October, 2017

Vol. CX No. 8

“Growing Together in Peace”

Peace
memorial cHurcH
aNNual okToberFesT
“live” GermaN music
From 5—8
Saturday October 7, 2017
4:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Brats, Hamburgers, Hotdogs
Tickets are: $10 Adults
Sauerkraut, German Potato Salad
$8 Seniors (65+)
Dessert and beverages
$5 Children (3—12)
Tickets can be purchased prior or at the door
50/50 Opportunity and other prizes

Fall Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 3, 2017
The semi-annual Congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, December 3rd in order to present, discuss, and
vote on the proposed budget for the 2018 fiscal year. This
meeting will be held immediately following the 9:30 a.m.
service.
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Life Is An Amazing Gift
Stop for a moment and be aware and be in awe.
Be in awe. The purpose of church is to be a platform for life and awe. It is to be that
solid place that isn’t rocked by the waves of culture. It is a place apart from the chorus
of fear based voices demanding that you be afraid. It’s that place to listen to the gentle
inner voice of calm that let’s you hope and encourages your participation in the dance
of life.
The dance of life. It’s about feeling the beat. It’s knowing that the song will end so
don’t sit it out. It’s learning how to move your moves without stepping on other’s
toes. It’s knowing that, yes, you can dance alone but somehow it is much more satisfying to dance with a partner and in
a group that moves to the same beat. It is understanding that not everyone dances to the same music and that’s okay.
That’s okay. Eternal life begins when we can relax and say, “that’s okay.” The universe is in love with diversity. We
tend to fear anything that strays from our sense of normal. The universe wants us to get past that fear and feel the delight of diversity. Spiritual growth is always in the direction of confronting bigotry and prejudice and finding oneness
with the ones we were once alienated from. Eternal life is being in the NOW and being okay.
NOW. It’s the only moment that matters. Now is the only container that can hold the Kingdom of God. Eternity/
everlasting life is not up ahead, it is not someday, not something that we have to die to attain. It is right here, right now.
Our Stewardship campaign is all about stepping into the Kingdom moment and being present to the now. Now is the
time to let go of anxiety to breathe deeply in peace. Now is the moment to let go of the hoarding impulse to experience
the relief and release of generosity. Now is the moment to raise our eyes to the sky and smile and know that we are part
of a dance that has lasted for untold generations. Now is the moment to pour out our life into life!
Let this be the moment for growth. Feel the rush of generosity and experience eternity in a moment.
Blessings,
Pastor Phil

PMC to Host Fashion Show
Fashion Show to benefit Starlite #1
Order of Eastern Star
(See insert to RSVP)
Fashions by Dressbarn
All Are Welcome
See Flyer enclosed in Messenger
Cost is $20
RSVP form to Pam Cornyn
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November Messenger
Deadline
Articles and news for the November
issue of The Messenger are due into
the office by Monday October 16th.
The issue will be available for
pickup on Sunday, October 29th.

Neighbors in Need—October 1
The 2017 theme for NIN is "Protect the Sacred: In a Just World, Clean Water
is Life.” Our congregation will receive the NIN offering on October 1, as
part of World Communion Sunday observance.
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry
(CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts,
and direct service projects through grants.
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing
justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work
ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address
systemic injustice. Funding is provided through donations to the Neighbors in
Need offering.

Discover Islam
This is a set of 6 award winning
documentaries about the Muslim
Faith. Over 1.75 billion people across
the globe are Muslim. Yet few
people outside the faith truly
understand their beliefs, practices and
values. There is great misinformation
about issues ranging from Jihad to
Women’s Rights. These films aim to
remedy this situation. If you would
like to watch these DVD’s they are
available to borrow from the church
office.

World Communion
Sunday October 1

Time Change
Sunday November 5
Looking ahead to November
please remember to turn your
clocks BACK one hour before
you go to bed on Saturday,
November 4th.
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World Communion Sunday is
always observed on the first Sunday
of October and is a time when
Christians in every culture break
bread and pour the cup to remember
and affirm Christ as the head of the
Church. It offers us a distinctive
opportunity to experience Holy
Communion in the context of the
global community of faith.
We will also be collecting for
Neighbors in Need, a special mission
offering of the United Church of
Christ that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout
the United States. It is the day that
we can express our connectedness
and responsibility to our brothers and
sisters in need.

Silver Lake
Country Club
South Course

________
12:00 First Tee Off

________
Cocktails at 6:00
Dinner at 7:00

__________
Golf and Dinner
$100.00
Dinner Only $35

_________
Tee Sponsorship
Gold $500.00

OCTOBER 1, 2017
PMC CREW

Silver $250.00
_______
Bronze $125.00

(Peace Memorial Church Community Renovation by
Ecumenical Workers)

Annual Charity Golf Outing
PMC CREW is one of the many mission groups at Peace Memorial
Church. CREW has actively partnered with Habitat for Humanity,
and more recently Tower Hill Camp in Sawyer, MI, helping both
with fund raising and construction projects. The proceeds of this
year’s outing will help fund new construction projects at Tower
Hill. Please come out for golf and dinner, or just for dinner and
some fun. Sponsor a Tee Box with your business or personal
message. Any and all donations will be appreciated. Please help us
make this a successful day for Tower Hill Camp.
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RED NECK RAFFLE
AFTER GOLF
Prize Donations
WELCOME
Contact PMC Office
708-361-6661
Den Kirscher on Facebook
or kirscher8@aol.com

Thank you for coming out and celebrating with us!
We had a truly wonderful worship full of praise
and testimony, followed by a fun-filled time of fellowship, food and games.
It was amazing to see all those young people up
front as we recognized those baptized in the last
five years and presented Bibles and gifts to our
youngest members.

There are fun and exciting things happening with
our Sunday School and Family Life Center!! We
have been working hard on making some changes

HELP US FILL OUR NEW LIBRARY!

and improvements to our children’s ministry

Christian Ed has brought back the library!

space—including a new Library and Prayer Room!

Sadly, we didn’t have many books to start

Sunday School will be diﬀerent this year too! We

with, and so we need your help!

will be looking in depth at several diﬀerent topics

Throughout the month of October we will

and themes and ﬁnding ways to share with the

be collecting new and gently used books

congregation what we are doing!

to stock our library. We are looking for
picture books, chapter books and DVD’s.

Thank You for Your Help!!!

First Wednesday
of the month.
6:30-8:30 PM
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“One Such Child” — A Note from Pastor Sarah Lohrbach
On September 3rd, I shared a message with the congregation about the importance of
welcoming children. It began after a impassioned Christian Ed meeting, where I sat and
listened to passionate pleas for the inclusion of our children into the full life and ministry of
this church. I listened to the hopes and desires for creating connection between our older
members and our younger members. Real connection. Deep connection. Knowing more
than faces and names. A desire for our children to be seen and heard and known. It was
an energy and passion that needed to be shared!
In Matthew 18:1-6, Jesus responds to the disciples question about who is the greatest with a an unexpected
call and challenge. Jesus invites a little child to come to him. He places that child in the center of the disciples
and tells them, “If you even want to ENTER the kingdom of heaven, you must change and become like
children.”
So, what does it mean to become like children? Children are vulnerable. They depend on others. They are
curious and imaginative. They look at the world and faith with awe and wonder. They are adventurous. They
aren’t saddled with old ways and old ideas that prevent them from forging new paths and trying new things.
They are open to all the world has to show them. They don’t seek power, they seek love.
Adults, in our positions of power and privilege, are called to turn around. We must let go of our self-seeking,
self-serving ways. We have to learn again what it means to be dependent, to trust wholly in others and in God.
To seek first and above all else, love. We have to stop seeing ourselves as above, or better than these little
ones whom Jesus has placed among us.
But Jesus doesn’t end there. We have to do more than become like children. We have to welcome them.
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
The kind of welcome to which Jesus refers is far more than a greeting or a simple invitation. To truly welcome
children into the life and ministry of the church means extending that invitation to all parts of congregational
life. It means not responding to every child’s request to be a part of something or do something within the
church by saying, “You’re too young” or “when you’re older.” It means realizing that our children need to feel
welcome not just at Sunday school, but when they are in the sanctuary, or in meetings, or at events.
It also means, creating safe space. These little ones need to feel safe. Safe to be who they are. To ask their
questions. To move and fidget when sitting for too long becomes difficult. Safe to show their emotions and
their feelings. To shout out passionately in the midst of the worshipping body when something strikes them.
Over the next 9 months, our Sunday School will be embarking on a new adventure. And we are going to invite
you to join us. Our children will be taking what they learn each month and bringing it back to the congregation.
There will be opportunities for you to partner with our children, to support them in their faith journeys, to get to
know them on a deeper level.
I encourage each and every one of you to take some time to get to know our young people. Learn their names
and faces. But also what they like and dislike. What their dreams and hopes are. Come to our events and
embrace Jesus’ call to become like children. Learn what faith looks like through their eyes. See the awe and
wonder. Ponder their questions with them. Imagine with them. Dream with them. Worship with them. Tell them
YOUR story.
And in those moments when you gather with these
little ones, remember what Jesus said...

“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me.”
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ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Sponsored by Christian Education.
Join us on October 21st at the Family Life Center
for Trunk or Treating, pumpkin carving and
decorating, a bonfire and more! We will roast hot
dogs, make s’mores, play games, make crafts,
and create our own edible monsters!!

Put on your costumes and join us!
Don’t forget to invite your friends!!
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Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Baptisms
 September 9, 2017— Mackenzie

Grace Tooth, born January 30,
2017, daughter of Jason and Monica, nee Studzinski.
 September 10, 2017—William
Elias Oremovich, born June 7,
2017 son of William and Dana, nee
Nelson

Congratulations
 Charley and Dawn Smith on their

50th Wedding Anniversary on August 19th
 Ken and Barb Miller on their 54th
Wedding Anniversary on September 14th

PMC Landscapers’ and
Gardeners’ Christmas Party
Celebrating over 20 Years of Service to
Peace Memorial Church
The Garden Chalet
11000 S. Ridgeland, Worth

6:00 p.m. Friday, December 1, 2017
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Music Provided by The 3 J’s

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

$35.00 per person
Tickets available in Zion Hall

Peace Village Circle Inn
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(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn
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October 2017
Sun

18:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship;
World Communion
Sunday; NIN
NO Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11 a.m. Mission
Committee
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Mon

2

3

7 p.m. Residence
Board
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10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 Yoga,
Fireside

16

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
2 pm CROP Walk

22

Messenger Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 worship;
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

17
November
Messenger
Deadline

23

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

29

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 Yoga,
Fireside
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8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship;
Mission Sunday
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11 am Bunco

15

Tue

10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 Yoga,
Fireside
7:00 pm
Alzheimer’s
Support Group
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10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 Yoga,
Fireside

30

Wed

4
7 am Volunteers
9 am Arts &
Crafters
12:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
2 pm Worship,
Peace Village
6:30 pm Youth
Group

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

Setup for
Oktoberfest

11 am
Memorial
Service for
Jackie Schulien

7 p.m. Adult
Choir

11

12

7 am Volunteers
9 am Arts &
Crafters
12:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

7 p.m. Adult
Choir

18

19

7 am Volunteers
9 am Arts &
Crafters
12:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Lounge

4—9 pm
Oktoberfest

13

14

20

21
4—8 p.m.
Beginning with
Trunk N Treat
Christian
Education
Fall Fest

7 p.m. Adult
Choir

7 pm Trustees

25

26

7 am Volunteers
9 am Arts &
Crafters; Messenger helpers
12:30 am Bible
Study Peace
Lounge
7 pm ONA
Meeting

31
10:30 am Bible
Study, Peace
Village
2:30 Yoga,
Fireside

10

7 p.m. Adult
Choir

27

28

Birthday Greetings
October 1
John O’Neil
October 2
David Skala
October 3
Michelle Betcher
October 5
Kevin Hutchinson
October 7
Bradley Denton
Vivian O’Neil
October 8
Alexander Przybylski
October 11
Amanda Ferris
Ken Kamper
October 16
David Hook
Sienna Ostrowski
Jason Tooth

October, 2017
October 18
Walter Krug
Mary Ann Ochsenhofer
Hunter Perry
October 19
Linda Metz
Diane Oremovich
October 21
Ryan Marek
October 22
Sandra Hecker
Cindy White
October 23
Jeanine Gerard
Jill Roberson
William Smolik
Amy Szymborski
October 24
Mia Lisak
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October 25
Kailey Jirsa
Mya Watson
October 27
Kimberly Skala
October 28
Susan Freund
Wayne Hoefler
Edward Marks
October 30
John Hoessler
Jayne Przybylski

