March, 2017

Vol. CX No. 2

“Growing Together in Peace”

Semi Annual Congregational Meeting
Peace Memorial Church
March 12, 2017
Presentation of Annual Reports
10:45 a.m. In the Sanctuary

Holy Week Schedule
2017

April 9—Palm Sunday
Confirmation
Communion for Confirmands
9:30 a.m. Worship

April 13—Maundy Thursday
Communion
1 p.m. Peace Residences
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 12th
Be sure to set your
clocks ahead one hour

Ash Wednesday
March 1, 2017
Worship Services
11 am Fireside Chapel
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary
April 14—Good Friday
Tennebrae
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

April 16—Easter
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Worship
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Fact or Fiction. . .
By Rev. Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
What is a “fact?” Are facts important? Who gets to decide that a fact is in fact a
“fact.”
Once upon a time there was this notion that facts were solid indisputable pieces of
information. We’ve always known that opinions could be fluid, they could change,
they could be influenced, but facts were facts. They were reliable, didn’t change and
they were indifferent to feelings, indifferent to whether they were popular or not, they
were simply the facts. Facts were the final arbiter of disputes between opinions. In
the hierarchy of believability, uninformed opinion was at the bottom, informed opinion was much much
better, but facts ruled supremely at the top of the hill. Facts mattered.
At that time facts were established by a rigorous criteria. There needed to be proof. Evidence. Research.
Peer review. Facts were not personal. For example, no one could say that water froze at say, 30 degrees
Fahrenheit for them, while it froze at 32 degrees for everyone else.
It seems that now we have entered a time where facts have outlived their value. Apparently, now if you
don’t like the facts, you can simply pull more desirable facts out of the air, no proof, no evidence, no
substantiation. Just call it an “alternative fact” and these more desirable facts can claim the same authority
as those other pesky proof based facts.
I happen to really like this new creative fact based world. In this new world, here are my new facts: I am
much better looking than Brad Pitt and I have considerably more net worth than that Buffett guy and there
were over a thousand people who came to church last week to hear me preach! In the old world order I
would be considered delusional, but in this new world order my facts are as good as anyone else's.
The only problem I have found with this new edition of facts is that they tend to make my world a lot
smaller. They are isolating. In the old days when facts were restricted by proofs and mutual verifiability,
everyone in the world could share the same facts. They connected us across time and space. If something
were true for one, it was true for all, and for all time. Facts could not be owned or limited or bent by the rich,
the powerful or the well connected. Facts were the highest expression of democracy. They applied equally
to all. The latest version of facts, where we are free to make them up without evidence or substantiation,
means two things: 1. Since I may be the only one who regards these facts, I am alone in my beliefs. 2. Now
those with power and influence can promote the facts that are desirable and beneficial to them and can
simply dismiss the ones that are detrimental to their desires. Where once they were the highest expression of
democracy and connectedness now they can be tools of control and oppression.
I for one would be happy to give up my Brad Pitt good looks and all my Warren Buffett money to reclaim
the former edition of FACTS.
Soon we will be in the season of Lent. Lent is a time set aside to ask the hard questions, to face the big
questions of life, to get real about the challenges and the possibilities of claiming to be children of God.
Please plan to join us for all the special services that lead us toward Easter. As we embody the story it can be
expressed through our living.
Blessings and Peace,
Phil
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Easter Lilies and
Memorials

Focus for March Mission
One Great Hour Of Sharing March 12th
One Great Hour of Sharing® is the Lenten Offering of the United Church of
Christ that supports disaster, refugee, and development actions.
In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes of
war, famine, and natural disasters, the Church is called to reclaim the spiritual
discipline of solidarity. As natural, economic, and political forces disrupt and
uproot communities, the Church is called to stand in solidarity with those who
seek to move beyond the trauma of displacement toward a promise of healing
and peace.
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, we, as the body of Christ,
have opportunity and power to help those who are living in despair as
refugees. If refugees had the choice to return home, many would not have a
place to return because their home most likely as been destroyed—either
burned, severely damaged, or is still an unsafe place to live.
This year as you consider your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing
offering, for one moment, think of what it would be like to not have a place to
call home, and then make your very best gift.

Transitional Meeting March 25th 2:00 - 4:00 pm
By Rev. Phil Price
The strength of any congregation is the strength of it’s relationships.
We have spent considerable time in our previous Transitional Meetings
remembering and dreaming. Strong relationships have always been
what has sustained and empowered this congregation. We are now
looking at ways to enhance and nurture these “ties that bind” us
together. At this meeting we will be exploring launching a special kind
of small group ministry here at Peace and we need YOU to be a part of
that discussion. I’m inviting The Rev. Dr. Bobbie McKay to share with
us her wisdom, experience that she has gathered as she has launched this
type of ministry in hundreds of churches. Come and be part of this
exciting and important discussion.
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Easter lilies are available to order
through the church office that will be
placed around
the altar on
Easter
morning. The
cost is $13.00
and includes
foil wrapping
and a bow.
The
pink
forms
for
ordering may
be found in the church office or on
the Information Counter in the
Narthex. Lily orders are due to the
office by April 2nd with payment.
Easter memorials need to be into
the church office by Sunday April
9th to be included in the Easter
program.

2016 March To
the Manger
Thank You
Thank you to all who
contributed to March to the
Manger.
Total
gifts
(including match) was $24,
820. We are so thankful for
those who have caught the
vision in what we are doing
here in this community!

“On the Lighter Side”
“You idiot! You’ve thrown
away one of the first books
ever printed. A copy recently
sold for $700,000 at an
auction.”
“Mine wouldn’t have been
worth a dime,” replied the
man. “Some clown by the
name of Martin Luther had
scribbled all over it.”

We will be serving a meal
with the Night Ministry
Health Outreach Bus on
Sunday, April 2, 2017

The PMC Youth Group would like to thank everyone who supported the
Super Bowl Sub and Bake Sale Fundraiser. The total profit was $2,634!!
Youth and adults came out early on Super Bowl Sunday to put together
350 sub sandwiches! Also, thank you to Christine and William Vanderbilt
from Firehouse Subs for partnering with us this year and to all who helped
sell subs, make subs, baked for our bake sale, and helped us in many other
ways! We couldn't have done it without you.

Meal prep at 11 am.
We will leave by 2:30 for
Humboldt Park.
We will return around 7 pm.
SPACE IS LIMITED.
Must be in 8th and up to serve.
RSVP to Pastor Sarah.

Summer Mission Trip
July 23-29, 2017
STL Urban Missions
Total Cost TBD
RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW!
More details coming soon!

Special Youth Group Meeting!
Peace Lounge, March 1 @ 6:30 PM

$50 Deposit due by March 31st.

The ﬁrst Wednesday of the month falls on
Ash Wednesday in March, so we are going
to have a special youth group. Youth and
families are invited to come to the church at

Conﬁrmation
Class of 2017
Sunday, April 9
Sarah Hecker
Aaron Kiela
Ethan Lisak
Elise Signore
Kailey Wasyliw

6:30 PM for dinner and conversation prior
to the Ash Wednesday worship at 7:30.

March 1
March 12
March 19
April 2
April 5

Youth/Family Dinner, 6:30 PM
Confirmation, 11:30-1:30
Confirmation, 11:30-1:30
Night Ministry Meal
Youth Group, 6:30-8:30

Come to worship in
March to hear this
year’s conﬁrmands
oﬀer their Faith
Presentations.

4

Friday, March 17, 2017 @ 6:30 PM
ALL ARE WELCOME!

MAKE YOUR

Bring a friend or maybe three

OWN PIZZA!

and bring your favorite game, too!

RSVP to Pastor Sarah by March 10th.
EASTER EGG HUNT — Help stock our store!
Easter Sunday, April 16th a er Worship
This year, we are con nuing our new tradi on with Bunny Bucks and
the “Hop Shop” for our Easter Egg hunt!
WE NEED YOUR HELP: We are asking for dona ons of small,
inexpensive gi s, toys, candy, etc. Some sugges ons are s ckers, small
candy items, small trinkets and toys, coloring books, children’s books,
puzzles, smaller stuﬀed animals, etc. If you would prefer to donate money instead that would also be
appreciated! If you have any ques ons, talk to Pastor Sarah. Thanks in advance for your help! All items due
April 5th.

Saturday, April 8, 2017
7 am—11 am

Intergenerational Vacation Bible School
Friday, June 23rd from 6-9 PM,
dinner provided
Saturday, June 24th from 9 AM-2 PM,
lunch provided

Join us for a delicious pancake breakfast
and get a visit from the Easter Bunny!
Half of the proceeds will benefit the Palos Fire
Department. Tickets will be on sale in Zion Hall.
$6 — Adults
$3 — 12 and under
3 and under are Free

March 5
March 12
March 17
March 19
March 26
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NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School
Game and Pizza Night
Sunday School
Sunday School

Birthday Greetings
March 3
Julie Sersland
March 4
Christopher Stille
Morgan Wrublik
March 9
Susan Bugajsky
Egon Menker
Richard Schultz
March 10
Maya Burnett
Leon Rinehart
March 11
Jim Hevel

March, 2017
March 13
William Denton
Logan Przybylski
March 15
Daria Baker
March 18
Barbara O’Connell
William Trent
March 19
Matthew Freund
March 20
Jacqueline Schulien
March 21
Laura Haase

March 25
Thomas Delejewski
Edward Polzin, Sr.
March 27
Lily Finn
March 28
Carolyn Notorangelo
March 29
Louise Boone
Gladys Holtam
March 31
Pamela Cornyn
Lillian Matkovich
Louise Swannie

“Pause and Ponder”
Our way is not soft grass,
It’s a mountain path
With lots of rocks.
But it goes upwards,
Forward, toward the sun.
— Ruth Westheimer

You’re in Luck!
You’re invited to our Saint Patrick’s Day Murder Mystery fundraiser!
Date: Friday, March 17, 2017 Saint Patrick’s Day

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place: Prairie Landing
Restaurant at Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive, Palos Park
Cost: $60/person
Ticket includes: 2 drinks and a 3 course dinner
Adults only
Space is limited! RSVP to funddev@peacevillage.org or (708) 671-2495
by March 3rd or until spots are filled.
This is an interactive event so bring your best acting skills! Costumes are encourage!
All participants will receive further information about the role they will be playing and
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March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

ASH
WEDNESDAY
7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
11 am Ash
Wednesday
Service Fireside
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Youth &
Family dinner
7:30 worship
sanctuary

5
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
Communion
NO Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

12

6
Messenger
Deadline

13

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Spring Meeting
11:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am
Confirmation FLC

19
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am
Confirmation FLC

26

Messenger
Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
Baptism
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

7
10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
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Thu
2

Fri
3

4

10

11

7 pm Outreach
& Evangelism

7 pm choir

9

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters

Food
Depository
7 pm choir

2:30 pm Yoga

12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

14

15

16

17

7 pm choir

6:30 pm
Game & Pizza
Night

23

24

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm Yoga

Sat

18

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
7 pm Trustees

20

21

22

Rummage Sale
Set Up
10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village

Rummage Sale
Set UP
7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters;
Messenger
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
5—7 pm

7 pm choir

28

29

30

Rummage Sale
Set Up

Rummage Sale
Set Up

2:30 pm Yoga
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support

27
Rummage Sale
Set Up

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm Yoga

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
5—7 Rummage
Pre-Sale
Members only
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9—3 pm
Rummage
Sale
7 pm choir

25
2—4 pm
Transitional
Planning
Meeting
Fireside

31
Cleanup

Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Births
January 30, 2017 —Mackenzie
Grace Tooth, daughter of Jason and
Monica, nee Studzinski
February 13, 2017,—Abigail Fay
Finn, daughter of Christ and Becky,
nee Kujawa
February 21, 2017—Harrison Grant
Gehrs, son of Jared and Whitney,
nee Kueltzo

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for articles for the
April issue of the Messenger is
Monday, March 6th. The issue
will be available for pickup on
Sunday, March 26th.

Have the Urge to Purge?
Rummage Sale
Thursday, March 30 9—3
There will be a pre-sale on Wednesday
Evening 3-7 pm for PMC Members only
Lent is the time of giving up—old habits, sins, emotions and
things that are not serving you well. Including items around your
house that need to go. So clean out your closets, basements and
toy boxes and donate to the Rummage Sale. All types of items are
acceptable, as long as they are clean and in fairly good condition.
We also need volunteers. We need to unpack, and set up. We
have lost several core helpers, and the rest of us are getting a
little older and tired-er! There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in Zion hall. We need a few men during the week, but
especially on Monday morning, march 27, from 10-12.
There will also be a LifeStyles Bake Sale. They always present a
variety of delicious goodies to top off your shopping experience.
So, please *donate* help set up, and then* come and shop.
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Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Director
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski . . . . . . . . . . Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . .Administrator

