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“Growing Together in Peace”

Children and Youth Sunday
Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 20, 2017
Join us for worship on August 20th to learn about all
the wonderful things our children and youth have
done over the summer. Let Pastor Sarah know if you
would like to be involved in worship!
All students and teachers are invited to bring their
backpacks or work bags to church to be blessed as well!

Sunday, September 17, 2017
Join us for Celebration Sunday on September 17th.
We will recognize those moving from Cradle Roll to
Sunday School and doing the presentation of Bibles
during worship.
After worship join us for a potluck cookout! Burgers,
hotdogs and chips will be provided by the church and
will be served in Zion Hall. Activities for children will
be in & around the family life center and will include
games, a bounce house, and the local Fire Department
will be there! Each family attending is being asked to
bring a cold side or dessert to share. This is an ALL
CHURCH event and the community is invited! We hope
you will join us! Watch for sign-up sheets and more
information.
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Let’s Get Growing
(Musings on life, being and Spiritual Growth)
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
Spiritual growth is not hard. If it seems hard you are doing it wrong. In fact,
there is a paradoxical reverse effect when it comes to trying to grow spiritually.
The harder you try the less you grow.
Think of a toddler or your teenager. It is not effort that makes them sprout and
need new sneakers every few months, it is the RIGHT CONDITIONS.
The right conditions for your toddler or teenager are good nutrition, clean air
and water, and restful sleep. With those conditions, they will grow effortlessly.
With the conditions of positive models in family and community, they will
grow emotionally and will be able to have healthy relationships. With
conditions that stimulate curiosity and creativity they will grow intellectually
and will be able to solve problems and create solutions.
Spiritual growth is the same. It is not trying harder. It is the placing of ourselves in the right conditions.
The first condition essential for spiritual growth is AWARENESS. Being aware that you are aware that you
are aware. Being aware that you have being. Being able to stand back, look at yourself, and talk to yourself
about yourself. Be in that place of awareness until you are amazed that you are at all.
So much of life is lived bouncing between two places of unawareness - dealing with urgencies and
distractions. Calming the inner storms and incessant chatter and resting in that place of “be still, and know
that I am God.” This is the center point and foundation of all spiritual growth. It is the place where we begin
to know the “voice” that Jesus talked about when he said, “My sheep know my voice.” In that place of deep
awareness we discover a treasure chest. In that treasure chest, if we dare to open it, we come face to face with
something that will endanger life as we know it - our true self, and our deepest longings.
The second condition for spiritual growth is PARTNERING. Spiritual growth is not a solitary endeavor.
Those who try to go it alone get as far as a Ferrari with an empty gas tank. There is no such thing as “rugged
individualism.” Rugged individualism is a euphemism for loneliness. We are designed to be in relationship
and it is in being in relationship that we grow and transcend the limits of our particularity and become part of
something that is far greater than the sum of its parts. In the Old Testament this was called covenant
community. In the New Testament it is called Church, or, the Body of Christ. We are designed to be
CONNECTED, and it is in our connectedness that we enter the realm of ONENESS that Jesus prayed for.
It is amazing to be alive! It is amazing to be connected with YOU. Let’s enhance the connection, let’s get
GROWING!
Blessings and love,
Pastor Phil
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On Tuesday, July 11th Master
Gardener Margaret BurnsWestmeyer gave a presentation
to the Community Gardeners
on the Watershed Model.
Margaret is the University of
Illinois Extension Program
Coordinator from the Matteson
office.
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The Palos Park Fire Department will
again be at the picnic on Sunday,
September 17th.

Church Picnic
2017

Grilling the hamburgers and hotdogs outside. Pictured in the middle are Rudy
Wehofer and George Holmes.

Enjoying the food in Zion Hall.
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Birthday Greetings
August 3
Joanne Swinarski
August 4
Jonathan Sulek
August 5
Brian Koch (Tinley Park)
August 6
Betty Jane Brueggeman
August 7
A.J. Kueltzo
August 8
Russell Blaser
August 9
Ellen Starace
James Vondrak
August 10
Theresa Kloos
Raymond Kruse V
Yvonne Robbins
Elise Signore
August 11
Ellen Holmes
August 12
Steven Oremovich
Carl Pratscher, II
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August 13
Carol Hoefler
August 14
Nicole Fazekas
Richard Lisak, Jr.
Gracie Mackle
August 15
Elenore Chase
Tim Kraft
August 16
Steven Forsythe
August 17
Pamela Kruse
Amber Ostrowski
Robert Signore
August 18
Betty Urbauer
August 20
Nadine Powers
August 21
Laura Lisak
Wendy Nault
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August 22
Donald Gleisner
Philip Price
Payton Roberson
August 24
Douglas Ruth
August 25
Matthew Hoefler
David Kukla
Karen Schaefer
August 26
Mark Skala
Heidi Szymborski
Helen Zimmermann
August 27
Alicia Henniger
August 28
Phyllis Collins
August 29
Linnea Johnson

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed

9:30 am Worship;
Communion
10:30 am
Fellowship

7 pm Residence
Board

2 pm Sandburg
Band
Performance

13

8

4

5

7 am Volunteers

9—6 pm
Sandburg Band
Boot Camp

9—6 pm
Sandburg Band
Boot Camp

10—3 pm
Sandburg Band
Boot Camp

11

12

3 p.m. Wedding
Rehearsal
Samantha
Kujawa and
Eric Miulli

2 p.m. Wedding
Samantha
Kujawa and
Eric Miulli

17

18

19

24

25

26

10

7 am Volunteers

15
September
Messenger
Deadline

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Fellowship

20

9

10-12 pm Kid’s
Club (last)

7 pm CROP
Walk Meeting
Youth Center

14

21

16
7 am Volunteers

7 pm Alzheimer’s
support

22

7 pm Trustees

23
7 am Volunteers

9:30 am Worship;
Backpack
Blessing
10:30 am
Fellowship

27

9 am Messenger
Helpers

28
Messenger
Pickup

Sat

3

2 pm Worship
Peace Village

7

Fri

2

9—6pm
Sandburg Band
Boot Camp

6

Thu

29

30

31

7 am Volunteers

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Fellowship
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Mission & Spiritual Care Committee
By Ruth Van Hecke
The Mission & Spiritual Care
committee regularly asks for
donations for a variety of
charities and organizations. Our
requests are made through
mission moments, posters and
bulletin articles. In August and
September we are focusing on
the needs of the Homeless. One
of our primary missions we
support is the PADS Shelter
Program of Cook County. The mission of PADS is to provide shelter
and services to those who are homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless. The goal of the emergency shelter program is to provide
hospitality, food, and overnight emergency shelter to the homeless
between October 1 and April 30, seven days a week (including
holidays). The sites are staffed entirely by volunteers who prepare,
supervise and clean sleeping accommodations, along with preparing and
serving dinner, breakfast, and a sack lunch. Peace Memorial partners
with St. Andrew church in Homewood who hosts PADS for women and
children. Donations received in August and September will be used
support homelessness missions in our community including
PADS.
DID YOU KNOW - On any given night, approximately
750,000 men, women, and children are homeless in the US.

Coffee Hour
Sponsorship
Interested in sponsoring Coffee
Hour to honor someone’s
birthday (or your own); a
wedding anniversary, graduation;
special award; baptism; or to
promote an awareness of
something special happening in
your life or the church’s?
The sponsoring donation is
$100.00 which includes the cost
of either donuts, coffee cakes or
cakes (or a combination of the
three), the coffee used, creamers,
sugars, cups, plates, forks, signs
announcing what the special
occasion is.

Monthly Mission Offering
Name:______________________________
Envelope Number:____________________
Amount:____________________________

Don’t forget to use the monthly pink mission envelope for August when
monies collected will go to support homelessness.
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Peace Community
Garden Program
The August 3 program has been
cancelled and the final garden
session will be on August 17th at 7
p.m. and it will be on bees and
pollinators presented by Quentin
Maguire, PMC member and bee
keeper.

Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Congratulations
 Larry and Pat Ostrowski on their

55th wedding anniversary on June
23rd
 Kara and Ernie Escalante on their
wedding anniversary July 21st

September
Messenger Deadline
Articles and news for the September
issue of The Messenger are due into
the office by
Monday August
14th.
The issue will
be available for
pickup on
Sunday, August
27th.

Rummage Sale September 28th
Items can start to be brought in for the
Fall Rummage Sale beginning
Monday, August 28th. Items need to
be in good condition as they have a
better chance of being sold such as
household items, clothes, furniture
and working electronics.
Please bring your items to Zion Hall.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn
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