April, 2016

Vol. CIX No. 3

“Growing Together in Peace”

You are Invited to
A Workshop With
Pastor Phil
Saturday, April 2nd
2 p.m.—4 p.m.

Preparing the
Way for Our
Next Called
Pastor
Attention Golfers

Mark Your Calendar!
The semi-annual Rummage Sale will be
Thursday, April 28th.
You may bring in items anytime during
the month of April.
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PMC
Youth
will
be
sponsoring a
golf outing to
support their
journey to the
National Youth
Event in Orlando Florida this July.
Save the date, April 24, for this golf
and dinner event with a prize packed
raffle. The Silver Lake Country
Club will be the place to be for this
fun filled golf and dinner
extravaganza with tee times starting
at 12:30 and dinner at 7:00. See the
enclosed flyer and Pastor Sarah or
Dennis
Kirscher
for
further
information.

Our “In Between Time”
By Reverend Philip Price
The “In between Time,” is that special time between what was and what will
be. It is a time to reflect and learn, to dream and to be nourished for the work
ahead.
We are a people called to live between memory and hope. So many times
throughout scripture we are called to remember and to bring forward the
lessons learned from the past. We are also called to be people of vision, ever
moving forward to new places of being that could hardly have been imagined
in the past. There is tension between those two values as we don’t always
agree on what needs to be brought forward and remembered and what needs
to be moved on from to new places of liberation and blessing.
It has never been easy being the people of God. It has always been a struggle to perceive, understand and
follow what we hold to be God’s will for us. It has always required attentiveness, willingness to listen,
humility, honesty, and an openness to God’s Spirit as we seek to be faithful in this new day that has been given
to us.
This is a time of discernment, where we try our best to clarify who we are, where we are, and where we want
to go.
It is important that we all participate. It is important that each of us speaks our truth and listens as others speak
their truth. The church is at its best when it respectfully listens, prayerfully speaks, and humbly considers an
opinion that may be different from one’s own.
The world seeks to silo people into camps of likeness and sameness. These silos become echo chambers
where nothing new is learned and what is already believed becomes exaggerated and hardened until nothing
new can be conceived or perceived. During this election cycle we have ring side seats as we witness how this
siloing of society plays out in real time. Debates become shouting matches. Speeches become opportunities
not to inform but to insult and debase. Misinformation and simplistic solutions to complex issues become
normalized. What is at stake is not just which candidate or party will ultimately be chosen but if democracy
itself can survive this kind of discourse.
The church is not to be a silo! We are to be a BODY that honors diversity and is specifically called to honor
people who are different and who have differing gifts than we do. It’s this radical notion that we actually
NEED each other and are all better off if we work together! I think the world needs our witness as we model
how folks with very different gifts and views can respect and honor and learn from each other.
Please be sure to be part of the Transitional Discussions on April 2.
It is wonderful to be with you and I give thanks everyday for the opportunity of being your Pastor.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Phil
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Summer Camp
Programs At
Tower Hill and
Pilgrim Park
Registration forms for Summer
Camp at Tower Hill or Pilgrim Park
for Youth and Adults can be found at
the Information Center and in the
Church Office. You also may register online at www.il-odm.org. Godstock Camp, ($359.00) directed by
Dennis Kirscher and Kelly Kirscher,
is July 17-23 at Tower Hill and Tenderfoot (cost $159.00), ages K-2nd
Grade with Cindy White is July 2123. Grandparent Camp at Tower
Hill is either June 16-18 or 20-22.
Pastor Sarah’s camp, Worship &
Wonder, at Pilgrim Park is the week
of July 10-15 and is $322.00.
Peace Memorial Church helps to
underwrite part of the cost of camp
each year for church members. There
are many other camps available
throughout the summer. Registration forms are also available at the
Information Desk and in the Church
Office.
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More information in the May Messenger

Life Line Screening to Offer Screenings on
Friday, April 8, 2016 at
Peace Memorial Church

Peace Memorial Church is pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life
Line Screening, a leading provider of community–based preventive health
screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings on Friday, April 8, 2016. Five screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause
of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta;
hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke
risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk
of osteoporosis. Register for Package 1 which includes all 4 vascular tests for
$139 or Package 2 which includes the 4 vascular tests plus the osteoporosis
screening for $149. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. See
the enclosed flyer for more information. To pre-register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off either of the two vascular packages, please call 1
-888-653-6450.
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More on Mental Illness
By Vera Bayer
The following is an excerpt from an article written by Joni Agronin, NAMI
Communications Coordinator, in the Spring, 2015 issue of NAMI Advocate
titled “Getting Support Without Giving Your Name — (Why the ability to
Stay Anonymous is necessary)”.
Speaking out about mental illness is no easy task, especially when it involves
disclosing your own mental health condition. While it can be an empowering
experience for some, there is no doubt that it can also be petrifying for others.
The decision of whether or not to disclose a mental health diagnosis is an
incredibly complicated and personal one, and it should be a choice that every
individual gets to make on their own without worrying about how it will affect
the success of their treatment. “It’s an intensely personal decision,” says Dr.
Ken Duckworth, NAMI’s medical director. “You have to really be prepared
for the consequences of telling people.”
“Even today, there is a tremendous amount of stigmas associated with living
with a mental health condition,” says Sarah O’Brien, program manager for
NAMI’s Peer to Peer education program. “Anonymous support gives people a
safe way to explore, learn and grow without having to worry about the
misperceptions or judgments of others.”
The following are NAMI Anonymous Support Options:
 You Are Not Alone: An online story-sharing hub for individuals to post
their experiences with mental illness. Whether the person has been
diagnosed with a mental health condition or is simply a friend or family
member, he or she can find and share information and support. Visit not
alone.nami.org to follow.
 OK 2 Talk: An online story-sharing hub for young people to vent, ask for
help and share success stories on the topic of mental health. Visit
www.OK2Talk.org to follow
 NAMI AIR: A new free smartphone support app through which both
individuals living with mental illness and their family members or loved
ones can share their thoughts and feelings while connecting with and
supporting their peers. Visit www.nami.org/Find-Support/Air-App for
more information or go to the App store to download.
 Discussion Groups: NAMI.org contains discussion groups on various
topics where people can ask questions, share thoughts and connect with
others.
Visit www.nami.org/Find-Support/Discussion-Groups to get
involved.
If you are in need of help, remember the following places:
1. NAMI Southwest (708) 425-0925 for support, education and advocacy for
persons with mental illness and their families.
2. Metropolitan Family Services Southwest (708) 974-2300 for counseling
and mental health services.
3. Emergency Mental healthcare Center (708) 331-0500 for 24/7 emergency
mental health care.

On Vacation
Pastor Phil will be on vacation
from April 29-May 12. Rev.
Sarah will be preaching on May 1
and May 8th.
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Mission Focus
for April 2016
(Editor’s Note—Mission focus for
March was changed to “Something to
Eat” Meal Packaging so Camp
Scholarship is the focus for April)
By Dennis Kirscher

If you could give a child the
opportunity to have a life changing
experience, wouldn’t you jump at
that chance? If you answered yes,
let me tell you how to be a hero to
one of PMC’s youngsters. For the
month of April, all donations from
the pink mission envelope/Camp
Scholarship envelope you’ll find
every week in your Sunday bulletin
will be placed in the Camp
Scholarship fund.
This fund
provides financial assistance to our
young people who attend camps at
Tower Hill and Pilgrim Park. As a
director for Godstock, a week long
camp at Tower Hill in Sawyer
Michigan, I have had campers tell
me that coming to camp is truly a
life changing experience.
Your
donation in the pink mission
envelope can make it possible for
one of our PMC youngsters to have
this camp experience. Please help us
grow the Camp Scholarship fund
with your pink mission or Camp
Scholarship envelope donation.
THANK YOU from the Mission
Committee, and from me personally,
Dennis Kirscher.

May Messenger
Deadline
Articles and news
for the May issue of
The Messenger is
due into the office
by Monday, April 11th. The
issue will be available for pickup
on Sunday, April 24th.

Birthday Greetings
April 2
Sarah Freund
Debra Skowron
April 3
Brian Kukla
April 4
Donald Hummel
Mark Rimkus
Stacey Swieringa
April 5
Christopher Schneider
Lillian Zikmund
April 7
Ed Bledsoe
Leah Delejewski
April 12
Barbara Cox
Sharon Kloos
Elizabeth Oremovich
Lori Rudnicki

April, 2016

April 13
Thomas Bockmann
Carol Baumler
John Robbins
Sydney Wasyliw
April 16
Joseph Graben
Kaci Johnson
Cassidy Medyk
James Murray
April 17
Gail Jefchak
Deborah Jerry
Darlene Trent
April 18
Whitney Gehrs
Phyllis Karner
Bradley Nolan
William Smolik
April 19
Allie Johnson
April 20
Emily Hoefler
April 21
Halle Swieringa
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April 24
Mark Mueller
April 24
Maria Nestor
Brett Nolan
April 25
Paul Gross
April 26
Henry Freund
Elliot Hevel
April 27
Marsha Bockmann
Ruth Drobitch
Margaret Unger
April 28
Beverly Wehofer
April 29
Edward Baker
April 30
Daniel Powers

April 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2
2 – 4 pm
Transitional
Planning
Meeting

3
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship,
Communion
NO Sunday School
10:45 am Mission
Committee

4
7 pm Residence
Board
7 pm Men’s
Basketball

2:30 pm Yoga
Class

12

10

11

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
11:30 am Bunco
Peace Lounge
11:30 am
Confirmation
11:30 PMC Card
Ministry,
Narthex

May
Messenger
Deadline

17

18

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
12 noon All ages
Service Project
“Something to Eat”
meal packaging
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2:30 pm Yoga
Class

7 pm Men’s
Basketball
7 pm Outreach &
Evangelism

7 pm Men’s
Basketball

6
7 am volunteers
9 am Crafters &
quilter
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6 pm Bunco

13
7 am volunteers
9 am Crafters &
quilter
11 am Worship
Committee
3 pm Cook for
PADS
6:30 pm Youth
Group

19

20

2:30 pm Yoga
Class

7 am volunteers
9 am Crafters &
Quilter
Messenger
Helpers

7

8

7 pm choir

8-5 pm
Life Line
Screening
Zion Hall

14

15

1:30 pm Book
Discussion,
Peace Lounge

7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support Group

16
8:15 am Greater
Chicago Food
Depository

7 pm choir

21

9

22

23

29

30

7 pm choir

7 pm Trustees

24

Messenger
Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
12:30 pm Golf
Outing to Benefit
Youth
7 pm Dinner

25

26

27

Rummage Sale
Set-up

Rummage Sale
Set-up

Rummage Sale
Set-up

28

2:30 pm Yoga
Class

7 am volunteers

9 – 3 pm
Rummage
Sale

7 pm choir
6:30 pm Youth
Group
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The Sunday school’s Food Drive in
February was a GIANT success thanks to
all of you! Throughout the month of
February we collected over 800 nonperishable food items!! We had a great
group on February 28th that helped sort
and deliver the items to Pilgrim Faith as
well! Thanks for helping our Sunday
school make an impact in our
community!

Sunday, April 10th
Pastor Sarah will be joining the Sunday school for an extra special class!! We encourage all
families to be here this day. We also ask that at least one parent/guardian of each child/
family a end our class this day.
We will s ll leave for Sunday school a er children’s me in worship. See you there!!!

Believe In…

UCC National Youth Event

The Earth

ATTENTION YOUTH AGES 13-18!!! SPACE IS LIMITED!

Each Other

SIGN UP SOON OR YOU MIGHT MISS OUT!

Where: Coronado Springs Resort Hotel — Lake Buena Vista, FL
The
Unconventional When: July 25—31, 2016

The Prophetic
Justice
Your Story

Cost:

Total approx. cost:

$750 plus money souvenirs, etc.

NYE Registration:

$569 for double occupancy

Travel Cost:

$50 per person

Extra Meals:

$100-$150

A deposit of $100 is due by April 15th.
YOU(th)
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Our Members
And Friends
Congratulations

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Dave and Pam Cornyn on their 35th
Wedding Anniversary March 21st

“On the Lighter Side”
Hoping to help his church
save money, Pastor Jones
decided to paint the church
exterior himself, but all he had
on hand was one bucket of
paint. So he collected a bunch
of empty buckets and some
water, which he used to thin
the paint enough to cover the
building. Then he spent the
whole day painting.
That night it rained and
washed off all the paint. The
pastor was so discouraged and
asked God, “Why...why Lord, did
you let it rain and wash away all
my hard work?” To which God
replied, “Repaint and thin no
more!”

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.

Blessed are those who give without remembering and
receive without forgetting.
We need some clouds in our life to have a beautiful
sunset.
Faith does not demand that we win; it does demand that
we keep trying.
It is nice to be important, but it is more important to be
nice.
If you are not as close to God as you once were, make no
mistake about who moved.
Don’t go where the path leads. Rather, go where there is
no path and leave a trail.

Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Amanda Christofanelli. . . .Children’s Music
Director
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
Linda Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

Submitted by Gary Kwiatkowski
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Proceeds to Benefit:
Peace Memorial Church Youth Group
April 24, 2016
Tee Times Start: 12:48 pm
14700 S 82nd Ave
Orland Park, IL
(708) 349-6940

ONLY $90/Golfer
Includes: 18 Holes, riding cart,
dinner, and a beverage
OPEN TO ALL GOLFERS!

For Non-golfers:
Dinner Only: $35

Best Ball Scramble
Four Players/Team
On Course Contests
Raffle at Dinner
Prizes
LOOKING FOR
SPONSORS!
Promote your
business and help
support the Peace
Memorial Church
Youth Group!

Peace Memorial Church
United Church of Christ
10300 W 131st St.
Palos Park, IL 60901
Phone (708) 448-7833
Fax (708) 448-0824

Contact Person:
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach
sarah.lohrbach@gmail.com
Cell Phone (815) 370-0261
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