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“Growing Together in Peace”

Children and Youth Sunday
Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 21, 2016
Join us for worship on August 21st to learn about all
the wonderful things our children and youth have
done over the summer including church camp and
the UCC National Event. Let Pastor Sarah know if
you would like to be involved in worship!
All students and teachers are invited to bring their backpacks or work bags to church to be
blessed as well!

Be a PIECE of PEACE
Sunday, September 18, 2016
Join us for Celebration Sunday on September 18th (formally
Rally Day). We will recognize those moving from Cradle Roll
to Sunday School and doing the presentation of Bibles during
worship.
After worship join us for a potluck cookout! Burgers and
Hotdogs will be provided. There will also be games, a bounce
house, and the local Fire Department will be there! If you
want to help make this event a success, come join us for our
next meeting on Thursday, August 11th at 7 PM. This is an
ALL CHURCH event and the community is invited! We hope
you will join us! Watch out for sign-up sheets and more
information.
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A Sense of Purpose
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
Yes, it is summertime and the living is easy...but fall is coming and we want to
go into the fall with a sense of purpose and an excitement for the mission of this
church.
There are a couple of important days to put on your calendar right now.
1. August 20, 2:00 p.m. Transitional meeting #4. We will be discussing
Growth Opportunities and Challenges. This is an incr edibly
important discussion and we need as many as possible to be a part of this
discussion.
2. September 18th—Celebration Sunday! First, PLAN TO BE THERE!
Second, plan to bring a friend! Invite those you haven’t seen in awhile. This will be a fun filled day as
we launch into a season of mission and ministry
3. September 25, 10:30 am Transitional Meeting #5. We will welcome Barbara Broadbent back to Peace
Memorial to offer a special workshop that she gives to congregations in transition called The Appreciative
Way. This promises to be an informative and exciting workshop as we go through this time of reflection
and planning.
What an exciting time to be a Christian! As you know this is an election year and already many unexpected
things have happened. The heat is going to be turned up the closer we get to the election. We are going full
speed into a season of spin, fear mongering, hyperbole, false alternatives, disingenuous attacks, hypocrisy,
bluster, false promises, name calling, scapegoating, pandering, apocalyptic warnings, revisionist history,
endless appeals for money, and fear of answering the phone or watching TV. Isn’t democracy fun!
In the middle of this we are called to be peace makers. We are those who regularly pray, “Thy Kingdom
come…” We have a higher calling and allegiance than to this party or to that party. We are called to be nonanxious people of hope and love. We are those who seek to understand and to be understood. We are those
who pray for wisdom and for eyes that can see through the fog. We are those who will respect those with
whom we disagree. There will be those who having been whipped up into a fervor will say regrettable things.
We are to be forgiving and gracious. There will be those who unable to carry the toxic load of collective
anxiety will act out in unacceptable ways. We are to be forgiving and gracious.
Yes, we are heading into a storm, but we’ve faced storms before and we serve the one who can look into a
storm and say, “Peace, be still…”
Thank you for being part of the ministry of this church. Please pray that we remain energized and faithful to
the call to be God’s people.
Blessings,
Phil
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Rummage Sale September 29th
Items can start to be brought in for the Fall Rummage Sale
beginning Monday, August 29th. Items need to be in good
condition as they have a better chance of being sold such as
household items, clothes, furniture and working electronics.

Mission & Spiritual Care Committee
Through the Mission and Spiritual Care committee, PMC is supporting the
Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD). The GCFD is Chicago’s food
bank – a nonprofit food distribution and training center that provides food for
hungry people while striving to end hunger in our community.
The Food Depository, founded in 1979, makes a
daily impact across Cook County with a network of
650 pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, mobile
programs, children’s programs, older adult
programs and innovative responses that address the
root causes of hunger. Last year, the Food
Depository distributed 68 million pounds of shelfstable food, fresh produce, dairy products and
meat, the equivalent of 155,000 meals every day.
Most of the product donations come from more
than 350 local and national food companies,
grocers, foodservice organizations, produce markets and growers that find a
convenient, safe and reliable way to channel food to us that might otherwise go
to waste. Roughly 700 food drives are sponsored each year by local business,
professional and community organizations, schools and churches. All food
donations are inspected, sorted, repacked and labeled for distribution to
agencies by volunteers and employees who operate out of our food bank and
training center.
The Greater Chicago Food Depository has 1 goal and 1 mission: To fight
hunger 1 dollar, 1 meal, 1 person at a time, until the day that no 1 goes hungry.
THEY CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT THE HELP OF MANY.
PMC has reserved spots for volunteers to repack donated food at the
warehouse at 41st and Pulaski on Saturday August 20th and September
17th. Anyone age 14 and over can volunteer. Work is available for all skill
levels. Please consider volunteering a few hours of your time. For more
information, contact Ruth Van Hecke at 708-923-0387.

Monthly Mission Offering
Name:______________________________
Envelope Number:____________________

September
Messenger Deadline
Articles and news for the September
issue of The Messenger
are due into the office
by Monday August
15th.
The issue will be
available for pickup on Sunday,
August 28th.

“On the
Lighter Side”
A minister is walking down the
street one sunny afternoon
when he notices a very small
boy trying to press a doorbell
on a house across the street.
But the doorbell is too high for
the little boy to reach.
After watching the boy’s
efforts, the minister decides
to give the lad a hand. So he
crosses over and goes up to the
house and gives the bell a solid
ring.
Crouching down to the little
boy’s level, the minister smiles
benevolently and asks, “And now
what, my little man?”
To which the boy replies,
“Now we run!”

Amount:____________________________

“Pause and Ponder”
Don’t forget to use the monthly pink mission envelope for August when
monies collected will go to support homelessness.
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We are all broken. That’s how the
light gets in.”
Ernest Hemingway

Homeless in Today’s World
By Gaile Sprissler, Mission and Outreach Committee
There are so many different reasons why people are homeless, such as many
kinds of psychological and emotional distress, and not all of them have to do
with financial needs. In every period of economic downturn, the
disenfranchised find their way to certain areas, to survive and find solace.
Parks and viaducts are magnets for the homeless. In the 1860’s they were
called tramps and bums, and they migrated to parks in droves. In the Great
Depression, the poor pitched tents and made shanties in certain areas of many
cities. There are kids who would rather take their chances on the streets then
continue to endure abuse and sometimes heinous torture at home. Mentally ill
patients who have been vacated from institutions because of overcrowding and
government under-funding. It’s said that we are all just a couple of major
operations away from being homeless. Or maybe the diagnosis of a serious
illness, and the astronomical expense of dealing with it has depleted life
savings.
Those fellow humans are sharing the planet in a different lifestyle than most
of us. Yes, some have issues with substance abuse. But many are the victims of
drastic experiences that have forced them to be where they are today.
Automatic judgment or disregarding these souls denies you the opportunity to
open yourself to the chance to give something of yourself to another. Perhaps
your reaction originates from fear, or even disgust. Yet aren’t we called upon
seek virtue in others? We don’t know their story, and maybe we are reluctant
to be up close and personal.
However, we can find ways to reach out, to do what we are comfortable
doing, and perhaps push our minds and hearts a little further. It is unlikely that
homelessness will ever entirely go away. Even with economic upturns, there
will still be those who are lost, living out there, and in need of a hot meal, a
shower and change of clothes, or a place to sleep inside when the weather is
icy. Let’s support the shelters that can provide these comforts. A kind word, or
even a smile can uplift a heart. Gives new meaning to the phrase: Go ahead,
make my day!

Peace Bear Ministry
Peace Bears are stuffed bears
donated by church
members that are then
tagged volunteers and
placed on a bench in the
sanctuary. The tag has
information on it that
explains what this ministry is about.
Then the Bears take part in our
worship service where they hear
God’s word and music. Any church
member may take a bear to a friend
in need or on a visit to the hospital.
Pastor will also be taking Bears with
her when she visits members. There
is a wagon and a bench for Peace
Bears. The wagon and bench will
be moved from time to time so that
more people will see it and be
reminded of this important part of
our Ministry.
The bears may also be found in a
wagon in the narthex. The bears
move around the church to a
different location periodically.
The tag on the bear reads: “This bear
has sat in the pews during worship.
It has heard the Word of God read,
prayers prayed and songs of praise
sung and sermons preached. It has
been given love and loved by others
Now it comes to you, with prayers
for your comfort, strength and
healing. May the Lord bless you and
keep you in His care.”
The Fellowship and Nurturing
Committee members thank you in
advance for taking part in the Peace
Bear Ministry by taking a bear with
you anytime you have a friend or
family member in need.

Peace Bears on their own pew in the sanctuary—
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More On Mental Illness
By Vera Bayer
The following article appeared in the July/August 2016 NAMI Southwest News.
Recently Sheriff Tom Dart developed a mental health transition center at Cook County Jail. During the first six weeks
of the program, inmates receive therapy, Monday through Friday, to identify negative behaviors and patterns of selfabuse. The second six weeks, they receive job readiness training.
This is all part of Dart’s efforts to deal with the expanding population of people with mental illnesses in Cook County
Jail, ever since Illinois closed two state-operated inpatient facilities and cut more than $113.7 million in funding for
mental health services between 2009-2012.
With more than 30 percent of their 9,000 inmates suffering from mental illnesses, Cook County Jail is one of the
largest mental health care providers in the United States.
According to social worker Elli Petacque-Montgomery, Director of Mental Health Policy and Advocacy at Cook
County Jail, “The more they closed the hospitals, the more they closed the community mental health agencies, the more
that people became uninsured and they lost their case manager...these people really didn’t have a link to get help and a
lot of them lost their housing when they were acutely psychotic and needed to be hospitalized. There were no hospitals
to go to, so they ended up...on the street.
“Those people would then, just like anyone else, be hungry and cold, and you would see what we call crimes of
survival; people that would just show up at the 7-Eleven, they’re thirsty and...there’s a village of voices in their head.
They don‘t know where they are, and the police are called, they’re brought in here.
“By the time they get to us, they’ve been off their medicine so long, they’re so disoriented...they think they’re waiting
for the army or...someone has literally cut their toes off. So our job here is to do our best to advocate on the behalf of
those people suffering from mental illness, catch them early, and give them resources first thing before bond court and
also when they’re in jail.”
Among the 60 people screened at Cook County Jail for mental illness recently, 63 percent of women and 37 percent of
men were considered mentally ill. Five had previously been involved with DCFS, often indicating childhood abuse or
neglect.
If you are in need of help, remember the following places:
1. NAMI Southwest (708) 425-0925 for support, education and advocacy for persons with mental illness and their
families.
2. Metropolitan Family Services Southwest (708) 974-2300 for counseling and mental health services.
3. Emergency Mental healthcare Center (708) 331-0500 for 24/7 emergency mental health care.

Church Picnic held on Rally Day, 2015
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August 2016
Sun

Mon

1
7 pm—Residence
Board

Tue

2
10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

Wed

3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

7 am Volunteers
2:30 pm Worship
Peace Village

2:30 pm Yoga,
Fireside

7KOLO Picnic

8

All day-pavilion
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Communion
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am PMC
Card Ministry

14
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am Bunco

21

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 pm Evangelism
Meeting
“Celebration
Sunday”

2:30 pm Yoga,
Fireside

15
September
Messenger
Deadline

22

16

17

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers

18

23

24

25

7 am Volunteers
10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village

9 am Messenger
Helpers

2:30 pm Yoga,
Fireside

29

2—4 pm
Transitional
Meeting
Fireside Chapel
“Growth”

2:30 pm Yoga,
Fireside
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support

30

31
7 am Volunteers

Pickup September
Messenger
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
10:30 am
Fellowship

10
7 am Volunteers

Children and
Youth Sunday
Blessing of the
Backpacks
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
10:30 am
Fellowship

28

9

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 pm Yoga,
Fireside

6

26

27

Birthday Greetings
August 3
Joanne Swinarski
August 4
Jonathan Sulek
August 5
Brian Koch (Tinley Park)
August 6
Betty Jane Brueggeman
August 7
A.J. Kueltzo
August 8
Russell Blaser
August 9
Ellen Starace
James Vondrak
August 10
Theresa Kloos
Raymond Kruse V
Yvonne Robbins
Elise Signore
August 11
Ellen Holmes
August 12
Steven Oremovich
Carl Pratscher, II
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August 13
Carol Hoefler
August 14
Nicole Fazekas
Richard Lisak, Jr.
Gracie Mackle
August 15
Elenore Chase
August 16
Steven Forsythe
August 17
Pamela Kruse
Robert Signore
August 18
Betty Urbauer
August 20
Nadine Powers
August 21
Laura Lisak
Wendy Nault
August 22
Donald Gleisner
Philip Price
Payton Roberson
August 24
Douglas Ruth

August 25
Matthew Hoefler
David Kukla
Karen Schaefer
August 26
Mark Skala
Heidi Szymborski
Helen Zimmermann
August 27
Alicia Henniger
Tyler Johnson
August 28
Phyllis Collins
August 29
Linnea Johnson

Burgers and hotdogs being cooked on the grill for the Church Picnic 2015. Pictured from left to
right are Gary Kwiatkowski, Ken Miller, Pam Cornyn, Glenn Kueltzo and Jim Vondrak.
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Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Funerals
 July 16, 2016 Nancy Lukas
 July 16, 2016—Richard D. Kukla,

passed away July 11, 2016

Baptism
 June 26, 2016—Alyssa Lynn

Peralta, daughter of Stash and
Becca, nee Klaric

Peace Family,
Stephanie and I want to thank you all from the bottom of our
hearts for your kindness and generosity. The wedding shower
was beautiful and we could not be more thankful to be a part of
this church family.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences

Pastor Sarah and Stephanie would like to formally
invite you to their wedding!!
Where: St. John United Church of Christ in Kankakee
1045 W. River St. Kankakee Illinois 60901
When: Sunday September 4th 2016 at 3:00PM.

3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn
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