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“Growing Together in Peace”

Sunday, April 23, 2017 @ 5:30 PM
Have you ever taken a moment to notice the
beautiful wooden art that adorns our sanctuary?
Have you ever wondered who made it or where it came from?
Have you wanted to learn more about it’s story
and it’s theological signiﬁcance?
The collaboration between architect Charles Stade and his liturgical designer/
artist, Ernst Schwidder, produced some remarkable church buildings and
worship environments in the Chicagoland area in the 1960s. Peace Memorial
Church is one of those churches!! On Sunday, April 23, a group from Valparaiso
University are touring several of these churches, including ours. We will host the
tour group of about 15 for a potluck dinner at the church at 5:30 PM. Following a
time a fellowship and dinner, we will be invited to join them for an in depth look
at the architecture and liturgical art in our worship space. There will be a signup
sheet for the potluck and presentation at Peace Café.

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
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“Let’s Get Growing!”

Palm Sunday—April 9th
9:30 am
Confirmation, Communion

By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
I love this time of year! Winter
begrudgingly giving up it’s cold grasp
on the landscape, still fighting a kind of
rear guard action with an occasional
snow storm or sub freezing day or two.
But it seems tired out, only half
interested in asserting itself. The
robins and the geese see the end game
and are already checking out locations
to set up house keeping. The squirrels
have emerged from cozy digs to
scamper and dig for nuts buried last fall. Trees are bidding their time
knowing it can be dangerous to send out blossoms too soon, but, they
are ready, waiting for the right combination of warmth in the soil and
the right amount of sun on those buds.

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday

1 pm Worship at Residences
7:30 pm Worship, Sanctuary

Spring time! It offers lessons in PATIENCE and in TRUST. It can’t
rushed, but we can prepare for it. We can’t control it but we can
receive it as a gift.

Good Friday
I believe that as a church we are entering a new season of Springtime.
We have gone through a season of thoughtfulness and introspection. It
may have looked at times like not much was happening, things have
been quiet like that Silent Holy Night. Wintertime. But now things are
stirring. There are exciting possibilities that like that bud on that branch
are just about to burst open!

7:30 pm Worship,
Sanctuary

April 5—Easter
8:00 Potluck Breakfast

There is talk of and plans for a new Small Group Ministry. This will be
an opportunity for us to grow, connect and share in a way that is deeply
rewarding.
We are well underway developing a garden ministry. This will be an
opportunity to meet and work with and get to know people in our
congregation and folks in the community. We will grow friendships as
we grow carrots and beans and tomatoes!
There are so many opportunities to blossom and grow! Please be
generous with your church. You have friends and acquaintances that
would love to have the friendships and connections that are part of
belonging to Peace Memorial. Invite them, encourage them and lets
welcome them into all the Peace Memorial is and does!
Let’s get GROWING!
Pastor Phil
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9:30 a.m. Worship

10:45 am
Easter Egg Hunt

Summer Camp
Programs At
Tower Hill and
Pilgrim Park
Registration forms for Summer
Camp at Tower Hill or Pilgrim Park
for Youth and Adults can be found at
the Information Center and in the
Church Office.
You also may
register online at www.il-odm.org.
Godstock Camp, ($362.00) directed
by Dennis Kirscher and Kelly
Kirscher, is July 16-22 at Tower Hill
and Tenderfoot (cost $160.00), ages
K-2nd Grade with Cindy White is
July 20-22. Grandparent Camp at
Tower Hill is either June 15-17 or 19
-21.
Pastor Sarah’s camp, Worship &
Wonder, at Pilgrim Park is the week
of July 19-14 and is $329.00.
Peace Memorial Church helps to
underwrite part of the cost of camp
each year for church members. There
are many other camps available
throughout the summer.
Registration forms are also
available at the Information Desk
and in the Church Office.

What is this thing called ONA?
Over recent months you have probably heard in meetings and conversations
the phrase Open and Affirming or ONA and you might be wondering what
exactly that means. Here is a quick introduction to what ONA refers to:
Open and Affirming (ONA) is the United Church of Christ's (UCC)
designation for congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in the
UCC which make a public covenant of welcome into their full life and
ministry to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and
gender expressions.
ONA is much more than just extending a welcome to lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people, though. It is about embracing a
deeper understanding of the Gospel and living into a call of extravagant
welcome and radical hospitality for ALL GOD’S CHILDREN—across lines
of race, ethnicity, age, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, gender
identity and expression, ability, and different life circumstances.
The leadership of Peace Memorial Church believes this process is something
we should look into during this interim period, and in order to do so, an ad
hoc planning group has been formed. This group will research the ONA
process—what it is, how it works, how long it takes, what the steps are, etc.
Currently it is a time of discovery and discernment.
There will times for sacred conversations where church members will be
invited to learn about being ONA, express their feelings, and hear from others.
There will also be opportunities for education and dialogue (panels, films,
Bible studies). You will have the opportunity to hear from other UCC
churches and leaders who have gone or are going through the process, as well
as members of our own congregation who will share the experiences of their
own journeys.
The ad hoc members have been selected to represent a cross section of our
congregation. Your representatives in this endeavor are Dennis Kirscher
(chair), Ruth Stewart, Russ Hook, Halle Swieringa, Wayne Hoefler, and
David Hook (Trustee representative).

Easter Sunday Events April 16
8:00 a.m.

All Church Easter Breakfast in Zion Hall—This is a potluck breakfast. Families are
invited to bring their favorite breakfast food item to share. During the breakfast we
will also reveal Butterfly Buddies and Prayer Partners. So if you had a secret pal
during the Lenten season, please make sure to be in attendance.

9:30 a.m.

Easter Worship The tradition continues with the flowering cross where children,
youth and all members of the congregation will be invited to fill in the cross with
flowers during the children’s sermon.

10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Easter Coffee Hour
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt on the Field —
(We will do the Easter Egg Hunt inside if it s too cold or too wet).
Sunday School children and youth should plan on bringing a basket
with them to church for the Easter Egg Hunt.
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April Mission—Street Children’s Day
By Gaile Sprissler and Cleo Lampos
April 12th is National Street Children’s Day. The statistics from UNICEF are that 100 million youngsters in the
world live homelessly on the street. Surviving in the shadow, they now stand in the light for all to see. Not just
the rising toll of Syrian orphans who have lost their parents in war, but waifs who eke out an existence in the
metro areas of America with shattered childhoods due to family breakdown or addicted caretakers. Kids who
find the streets with its perils of gangs and disease preferable to abusive homes. One out of every 45 children
in the United States is without shelter, hungry, in poor health and missing educational opportunities. We have
to find a way to help them.
There are organizations all over the world who try to reach out to these homeless wanderers: World
Compassion International, the Salvation Army, Samaritan’s Purse, Children of the Night, UNICEF, Bed and
Bread Club, as well as denominational orphanages and schools. Many adults volunteer time or money to these
causes. But the need is overwhelming as hunger, depression, violence, sexual exploitation and death encircle
these unprotected victims.
In the United States, the largest placing out of street children involved the orphan trains. Between the mid
1850’s to 1930, over 200,000 children left New York City for the homes of farmers in the Great Plains and
Midwest. That is nearly 300 street kids every month for 70 years leaving the Big Apple. And nobody seemed
to notice, because the supply of wandering, ragged youngsters kept growing as cholera swept through
apartment buildings, despair took the lives of adults, or alcoholism created an abusive situation for a minor.
Homeless waifs were gathered from heating grates, rooftops, barrels and carts. The agents of the Children’s
Aid Society found church sponsored homes for the children, creating the foundations of the present foster care
system in this country.
But the problem is current. Ellen Bassuk, president of the National Center on Family Homelessness states: “If
you believe that children are the future of our country, then you should be concerned because these homeless
children have gradually become a prominent part of a third world that is emerging in our own backyard.”
Furthermore, many end up being taken by sex traffickers.
Street Children’s Day is a reminder that a broken and hurting world lurks in the shadows of everyday life. It is
necessary to raise consciousness about homelessness among the most vulnerable. And the question continues,
what else can be done for Street children?
Recently, in a small discussion group at a local church, the
pastor asked which places that the congregation had visited
were the most beautiful. Replies included the Grand Canyon,
Hawaii, the beaches of Maine and other natural wonders. An
eight-year-old girl, who lives one fraying thread from street
life, spoke a solitary word. “Home”. Every eye in the room
was misty.
The mission committee is focusing on youth in April and all
donations received in the pink envelopes will go towards
supporting our own as well as community youth missions.
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Do-It-Yourself Messiah Thank You
We had an inspiring, amazing first annual Do It Yourself Messiah at Peace Memorial Church on Sunday Dec.
11, 2016. The soloists , musicians and organist did a wonderful job with the master work of Handel. The
conductor, our own Robert Mohr, did a fine job of leading the joyful sounds of these, and kept the audience
(the chorus) on track beautifully.
This would not have been possible without the generosity of the Seyfang/Menker Music Fund, and we thank
them very much. Also, the volunteers put in many hours and hard work to see that every detail was addressed.
It was a day to worship God through music, in spite of the inclement weather! Those that were able to attend
had many nice things to say; that they were inspired and felt the spirit of Christmas through either their own
singing or listening.
I was very fortunate to have the support of both Pastor Phil and Pastor Sarah through the process; both in
preconcert work and the day of the performance. Pam Kueltzo in the church office was my right arm so to
speak in doing publicity, printing, and valuable suggestions in many ways. My husband Howard was generous
with both ideas and patient with my many days away from home in the church office. Pam Cornyn, trustee
chairman of the Worship and Music Committee was supportive from the beginning of this endeavor. Bob
Mohr worked closely with me in regards to the whole process. Tom Osborne and Beth Ridderhoff helped the
choir "brush up" on choruses and some were sung as part of Sunday worship preceding Messiah day. Bryant
Krauss sent complimentary delicious cookies from his bakery in Wisconsin.
I was overwhelmed by the number of volunteers that helped that day doing many different things such as
hostessing for the musicians and soloists, working Peace cafe, setting up the sanctuary and music stands,
making sure snow was removed (and we needed that!), selling scores, and ushering. I was able to have 2
volunteers at all the sanctuary doors and at the Zion Hall and Lifestyles doors to direct those that were new to
our church building.
I am listing the volunteers below, and please forgive any omissions:
Eleanor Cochonour, Linnea Rimkus, Rudy Wehofer, Dennis Kirscher, Wayne Hoefler, Tom Bockmann,
George Holmes, Phyllis Collins, Tom Hecker, Steven Baker, Janet Hansen, Kathy Koch, David Hook, Sandra
Hecker, Lori Mason, Sarah Hecker, Ethan Lisak, Geraldine Peck, Jackie Schulien, Howard Hook, Richard
Przybylski, Verna Kwiatkowski, Karen Wasyliw, Beverly Wehofer, Kailey Wasyliw, Glenn Kueltzo, Elaine
Schneider, Clara Hook, Anthony Hook, Alexa Hook, Gary Kwiatkowski, Russell Hook, Cafe volunteers Jayne
Przybylski, Joanne Bockmann, Kathi Graben, Pam Cornyn and my wonderful assistant coordinator Kathy
Krauss, who also brought lunch in for the volunteers.
We are planning to have our Second Annual Do It Yourself Messiah in December, date to be determined.
Please watch for further announcements. If you would be able and
willing to help with publicity, this would be much appreciated.
This is an all-church, multigenerational project and volunteers are
very much appreciated!

Priscilla Hook
Messiah Coordinator
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Our Members
And Friends
Funeral

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Daniel E. Powers, passed away
March 18, 2017

Baptism
March 26, 2017– Kenneth Marvin
Bowman Jr.,, son of Kenneth and
Alison, nee Kruse

Congratulations
Connie and Bob Nolan on their 25th
Wedding Anniversary on March
28th

Thank You’s
Jackie Schulien would like to thank
everyone who called, sent cards and
visited her during her recent surgery.
It was greatly appreciated.

Operation Blessing
Thanks Peace Memorial church for
our support this past year.

“Pause and Ponder”
...feel the stars and the infinite high
and clear above you, Then life seems
almost enchanted after all.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.

—Vincent Van Gogh

“On the Lighter Side”
Three men went to church and
when it came time to pass the
plate, they discovered they had
no money. Not wanting to be
embarrassed, one fainted and
the other two carried him out.

Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzezkowski. . . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

May Messenger
Deadline

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village

Articles and news
for the May issue of
The Messenger are
due into the office
by Monday, April 9th. The issue
will be available for pickup on
Sunday, April 23rd.

10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . .Administrator
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Birthday Greetings
April 2
Sarah Freund
April 4
Donald Hummel
Mark Rimkus
Stacey Swieringa
April 5
Christopher Schneider
Lillian Zikmund
April 7
Leah Delejewski
April 12
Barbara Cox
Sharon Kloos
Elizabeth Oremovich
Lori Rudnicki
April 13
Thomas Bockmann
Carol Baumler
John Robbins
Sydney Wasyliw

April, 2017

April 16
Joseph Graben
Cassidy Medyk
James Murray
April 17
Gail Jefchak
Deborah Jerry
Darlene Trent
April 18
Whitney Gehrs
Phyllis Karner
Bradley Nolan
William Smolik
April 20
Emily Hoefler
April 21
Halle Swieringa
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April 24
Maria Nestor
Brett Nolan
April 25
Paul Gross
April 26
Henry Freund
Elliot Hevel
April 27
Marsha Bockmann
Ruth Drobitch
Margaret Unger
April 28
Beverly Wehofer
April 29
Edward Baker

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
NO Sunday School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:00 am Bunco
(Youth Service
Project with
Night Ministry)
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7 pm Residence
Board
7 pm Basketball

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga

9 Palm Sunday

10

11

Messenger Deadline
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Confirmation;
Communion
NO Sunday School
10:30 am
Fellowship

16

4
Election Day

7 pm Basketball

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga

17

5

6

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
6:30 pm Youth
Group

12

13

14

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

Maundy
Thursday
1 pm Worship
At Residences
6 pm potluck
dinner
7:30 pm Worship;
communion
Sanctuary

Good
Friday
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19

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support Group

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters;
Messenger
12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
7 pm Trustees

23

25

26

27

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters

7 pm Choir

24

7 pm Basketball

10:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga

20

12:30 pm Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

30
8:30 am Adult Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am Baptism
Abigail Finn;
prayer garden
10:30 am
Fellowship
11 am Mission Com.
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8
8:30—11:30 am
Pancake Breakfast
with Easter Bunny

7 pm Choir

8 am Easter
Breakfast
9:30 am Worship
NO Sunday School
10:30 am
Fellowship
7 pm Basketball
10:45 am Easter
Egg Hunt

Messenger Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Baptisms—Watson
and Stille
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
5:30 pm potluck
supper and liturgical
tour of church

7

15

7:30 Worship
Sanctuary

21

22

28

29

7 pm Choir

CHILL the CHURCH
Peace Memorial Church fundraiser to
pay for the replacement of our 40 year
old air conditioning system.
Please consider donating your dollar bills that have a Federal

Please consider donating your dollar bills that have a Federal Reserve seal of
C, H, I or L. This letter code is also found in the pre ix of the serial number on
the bill.
Stuff the dollars in the church donation box or put them in a “Chill the
Church” envelope. Checks are accepted as well; please put “Chill the Church”
on the memo line or put the check in a “Chill the Church” envelope. This
fundraiser will be matched on a “two for one” basis from the estate of Ruth
and Henry Dietz.
This fundraising method is fun for the whole family! Check your bills and
consider reducing the expense of the air conditioning unit one dollar at a
time.
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