerings are directed to
our church Conference, Local Church
Ministries, and the Still Speaking
Ministry.
An envelope will be provided for
your offering. Every gift, whatever
the size, is appreciated and will be
put to good use.

Red Geraniums For
Pentecost May 15
Celebrate someone special
Celebrate the mission and
ministry of our church
Celebrate the blessings and
power of God in your life

For our Pentecost celebration on
Sunday, May 15 the Worship and
Music Committee would like to fill
the sanctuary with red geraniums to
symbolize the power of the Holy
Spirit in our lives.

SWIFT to be Honored
The Council for Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago will honor
SWIFT with the 2016 Interreligious Leadership Award on June 16th at
an event in Chicago.. The table of the Council of Religious Leaders is
one of cooperation, friendship, and fellowship. It is a powerful, unique
table where leaders of many faiths sit together, know each other and
work together. Without compromising our religious differences, we
celebrate the diversity of our vision and traditions and find those areas
where cooperation is the call.
These awards are a way for the Council to recognize and give thanks for
particular individuals, programs, or organizations that embody the
Council's purpose in their own life and work. It seemed to us that the
work that SWIFT is doing is a a true example of such interreligious
collaboration in its service to the community. SWIFT is one of three
organizations being honored.
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So they will again be offering Red
Geraniums to decorate the sanctuary
on Pentecost Sunday, May 15th.
The cost will be $12 for each 7 inch
wrapped potted plant. Feel free to
order as many as you would like.
(Please look for the form order that
has been enclosed.) The geraniums
can be in honor of living friends,
relatives, pastors, Sunday School
teachers, church staff and special
occasions. The flowers will be
displayed in worship and can be
picked up immediately following the
service.

Sunday, May 8th

“On the Lighter Side”

An Open Invitation to all
Members of
Peace Memorial Church

Good news! After hundreds of
years of ministers, a model
pastor has been found—one
who will please every church
member.
He is twenty-six years old
and has been preaching for
thirty years. He is tall, short,
thin, heavyset, handsome, and
has one brown eye and one
blue eye. His hair is parted in
the middle (blonde), left side
(dark and straight), and on
the right side (brown and
wavy).
He has a burning desire to
work with teenagers and
spends all his time with older
folks. He smiles all the time
with a straight face because
he has a sense of humor that
keeps him seriously dedicated
to his work.
He makes fifteen calls a
day on church members,
spends
all
his
time
evangelizing the lost, and
never leaves his office.
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Birthday Greetings
May 2
John O’Connell
Rebecca O’Connell
May 3
Brian Rudnicki
May 5
Christopher Schneider Sr.
May 6
Constance Schaefer
May 7
Barbara Miller
May 8
Timothy Whalen
May 11
Robert Jefchak
May 12
Kathi Graben
Larry Graben

May, 2016

May 15
William Jerry II
May 18
Dawn Boone
May 19
Harriet Bennett
Alden Burnett
May 20
Rudolph Wehofer
May 21
Donna Sihler
May 22
Kathleen Koch
Carol Landow
Christopher Schneider, Jr.
May 24
Norma Bluethner
Judith Lisak
Geraldine Peck
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May 27
Joseph Ferrantelli
Richard Lisak, Sr.
Richard Voboril
May 28
Victoria Forsythe
Megan Hutchinson
June Umecker
May 29
Betty Jackson
May 31
Elaine Chabitch
Priscilla Hook

May 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

8:30 am Adult S.S.
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am NO
Sunday School

8

Mother’s

Day
8:30 am Adult S.S.
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
11:30 am PMC
Card Ministry

15

Pentecost
8:30 am Adult S.S.
9:30 am Worship;
Communion
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am Mission
Committee
11:30 am Bunco
Peace Lounge

22
8:30 am Adult S.S.
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
11:30 am New
Member Class
Pastor’s Office

29
Pickup Messenger
8:30 am Adult S.S.
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
7 pm Men’s
Basketball

2:30 pm Yoga
Fireside Chapel

9

10

7 pm Men’s
Basketball

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga
Fireside Chapel

16
Messenger
Deadline

7 pm Men’s
Basketball

23

7 pm Men’s
Basketball

17
10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga
Fireside Chapel
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support—
Fireside Chapel

24
10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga
Fireside Chapel

30
Memorial Day
Church Office
Closed

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

4

5

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 Bible Study
Peace Lounge
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
Peace Lounge

7 pm Choir
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12

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 Bible Study
Peace Lounge
3 pm Cook for
PADS
6:30 pm Youth
Group—Youth
Center

18

1:30 pm Book
Discussion,
Peace Lounge
7 pm Choir

19

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter;
Messenger
12:30 Bible Study
Peace Lounge
7 pm Trustees

25

7 pm Choir

26

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
12:30 Bible Study
Peace Lounge
6:30 pm Youth
Group—Youth
Center

31
10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga
Fireside Chapel
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7 pm Choir

More on Mental Illness
By Vera Bayer
The following is an excerpt from a letter sent by Mary Giliberti, J.D., Chief
Executive Officer of N.A.M.I., Arlington, Virginia.
We are facing a mental health crisis. Every year 2 million Americans who are
living with mental illness are sent to jail. One in five people currently in jail
have a serious mental illness. And many of these people are not able to access
the help that they need in order to get better and improve their lives.
But NAMI is working to change that, because we are advocating for criminal
justice and mental health reform. And we know that people with mental illness
who are in jail or prison can change their lives for the better—as long as they
have access to the care they need.
Kris and John Wilkinson know all too well that mental health services are
needed for people in jail. Their son, David, started having psychotic episodes
when he was 16. During one psychotic break, he committed three felonies.
After serving four years, he was paroled to a treatment facility where he was
able to access treatment and work towards making positive changes in his life.
Today David is living in his own apartment and was able to return to college.
David is fortunate, because he found the treatment he needed. And at NAMI,
we are working at the local, state and federal levels so that more people like
David can access the treatment and resources that they need. And, we are
working on reforms that will help to keep people with mental illness out of jail
in the first place.

Elim’s Worship Team
to Perform at Peace
Memorial on June
12th
On Sunday, June 12th Elim Christian
Services Worship Team, under the
Team Direction of Kristin Young,
will participate in
our
morning
worship service.
They
will
be
singing songs and
will participate in
other areas of our
worship service. Elim is located in
Palos Heights and recognizes its
obligation to provide those with
disabilities a Christian education and
training in vocational and life skills
that will equip them to achieve their
highest God-given potential.
Church member Stacey Swieringa is
a member of the choir.

If you are in need of help, remember the following places:
1. NAMI Southwest (708) 425-0925 for support, education and advocacy for
persons with mental illness and their families.
2. Metropolitan Family Services Southwest (708) 974-2300 for counseling
and mental health services
3. Emergency Mental Healthcare Center (708) 331-0500 for 24/7 emergency
mental health care.

Reconnect With
Friends and Relatives
So...your Uncle Omer, a cowboy from
New York, has passed word that the
great state of Nevada is looking for
relatives of a 99-year-old, never
married, former show girl whose
stage name was Lilly LaFlame. And
kinfolk figure the little old lady is
without question your Great Aunt
Flora who left the Idaho farm with the
circus at the mature age of 16. All the
pieces fit, and it would be no end
timely for family to step up to the
plate. Wait no longer! PMC Card
Ministry has cards that are handmade
to win the hearts of any and all former
show girls. We cordially invite you to
check out our display in the Narthex

Elim’s Choir at a performance.
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Our Members
And Friends
Birth

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

February 27, 2016—Gwendolin
Annette Herman, daughter of Sarah
and John Herman, granddaughter of
Edward and Mary Murray and greatgranddaughter of Jim and Joan
Murray

Congratulations
Rich and Judi Lisak on their 53rd
wedding anniversary on April 20th.

Names In the News
Choir Director
Bob Mohr, who
is the Choral
Director at Crete
-Monee
High
School
would
like to share his
choirs’
accomplishments. Both of his show
choirs performed at the Nationals
Competition in Nashville, TN at the
Grand Ole Opry on March 31 and
April 1. Cavaliers, the mixed show
choir, placed 13th in their division.
Faces, the all female show choir,
took the first-runner-up trophy which
was a high honor! The instrumental
combo won the best combo award
and one of the students took the
outstanding performer trophy.
Congratulations to Bob and his
choirs!!

June Messenger
Deadline
Articles and
news for the
June issue of
The Messenger
are due into
the office by
Monday, May
16th. The issue will be available
for pickup on Sunday, May 29th.

Monday, May 30th
Memorial Day
Church Office
Closed

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Amanda Christofanelli. . . .Children’s Music
Director
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
Linda Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences

“Pause and Ponder”
Change will only come about
when we become more forgiving,
compassionate, loving, and above
all joyful in the knowledge that we
can change as those around us can
change too.
Mairead Maguire
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3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

$1400 RAISED
3 HOURS
40 VOLUNTEERS
864 BAGS PACKED
24 BOXES LOADED
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RED GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST MAY 15
Celebrate someone special
Celebrate the mission and ministry of our church
Celebrate the blessings and power of God in your life
Order a red geranium (or two or more)…
 In honor of
 In apprecia on of someone
 Or to celebrate something special
For our Pentecost celebra on on Sunday, May 15 we would like to ﬁll the sanctuary with red geranium to symbolize the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
So please feel free to order as many as you want!
Cost is $12 per 7 inch po ed Red Geranium that is wrapped
*******************************************************************
PERSON ORDERING___________________________________________________
Number of Geraniums @ $12 ____________
Total Due: $____________
In honor of ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
In apprecia on of_______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
(You can order in honor of LIVING friends, rela ves, pastors, Sunday School teachers, church
staﬀ and special occasions)
PLEASE RETURN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE WITH YOUR PAYMENT BY
SUNDAY, MAY 1
10

