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“Growing Together in Peace”

On September the 18th we are having a
special Celebration Worship, that will launch our
fall programs, Sunday School and other
ministries. As part of that worship, we will
recognize and celebrate all the children who have
been baptized at Peace Memorial in the last five
years! We will also be recognizing those starting
Kindergarten, Third, and Seventh grade with a
presentation of Bibles.
After worship join us for a potluck cookout!
Burgers and Hotdogs will be provided. Please
bring a dish to share—sign up is in the narthex.
There will also be games, a bounce house, and
the local Fire Department will be there!
There will be special invitations and
giveaways each Sunday leading up to
Celebration Sunday for you to take with and use
to invite someone new to join you at church on
this special day! See you there!
Invite your friends and share the event on
Facebook! Spread the word! All are welcome!!
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Lets Get Growing. . .
(Musings on Life, Being and Significance)
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
I love before and after pictures.
The skinny weakling who in just months now has a six pack and ripped muscles.
The sad faced chubby person who is now smiling holding out their now way too big
pants with their thumb.
The house that went from tired and dilapidated to wow!
These snapshots reveal that change can happen. That decision, effort and commitment can result in a changed reality.
All growth is change and creates this before and after effect. When we are trying to understand SPIRITUAL GROWTH
it is important to know what to look for as the change happens.
The problem is that in SPIRITUAL GROWTH often people confuse the tools with the desired result. This doesn’t
happen as much in other areas of desire. For example, not many people would confuse reading a menu or a cookbook
with the eating of a delicious meal. Not many people would confuse looking at a map of Yellowstone National Park
with actually being there and looking at the Grand Canyon. But, in the world of religion, there are many folks who have
great dedication to the “cookbook” or to the “menu” and spend much time setting the table and arranging the forks,
knives and napkins just right, but they never gorge themselves on the food of life and thus aren’t nourished and don’t
actually GROW. The “before” looks much like the “after.”
Imagine a family who has stacks of great cook books at home but when it comes time for dinner they order a pizza.
Bible study is reading the menu. It’s a great tool, but it is not the meal. The Pharisees in Jesus’ time knew the bible
better than anyone else but it didn’t result in growth. They were the ones who gave Jesus and his vision of the Realm of
God the most push back. Their knowledge of the bible made them proud and they were the most judgmental and
shaming folks around.
Attending worship is like going into the restaurant. It is one of the places where feasting can occur, but just going is not
the meal.
Prayer is talking to the chef. A wonderful tool, but again, not the meal.
I know a guy who seems to have every piece of exercise equipment that has ever been sold on late night TV. He can
regale you for hours as to why each piece of it is better than anything else on the market, but when I look at him there is
no “before and after.” He is still the skinny weakling I have always known. Having the tools is not the same as getting
there.
Here is what “before” looks like: Self important. Self obsessed. Selfish.
Here is what “after” looks like: Sense of self is connected to and identifies with the web of life and Being.
Before: Petty. Fearful of the “other.” Other is anything different than you - gender, race, age, nationality, sexual
orientation, political affiliation, religion, etc...
After: Curious. Finds “other” interesting.
Before: Fear of lack drives a need to acquire and hoard. In a hostile world the only security you have is what you can
hoard, protect and keep for yourself.
(Continued on page 4)
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Book Discussion to Resume September 8th
with Hawthorne Tale
“The Minister’s Black Veil,” one of Hawthorne’s most compelling tales, will
be discussed Thursday, September 8 at 1:30 p.m. in Peace Lounge. The story
tells of a highly respected Puritan Pastor who covers his face with a black veil
for the rest of his life. Why would anyone want to do that! The store, about 10
pages long, appears in most Hawthorne anthologies. Those wishing their own
copies may call Michael or Judy Galati (630) 257-7684 for Xeroxed copies.

Book Discussion Schedule
Second Thursday of each month at 1:30 in Peace Lounge
September
October
November
December
January
February

Hawthorne: “The Minister’s Black Veil”
Thoreau: “A Plea for Captain John Brown” in Thoreau:
Civil Disobedience and Other Essays
Emerson: “History” in Emerson:
Self Reliance and Other Essays
Hooker: “A True Sight of Sin,” p. 32 in
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
Old Testament: Exodus 33:12-23 and 34: 10-28.
(The Presence of God; the Covenant.)
New Testament: Romans, all of chapter 9:
(Children of the Promise)

Mission & Spiritual Care Committee
Through the Mission and Spiritual Care committee, PMC is supporting the
Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD). The GCFD is Chicago’s food
bank – a nonprofit food distribution and training center that provides food for
hungry people while striving to end hunger in our community.
The Food Depository, founded in 1979, makes a
daily impact across Cook County with a network
of 650 pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, mobile
programs, children’s programs, older adult
programs and innovative responses that address the
root causes of hunger. Last year, the Food
Depository distributed 68 million pounds of shelfstable food, fresh produce, dairy products and
meat, the equivalent of 155,000 meals every day.
Most of the product donations come from more
than 350 local and national food companies, grocers, foodservice
organizations, produce markets and growers that find a convenient, safe and
reliable way to channel food to us that might otherwise go to
waste. Roughly 700 food drives are sponsored each year by local business,
professional and community organizations, schools and churches. All food
donations are inspected, sorted, repacked and labeled for distribution to
agencies by volunteers and employees who operate out of our food bank and
training center.
The Greater Chicago Food Depository has 1 goal and 1 mission: To fight
hunger 1 dollar, 1 meal, 1 person at a time, until the day that no 1 goes hungry.
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Do-It-Yourself
Messiah
A Do-It-Yourself Messiah is an
informal performance of Handel’s
Messiah in which the audience serves
as an unrehearsed chorus, supported
by soloists and musicians. Musicians
will be provided through a generous
grant from the Seyfang\Menker
Music Fund.
Our church is sponsoring a Do-ItYourself Messiah on December 11,
2016 at 2 p.m.
Please save the date!! We are
asking for ushers, hosts/hostesses for
the musicians, and assistance in
selling scores and setting up the
Narthex if needed. Peace Café will be
offering limited refreshments before
and at intermission.
We hope you will consider helping
in any way for this all-church
community event. We have contacted
churches, high schools, colleges and
singing groups.
For more information and to
volunteer, please contact Priscilla
Hook at 708385-3438.
Let’s sing together to the Glory of
God!

THEY CAN’T DO IT
WITHOUT THE HELP OF
MANY.
PMC has reserved spots for
volunteers to repack donated food at
the warehouse at 41st and Pulaski on
Saturday September 17th. Anyone age
14 and over can volunteer. Work is
available for all skill levels. Please
consider volunteering a few hours of
your time. For more information,
contact Ruth Van Hecke at 708-9230387.

National Alopecia Awareness Month

Let’s Get Growing…

By Samantha Kujawa
September is upon us and so is National Alopecia Awareness month. This time
last year, I wrote an article to my church family about Alopecia in hopes of
bringing some awareness to this autoimmune disease. I feel it is my duty to
once again share some knowledge and insight into this little known disease. For
those of you who have never heard of Alopecia Areata, it is an autoimmune
skin disease that results in the loss of hair on the scalp. There are 3 levels of
alopecia. The first level is Alopecia Areata which is when the hair loss occurs
on the scalp in small patches. Next is Alopecia Totalis which is full scalp hair
loss. The third level is Alopecia Universalis (which is what I have) and it is
complete hair loss on the whole body. Alopecia Areata affects over 6.8 million
people in the United States and over 147 million people worldwide. Alopecia
Totalis and Alopecia Universalis occurs in about 7% of these people who
already have Alopecia Areata. Alopecia not only affects those who have the
disease, but family and friends of those with it as well.

(Cont’d from page 2)

I had Alopecia Areata since I was about 12 years old. At that time no one
would have known that I had this disease because I only had small patches here
and there, most which were covered up by the hair I did have. Around the age
of 29, I started to lose my hair at a more rapid pace and by the time I turned 30
I had less than 25% of the hair on my head left and soon after I had Alopecia
Universalis. In 2014, I attended my first National Alopecia Areata Convention
which is run by NAAF, the National Alopecia Areata Foundation. The 2014
NAAF conference changed my life. I realized how many people have this
disease and how little is known about it. I knew at that point that I was going
to change this as much as possible. With the help of my family, my friends and
God, I was going to stay strong and confident and go out into the world with a
bald head and educate as many people as I could about Alopecia. This July I
attended my 3rd annual National Alopecia Areata Conference. This conference
was held in Washington, D.C and as a whole, all the conference attendees
walked to the Capitol and were split up by states to go and speak with members
of congress. Our goal was to bring awareness to this disease along with other
autoimmune diseases in order to get funding to continue the much needed
research of this little known disease.

After: Willingness to die for a
greater good.

Unfortunately, there is currently no cure for Alopecia whether it be Areata,
Totalis or Universalis. There is, however, research that is being conducted to
help figure out what causes this disease and if there is anything to prevent it.
Alopecia cycles differently in every single person and in some cases a person
with Alopecia Totalis or Universalis will have all their hair regrow and then
months to years later, it will all fall out again.

Call me. I’m here for you. Let’s
talk, have lunch, have coffee, a
smoothie.
We can talk Bible,
politics, social issues, celebrities etc.,
etc... Know that you are in my
prayers and that my prayer for you is
that you grow!

The most important thing to know about Alopecia is that it is not life
threatening, it is not contagious and it does not change who the person is
inside. We are just like everyone else except with less hair!! If you or someone
that you know has Alopecia, make sure to check out NAAF.org. This
foundation has an abundance of resources to help those with Alopecia or the
family of someone who has it.

After: Trust in the abundance of the
universe, and, the goodness
that can be found in the
human heart, drives a joy in
being generous. In a world
of abundance our well-being
is based on the delight found
in sharing and the offering of
our unique gifts.
Before: Willingness to kill to protect
what is “yours.”

Before: Sense of self as individual.
After: Sense of self is merging with
the “Oneness.”
The tools are important.
Use
them. But, know that the meal is in
front of you every moment. Feast on
every moment. As you become
aware of the spiritual nourishment in
every moment - the painful and the
delightful - and live in awareness/
mindfulness, you are feeding your
soul. You will grow!

Blessings,
Phil

Rummage Sale September 29th
Items can start to be brought in for the Fall Rummage Sale beginning
Monday, August 29th. Items need to be in good condition as they
have a better chance of being sold such as household items, clothes,
furniture and working electronics. Please bring your items to Zion
Hall.
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Homeless in Today’s
World

More on Mental Illness
By Veray Bayer
The following article appeared in the July/August 2016
NAMI Southwest news.

By Gaile Sprissler, Mission and Outreach Committee
There are so many different reasons why people are
homeless, such as many kinds of psychological and
emotional distress, and not all of them have to do with
financial needs. In every period of economic downturn,
the disenfranchised find their way to certain areas, to
survive and find solace. Parks and viaducts are magnets
for the homeless. In the 1860’s they were called tramps
and bums, and they migrated to parks in droves. In the
Great Depression, the poor pitched tents and made
shanties in certain areas of many cities. There are kids
who would rather take their chances on the streets then
continue to endure abuse and sometimes heinous torture
at home. Mentally ill patients who have been vacated
from institutions because of overcrowding and
government under-funding. It’s said that we are all just a
couple of major operations away from being homeless.
Or maybe the diagnosis of a serious illness, and the
astronomical expense of dealing with it has depleted life
savings.

NAMI Helps Prepare for the Unimaginable
At the request of the US Department of Justice, NAMI
recently released a guidebook for police leaders, Preparing
for the Unimaginable, to help police departments prepare
for mass casualty events and to support emotional
resiliency for first responders and their communities. This
guide is in response to mass tragedies like at Sandy Hook
Elementary School and in Orlando.
While the likelihood of a mass casualty in any
community is low, the traumatic impact on firstresponders is overwhelming. According to NAMI’s
Executive officer Mary Giliberti, “mental wellness is
important, regardless of whether or not a mass casualty
event occurs. Police officers also face mental health issues
in their everyday work. For all police departments, a key
challenge is to eliminate stigma from seeking help for
depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and
other problems.”
The guide includes personal stories as well as
information on how to understand trauma and resiliency.
On any given day, police officers may be called upon to
respond to car accidents, homicides, child abuse, domestic
violence, and other negative events. These incidents can
build up and lead to mental health problems, PTSD,
alcohol abuse, and even suicide, among officers. The
guide outlines steps law enforcement leaders can take now
to build more resilient police agencies, whether or not they
ever experience a mass casualty incident. To download a
free copy of this guide, check out NAMI’s website at
www.nami.org/cops.
If you are in need of help, remember the following
places:
1. NAMI Southwest (708) 425-0925 for support,
education and advocacy for persons with mental
illness and their families.
2. Metropolitan Family Services Southwest (708) 9742300 for counseling and mental health services.
3. Emergency Mental Healthcare Center (708) 331-0500
for 24/7 emergency mental health care.

Those fellow humans are sharing the planet in a
different lifestyle than most of us. Yes, some have issues
with substance abuse. But many are the victims of
drastic experiences that have forced them to be where
they are today. Automatic judgment or disregarding
these souls denies you the opportunity to open yourself
to the chance to give something of yourself to another.
Perhaps your reaction originates from fear, or even
disgust. Yet aren’t we called upon seek virtue in others?
We don’t know their story, and maybe we are reluctant
to be up close and personal.
However, we can find ways to reach out, to do what we
are comfortable doing, and perhaps push our minds and
hearts a little further. It is unlikely that homelessness
will ever entirely go away. Even with economic upturns,
there will still be those who are lost, living out there, and
in need of a hot meal, a shower and change of clothes, or
a place to sleep inside when the weather is icy. Let’s
support the shelters that can provide these comforts. A
kind word, or even a smile can uplift a heart. Gives new
meaning to the phrase: Go ahead, make my day!

“Pause and Ponder”
Grief can take care of itself; but to get
the full value of a joy you must have
somebody to divide it with.
Mark Twain
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PEACE MEMORIAL CHURCH ANNUAL
OKTOBERFEST
SATURDAY OCTOBER 1, 2016
5:00 TO 10:00
WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION
QUESTIONS –
SPEAK WITH
Joanne Bockmann
Kathi Graben
Theresa Boone-Toolan
Melissa McGuire
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ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND/OR PARENTS
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
It is off to College for many of you right now and we want
you to know that your church is thinking of and praying for
you while you are away at school. Please make sure we
have your/your child’s mailing address at school so that we
can send a care package this Fall! You can get your

A million thanks to
everyone who helped
make our trip to the UCC
National Youth Event in
Orlando a success!! From
monetary donations, to
our sub sale and golf
outing fundraisers, we
were able to cover almost
the whole trip!

“On the Lighter Side”
Each week at St. John’s Church, children in the service are invited
to submit “Stump the Pastor” questions and answers. Here’s a
sampling.
Q: Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A: Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in
liquidation.
Q: Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A: Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and
drew out a little prophet.
Q: How did Adam and Eve feel when expelled from the Garden of
Eden?
A: They were really put out.
Q: What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no
longer lived in Eden?
A: Your mother ate us out of house and home
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We had an amazing time
full of lots of memories
that will last a time!
THANK YOU!!

Our Members
And Friends
Funerals

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

August 5, 2016—Christine Van
Beek, nee Zuidema, passed away
August 1, 2016

Births
 July 3, 2016—Rylee Rae Kruse,

daughter of Ray and Sandi

Baptisms
 August 14, 2016—Alexander

Michael Bubash, daughter of
Michael and Nicole, nee Koch
 August 21, 2016—Cooper Joseph
Zalewski, son of Brian and
Amanda, nee Burns

Congratulations
 Glenn and Pam Kueltzo on their

45th Wedding Anniversary on
August 14th.
 John and Elaine Schneider on
their 45th Wedding Anniversary
on August 14th

SWIFT Announces
Fall Forum
Save the
Date
T.A.S.K
Annual Golf
Outing
Sunday
October 2nd

Date:
Title:

September 18, 2016
Mercy in our
Abrahamic Faiths
Place: Temple B’Nai
Yehuda Beth Shlomlom,
Homewood
Time: Registration 2:30 pm
Program 3—5:30 pm
All are welcome. Refreshments
will be served.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences

October Messenger
Deadline
Articles and news for the October
issue of The Messenger are due into
the office by Monday September
12th.
The issue will be available for
pickup on Sunday, September 25th.
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3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

September 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

7 pm Choir

4
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Communion
10:30 am
Fellowship

5
Church Office
Closed for
Memorial Day
Holiday

6

7

8

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters and
Quilter begin
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
6:30 pm Peace
Village Board

1:30 pm Book
Discussion,
Peace Lounge
7 pm Choir

11Mission

12

13

14

15

Sunday
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am Bunco
11:30 am PMC
Card Ministry

Deadline for
October
Messenger

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters and
Quilter
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
7 pm Trustees

7 pm Choir

18 Celebration

19

20

21

22

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters and
Quilter
Messenger
Helpers
11 am Worship &
Music Com.
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

Sunday
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School—Family
Life Center
11:00 am All
Church Picnic

25 Pick up
Messenger
8:30 am Adult Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School, Family
Life Center
10:30 am Workshop
“The Appreciative
Way”

7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support Group
Fireside Chapel

26

Rummage Sale
Setup

7 pm Choir

27

28

29

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

9—3
Fall Rummage
Sale

Rummage Sale
Setup

7 pm Choir
Rummage Sale
Setup

9

30

Birthday Greetings
September 3
Alan Kloos
Susan Kukla
September 4
Mike Galati
September 6
Theresa Boone-Toolan
Derek Hevel
Patricia Malcolm
September 8
Bonnie Webster
September 9
Zane Gill
September 10
Jada Perry
September 11
Amanda Ferris
Eric Kueltzo
Dave Mackle
Melvin Mozwecz
September 12
Carlton Meyer
Carol Ritter
John Schneider
September 15
Connie Nolan

September, 2016

September 16
Joan Murray
September 17
Madelyn Jirsa
Morgan Miller
September 18
Ethel Koch
Linnea Rimkus
September 19
David Macauley
Herbert Mueller
Matthew Rudnicki
Cheryl Watson
September 20
Steven Baker
Robert Heinzel, Jr.
Keith Koch
Debra Reed
Robert Stille
September 21
Melissa Maguire
September 22
Peyton Kueltzo
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September 23
Evelyn Gleisner
Janice Hutchinson
Brooke Miller
Keegan Roberson
Charles Smith, Jr.
Steven Stille
September 24
Erik Hansen
September 25
Mary Overbey
Susan Schneider-Misale
September 27
Michelle Caputo
Michelle Kiela
Ruth Van Hecke
Robert Wilburn
September 28
Virginia Bailie
Beverly Baker-Meyer
Liam Grady
Lorene Mason
September 29
Richard Przybylski

