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“Growing Together in Peace”

On September the 17th we are hosting our second
annual special Celebration Sunday to help launch our fall
programs, Sunday School and other ministries!! We will
begin with a special Celebration Worship. As part of that
worship, we will recognize and celebrate all the children
who have been baptized at Peace Memorial in the last five
years! We will also be recognizing those starting
Kindergarten, Third, and Seventh grade with a
presentation of Bibles.
After worship join us for a potluck cookout! Burgers,
hotdogs, and chips will be provided. Please bring a cold
side or dessert to share—sign up in the narthex. There will
also be a bounce house and activities at the Family Life
Center. The local Fire Department and Illinois State Police
will be there, too!
There will be special invitations and giveaways
each Sunday leading up to Celebration Sunday for you to
take with and use to invite someone new to join you at
church on this special day! See you there!

Invite your friends and share the event on
Facebook! Spread the word! All are welcome!!
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Lets Get Growing. . .
(Musings on Life, Being and Significance)
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
I love before and after pictures.
The skinny weakling who in just months now has a six pack and ripped muscles.
The sad faced chubby person who is now smiling holding out their now way too big
pants with their thumb.
The house that went from tired and dilapidated to wow!
These snapshots reveal that change can happen. That decision, effort and commitment
can result in a changed reality.
All growth is change and creates this before and after effect. When we are trying to
understand SPIRITUAL GROWTH it is important to know what to look for as the change happens.
The problem is that in SPIRITUAL GROWTH often people confuse the tools with the desired result. This doesn’t
happen as much in other areas of desire. For example, not many people would confuse reading a menu or a cookbook
with the eating of a delicious meal. Not many people would confuse looking at a map of Yellowstone National Park
with actually being there. But, in the world of religion, there are many folks who have great dedication to the
“cookbook” or to the “menu” and spend much time setting the table and arranging the forks, knives and napkins just
right, but they never gorge themselves on the food of life and thus aren’t nourished and don’t actually GROW. The
“before” looks much like the “after.”
Imagine a family who has stacks of great cook books at home but when it comes time for dinner they order a pizza.
Bible study is reading the menu. It’s a great tool, but it is not the meal. The Pharisees in Jesus’ time knew the bible
better than anyone else but it didn’t result in growth. They were the ones who gave Jesus and his vision of the Realm of
God the most push back. Their knowledge of the bible made them proud and they were the most judgmental and
shaming folks around.
Attending worship is like going into the restaurant. It is one of the places where feasting can occur, but just going is not
the meal.
Prayer is talking to the chef. A wonderful tool, but again, not the meal.
I know a guy who seems to have every piece of exercise equipment that has ever been sold on late night TV. He can
regale you for hours as to why each piece of it is better than anything else on the market, but when I look at him there is
no “before and after.” He is still the skinny weakling I have always known. Having the tools is not the same as getting
there.
Here is what “before” looks like. Self important. Self obsessed. Selfish.
Here is what “after” looks like. Sense of self is connected to and identifies with the web of life and Being.
Before: Petty. Fearful of the “other.” Other is anything different than you - gender, race, age, nationality, sexual
orientation, political affiliation, religion, etc..
After: Curious. Finds “other” interesting.
Before: Fear of lack drives a need to acquire and hoard. In a hostile world the only security you have is what you can
hoard, protect and keep for yourself.
(Cont’d on page 4)
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Neighbors In Need Offering
Protect the Sacred
The Neighbors in Need
offering, which we will
receive on October 1st
supports
the
UCC’s
ministries of justice and
compassion throughout
the United States. Twothirds of the offering is
used by the UCC’s
Justice
and
Witness
Ministries to fund a wide
array of local and national
justice
initiatives,
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through ucc.org/justice, our
national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates,
and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with members
of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of
UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong
policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights,
immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice.
Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC.
One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian
Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and
Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today
there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal
UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their
pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more
than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are
members of other UCC congregations in the U.S.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND/OR PARENTS
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
It is off to College for many of you right now and we want
you to know that your church is thinking of and praying for
you while you are away at school. Please make sure we
have your/your child’s mailing address at school so that we
can send a care package this Fall! You can get your
address to the church office or Pastor Sarah.
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Mission and Spiritual
Committee
The Mission and spiritual Care
Committee regularly asks for
donations for a variety of charities
and organizations. Our requests are
made through mission moments,
posters and bulletin articles.
In
September we are
focusing on the
needs
of
the
Homeless.
One of our primary
missions we support
is the PADS Shelter
Program of Cook
County. The mission of PADS is to
provide shelter and services to those
who are homeless or at risk of
becoming homeless. The goal of the
emergency shelter program is to
provide hospitality, food, and
overnight emergency shelter to the
homeless between October 1 and
April 30, seven days a week
(including holidays). The sites are
staffed entirely by volunteers who
prepare, supervise and clean sleeping
accommodations,
along
with
preparing and serving dinner,
breakfast, and a sack lunch. Peace
Memorial partners with St. Andrew
Church in Homewood who hosts
PADS for women and children.
Donations received in September will
be used to support homelessness
missions in our community including
PADS. DID YOU KNOW—on any
given night, approximately 750,000
men, women and children are
homeless in the US.

Do not ask how
Do not ask why
Do not ponder the possibilities
Or the nots.
Just imagine, affirm and plan
Dream and wish and
Say: thank you
And it will be,
And so it is.

Let’s Get Growing
(Cont’d from page 2)
After: Trust in the abundance of the
universe, and, the goodness that can
be found in the human heart, drives a
joy in being generous. In a world of
abundance our well-being is based on
the delight found in sharing and the
offering of our unique gifts.
Before: Willingness to kill to protect
what is “yours.”
After: Willingness to die for a greater
good.
Before: Sense of self as individual.
After: Sense of self is merging with
the “Oneness.”
The tools are important. Use them.
But, know that the meal is in front of
you every moment. Feast on every
moment. As you become aware of the
spiritual nourishment in every
moment - the painful and the
delightful - and live in awareness/
mindfulness, you are feeding your
soul. You will grow!
Call me. I’m here for you. Let’s talk,
have lunch, have coffee, a smoothie.
We can talk bible, politics, social
issues, celebrities etc., etc.. Know
that you are in my prayers and that my
prayer for you is that you grow!
Blessings,
Phil

A Day In the Life…
I got in line at 7 am to reserve a place to sleep in the shelter tonight.
I then had to start looking for food. I really didn’t want to have to dumpster
dive, only as a last resort. A guy in the park said they were giving away food
on the other side. I stood in line and was given a plastic fork. It took a while,
but when I got up to the front I was handed a plate of food. It was tasty and
clean.
I started walking some streets looking for cardboard to make a new sign. I
found a big box in the alley behind a store, and tore off two big pieces so I
could make two signs. I walked around trying to find a place I could sit for a
while, without being chased away. I worked on my signs.
About every 10 to 20 minutes I was offered drugs. I know it numbs the pain
of no goals, or dreams, or just giving up, but I refuse to use drugs or alcohol.
I held my sign and asked for spare change, but I didn’t get very much today.
Several hours later I found where somebody put out some can goods with
pull tab tops on a ledge. I took two of them. One was a can of corn and the
other a can of peaches. That was a good lunch for a change.
One of the hardships besides rain, is no public restrooms.
I held my signs asking for money or work. When I got tired, I found a place
to sit in the afternoon, and talked with some people I knew. An old man sat
close to me. He was shaking and didn’t look well. I asked him when was the
last time he ate. He said two days ago. I walked him over to the McDonald’s
and used most of the money I had made to buy him food. Used the bathroom
while I was there.
It was hot today, and there are very few places in the shade. It’s hard
carrying all my stuff around with me, but I don’t want to use a shopping cart. It
looks old mannish and permanent. I’m not ready for that. I’m hopeful that I
catch a break soon. This is a hard life, but there are no other choices for me.
There are a lot of us out here. It sure seems that somebody could find
something for us to do. No place to live, can’t get a job. No job, no place to
live. No dignity.
We were told that a nearby church was serving dinner at 6 pm. That church
always has something good and filling when they do that.
I walked over early, and there was already about 100 people waiting in line.
It took a long time to get up to where they were serving. But everybody is
always very nice at that church.
After dinner, I was tired and walked all the way back to the shelter and spent
the rest of the evening laying on my bed. I was happy to have a place inside
tonight. I didn’t have to worry about all the ants crawling over me as I tried to
sleep. Today was good, better than most. I had plenty to eat.
I have to make sure I get up early tomorrow morning. We have to get out of
the shelter and take all of our things with us. And, I must get in line to reserve
a place for tomorrow night.
But life is good, it’s summer.
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BIBLE PRESENTATIONS
Children in the following grades will be presented a Bible
during worship on Celebration Sunday, Sept. 17th:
Kindergarten

Third Grade

Seventh Grade

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our ﬁrst
ever Intergenerational Vacation Bible School a success! From
those who donated money and supplies, to those who helped
out by leading, se ing up or tearing down—we say thanks!
We had an amazing time full of lots of memories that will last
a lifetime! Can’t wait till next year!
Another thanks to everyone who helped support our
Youth Mission Trip to St. Louis! Whether you bought
subs back in February, donated to our Buy-A-Mile, or
simply prayed for us while we were gone, we
appreciate your support! We had a truly amazing week!

Saturday, October 21, 2017
4 PM—7 PM
First Wednesday
of the month.
6:30-8:30 PM

Sept 6

Youth Group, 6:30-8:30

Sept 10

Sunday School Begins!

Sept 17

Celebration Sunday

Sept 24

Sunday School
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PEACE MEMORIAL
CHURCH
ANNUAL
OKTOBERFEST
SATURDAY OCTOBER 7, 2017
4:00 TO 9:00
Live music from 5:00 to 8:00
Tickets are $10.00
Seniors (65+) $8.00
Children (3-12) $5.00
Tickets can be purchased prior or at the door
50/50 Opportunity (Donate still in discussion)
and other prizes
Peace Memorial Church
10300 W 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60404
(708) 448-7833
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Our Members
And Friends
Funeral

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

July 31, 2017—Dorothy Halwachs,
passed away July 26, 2017

Baptism
July 30, 2017—Max Clarence
Griffin, son of Ryan and Marissa,
nee Kimzey

Wedding
August 12, 2017– Samantha
Kujawa and Eric Miulli

Jim Vondrak would like to thank the
Pastors and friends for visits,
telephone calls, get well cards
during his recent hospitalization and
re-hab.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824

October Messenger
Deadline
Articles and news for the October
issue of The Messenger are due into
the office by Monday September
11th.

www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.

The issue will be available for
pickup on Sunday, September 24th.

Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village

Rummage Sale September 28th
Items can start to be brought in for the Fall Rummage Sale. Items
need to be in good condition as they have a better chance of being
sold such as household items, clothes, furniture and working
electronics. Please bring your items to Zion Hall.
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10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

September 2017
Sun

3
9:30 am Worship
Communion
10:30 am
Fellowship

10
9:30 am Worship
Baptism
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

17

Mon

4
Church
Office Closed
Labor Day

11
October
Messenger
Deadline

18

Celebration
Sunday
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Fellowship and
Picnic

24
Messenger
Pickup
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

25
Rummage
Sale
Setup

Tue

Wed

Thu

5

6

2:30 pm Yoga

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6 pm Village Board
6:30 pm Bunco
6:30 pm Youth
Group
7 pm Foundation
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12

13

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm Yoga

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
10 am Worship &
Music
11:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

19

20

21

10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm Yoga
7 pm
Alzheimer’s
Support

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters;
Messenger
Helpers
11:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
7 pm Trustees

7 pm Choir

14

1

2

8

9
10 am CROP
Walk Meeting
Youth Center
10:30 am
Baptism

15

16

22

23

29

30

7 pm Choir

7 am Volunteers
11:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

7 pm Choir
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Sat

7 pm Choir

26
27
28 9-3 pm
Rummage Sale Rummage Sale
Rummage
Setup
Setup
Sale
10:30 am
Bible Study
Peace Village
2:30 pm Yoga

Fri

Birthday Greetings
September 2
Barbara Ostrowski
September 3
Alan Kloos
Susan Kukla
September 4
Mike Galati
September 6
Theresa Boone-Toolan
Derek Hevel
Patricia Malcolm
September 8
Bonnie Webster
September 9
Zane Gill
September 10
Jada Perry
September 11
Amanda Ferris
Eric Kueltzo
Dave Mackle
September 12
Carlton Meyer
Carol Ritter
September 14
Mimi Sciacchitano
September 15
Connie Nolan

September, 2017

September 16
Joan Murray
September 17
Madelyn Jirsa
Morgan Miller
September 18
Ethel Koch
Linnea Rimkus
September 19
David Macauley
Herbert Mueller
Matthew Rudnicki
Cheryl Watson
September 20
Steven Baker
Robert Heinzel, Jr.
Keith Koch
Debra Reed
Robert Stille
September 21
Melissa Maguire
September 22
Peyton Kueltzo
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September 23
Evelyn Gleisner
Janice Hutchinson
Brooke Miller
Keegan Roberson
Charles Smith, Jr.
Steven Stille
September 24
Erik Hansen
September 25
Mary Overbey
Susan Schneider-Misale
September 27
Michelle Caputo
Michelle Kiela
Ruth Van Hecke
Robert Wilburn
September 28
Virginia Bailie
Beverly Baker-Meyer
Lorene Mason
September 29
Richard Przybylski

