March, 2018

Vol. CXI No. 2

“Growing Together in Peace”

Semi Annual Congregational Meeting
Peace Memorial Church
March 18, 2018
Presentation of Annual Reports
10:45 a.m. In the Sanctuary

Holy Week Schedule
2018

March 25—Palm Sunday
Confirmation
Communion for Confirmands
9:30 a.m. Worship

March 29 —Maundy Thursday
Communion
1 p.m. Peace Residences
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 11th
Be sure to set your
clocks ahead one hour

Confirmation Sunday
March 25, 2018

March 30—Good Friday
Tennebrae
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

April 1—Easter
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Worship
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Enjoy the Dance
By Rev. Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
It seems to me that life is a kind of bewildering dance of two forces. Each derives its
being from the other and without the other each would collapse into nothingness just as
one side of a coin could not exist without the other. “Up” has no meaning if there is not
“down.”
One dance partner is named Random, the other is named Order. Dancing with Random
there is a wild song playing. Chaos, accidents, surprise, curiosity, luck, blessing and
grace. Dancing with Order, the steps are logic, reason, laws of nature, traceable and
predictable lines of consequence and outcome, choice, personal responsibility, reaping
what you sow, reward for diligence, hard work and sound choices.
These two dance partners are playing their music all the time. They each want to dance and each courts our affections
and demands our respect. If we favor one and neglect the other, the neglected force will break in on us like a wounded
lover and make a very unpleasant scene.
If we dance well with “order,” careful to make good plans and sound choices, taking personal responsibility for our
lives, no doubt we will reap many of the consequences of making good choices. Order offers predictable rewards and
outcomes. With sound choices we may have healthy finances, stable relationships, a good retirement plan. However,
just when we think we have it all figured out and are masters of our own destiny, are “self made” and maybe a little
smug as we look at others who obviously haven’t made as good choices, we may get a knock on the door from
Random, that jilted neglected dance partner.
Random shows up and because we haven’t danced when it brought good things like family of origin, place of birth,
chance meeting that issued in a job, chance intersection that resulted in going to a particular university, that resulted in
meeting a special someone, that resulted in marrying that special someone, it feels jilted. It feels neglected when we
haven’t recognized or danced when an idea just “popped into our heads” at the right moment or when “coincidences”
have lined up to give us that job we so desired, so we don’t know the dance steps. Then, when Random shows up with
a corporate downsizing, or a school shooting, or a hurricane, or that uncomfortable look on a Doctor’s face when they
say, “Yes, it is malignant,” since we haven’t learned the steps we can feel lost and hopeless.
Someone has said, “We make our plans and God laughs.” That is a little cynical and the answer is not to not make
plans. One of the dance partners is Order and Order rewards those who plan and execute well. It’s just that if the only
dance steps we know are the ones from the Order play-set when Random shows up demanding equal time we won’t
know the steps to “Surprise, You’ve got Cancer,” or that recent hit, “Crap, the Stock Market just Crashed” and “There
Goes My Retirement,” or that perennial favorite after natural disasters, “What did I do to Deserve This.”
Learn to dance with both partners. Dancing with Order we learn the steps to resourcefulness, diligence, fortitude, and
the joy of hard work. Dancing with Random we learn the steps to humility, wonder, curiosity, empathy, perseverance
and grace.
Welcome to Lent and enjoy the dance!
Blessings and Peace,
Phil
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Easter Lilies and
Memorials

Focus for March Mission
One Great Hour Of Sharing March 11th
One Great Hour of Sharing® is the Lenten Offering of the United Church of
Christ that supports disaster, refugee, and development actions.
In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes of
war, famine, and natural disasters, the Church is called to reclaim the spiritual
discipline of solidarity. As natural, economic, and political forces disrupt and
uproot communities, the Church is called to stand in solidarity with those who
seek to move beyond the trauma of displacement toward a promise of healing
and peace.
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, we, as the body of Christ,
have opportunity and power to help those who are living in despair as
refugees. If refugees had the choice to return home, many would not have a
place to return because their home most likely as been destroyed—either
burned, severely damaged, or is still an unsafe place to live.
This year as you consider your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing
offering, for one moment, think of what it would be like to not have a place to
call home, and then make your very best gift.

Easter lilies are available to order
through the church office that will be
placed around
the altar on
Easter
morning. The
cost is $13.00
and includes
foil wrapping
and a bow.
The
pink
forms
for
ordering may
be found in the church office or on
the Information Counter in the
Narthex. Lily orders are due to the
office by March 18th with payment.
Easter memorials need to be into
the church office by Sunday March
25th to be included in the Easter
program.

Let’s All Come to the Table!!
Thursday, March 29th @ 6 PM
Maundy Thursday is the day we gather to worship in remembrance of the night
Jesus gathered around the table in an upper room to break bread with his friends.
This Maundy Thursday, the Outreach and Evangelism Commi ee invites you
to join us at the table for a family style dinner prior to our time of worship.
We will gather for fellowship and reﬂection as we come to the family table of God.
Please Sign-up at the Peace Café by Sunday, March 25th.
3

Friday, March 9, 2018 @ 6:30 PM
ALL ARE WELCOME!

MAKE YOUR

Bring a friend or maybe three!

OWN PIZZA!

Bring your favorite game, too!
Free will donations will be collected.
RSVP to Pastor Sarah by March 4th.

EASTER EGG HUNT — Help re-stock our store!
Easter Sunday, April 1st after Worship
This year marks the 3rd year of the egg hunt “Hop Shop” for Easter!
WE NEED YOUR HELP: We are asking for donations of small,
inexpensive gifts: i.e. stickers, small candy items, small trinkets and toys,
coloring books, children’s books, puzzles, smaller stuffed animals, etc.
You may also donate money if you choose.
Thanks in advance for your help! All donations due by March 25th.

Saturday, March 24, 2018 7 am-11 am
SECOND ANNUAL INTERGENERATIONAL VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
Friday, June 29th from 6-9 PM,
dinner provided
Saturday, June 30th from 9 AM-2 PM,
lunch provided

Join us for a delicious pancake breakfast and get a
visit from the Easter Bunny! There will also be a
basket raffle and 50/50 opportunity. Proceeds to
benefit the Palos Fire Department and
Intergenerational PMC Mission Trip. Tickets will be
available in Zion Hall or in the church office.
$6-Adults
$3-Ages 3-12
Under 3-Free

Class
Of
2018
Sunday, March 25
Gail Korbi
Rachel Pokorski
Claire Schneider

March 4
March 7
March 9
March 11

First Wednesday
of the month.

March 18
March 25

6:30-8:30 PM
Youth Center
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NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Youth Group
Game and Pizza Night
Sunday School
Confirmation, 11:30
Sunday School
Confirmation Sunday
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Coffee Hour
Sponsorship

The PMC Youth Group would like to thank everyone who supported the
Super Bowl Sub and Bake Sale Fundraiser. The total profit was over
$2000!! Youth and adults came out early on Super Bowl Sunday to put
together over 300 sub sandwiches! Thank you to Christine and William
Vanderbilt from Firehouse Subs for partnering with us again this year and
a special thank you to Karen Signore and Tracey Signore for all your help
in organizing! Thanks to all who helped sell subs, make subs, baked for
our bake sale, and helped us in many other ways! It wouldn’t be a success
without you. Extra subs were donated to Palos Fire Department.

If you are interested in sponsoring
coffee hour in honor of a special
occasion (birthday, anniversary,
renewed health etc.) or in memory
of someone, please contact a
member of the fellowship
committee.
The
cost is $100.00.
Sponsorship
includes choice (or
combination)
of
coffee
cakes,
doughnuts, bagels,
muffins or cake;
cost of the coffee, coffee cups and
condiments, plates, plasticware
and a special sign designating
what the occasion is.

July 30-August 4, 2018
Hiram Farm in Hiram, Ohio
Hiram Farm Living and Learning Community is an independent, non-proﬁt social service
organization that provides services for adults with developmental disabilities, with an
emphasis on Autism Spectrum Disorder. The Farm provides opportunities for these adults to
grow, learn, work, and live in a se ing focused on respect and support for individuals and the
environment. Hiram Farm currently serves 32 individuals. Hiram Farm is related to the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Potential work includes: animal care, gardening/
weeding, painting, and other work as needed around the farm.

Accommodations will be at Hiram College. Approx. $17/night per person.
Total Cost To Be Determined. More details coming soon.

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!!
$50 Deposit due by April 15th.
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March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

7 pm choir

4

5

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
Communion
NO Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

11
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11 am Bunco
11:30 am
Confirmation

18
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am Annual
Meeting
11:30 am
Fellowship,
Narthex

25—Palm
Sunday
Messenger Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Confirmation;
Communion
9:45 NO Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

6
10:30 am
Bible Study,
Peace Village

7

8

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
2 pm Worship,
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
6:30 pm Youth
Group

12

13

14

April
Messenger
Deadline

10:30 am
Bible Study,
Peace Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters

15

12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
1 pm Cook for
PADS

19

7 pm Finance
Committee,
Fireside

26

20
Voting, Zion
Hall
10:30 am
Bible Study,
Peace Village
7 p.m.
Alzheimer’a
Support Group

7 pm choir

21

16

17

23

24

7 pm choir

22

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters,
Messenger
Helpers
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

6:30 pm
Game Night
Zion Hall

7 pm Pancake
Breakfast
Set-up

7-11 am
Pancake
Breakfast

7 pm choir

7 pm Trustees

27

28

10:30 am
Bible Study,
Peace Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge

6

29
Maundy
Thursday
6 pm
Community
Dinner,
Zion Hall
7:30 pm Maundy
Thursday Worship
Communion

30
Good
Friday
7:30 pm
Good Friday
Worship

31

Birthday Greetings
March 3
Julie Sersland
March 4
Christopher Stille
March 9
Susan Bugajsky
Egon Menker
Richard Schultz
March 10
Lawrence Loussaert
Leon Rinehart
March 11
Jim Hevel

March, 2018
March 12
Joseph Spoors
March 13
William Denton
Logan Przybylski
March 15
Daria Baker
March 18
Barbara O’Connell
William Trent
March 19
Matthew Freund
March 21
Laura Haase

March 25
Thomas Delejewski
Edward Polzin, Sr.
March 27
Lily Finn
March 29
Louise Boone
March 31
Pamela Cornyn
Lillian Matkovich
Louise Swannie

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for articles for the
April issue of the Messenger is
Monday, March 6th. The issue
will be available for pickup on
Sunday, March 26th.

Peace Bear Program
The ‘Peace Bear’ program continues successfully thanks to those of you who
help the family grow with donations of new ‘bear buddies’ and those
volunteers who add the labels, etc. These little guys sit with
us for worship service, hear the Word and praises to God in
our hymns and anthems, then are given by you, our
ambassadors from PMC, to others you know in the
community as well as our own members that cannot always
be with us but are always in our thoughts and prayers.
Please remember your friends and neighbors that may
need a ‘pick-me-up’ or some words of encouragement as
they are enduring a stressful time in their lives with a
friendly visit from one of our ‘bear family’.
Thanks for supporting the Fellowship and Nurture committee in our efforts to
reach out to our church members and community with this beloved program.
Glenn Kueltzo, Trustee Liason
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Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Congratulations
Barb and Ken Kamper on their
52nd Wedding Anniversary on
January 15th
Joan and Jim Murray on their 50th
Wedding Anniversary, February 3,
2018

Thank You
Vera Bayer is thankful for Pastor Phil’s
visits which gave spiritual stimulation
after suffering a stroke on November
19, 2017. Vera is also grateful for all
the get-well cards and Christmas cards
she received from her church family
after the stroke.

Peace Memorial Church

Save the Date– Early Notice
Rummage Sale
SATURDAY, April 28th 9—3
Needed are items around your house
that need to go. So clean out your
closets, basements and toy boxes and
donate to the Rummage Sale. All types
of items are acceptable, as long as they
are clean and in fairly good condition.
Items may be brought in anytime after
Easter

10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Director
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski . . . . . . . . . . Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

We also need volunteers to unpack, and set up. There will be a
sign-up table in Zion Hall after Easter. We will also need a few
men during the week. Set up will be Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, April 25, 26, 27th.
There will also be a LifeStyles Bake Sale. They always present a
variety of delicious goodies to top off your shopping experience.

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
So, please donate, help set up, and then come and shop.
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(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . .Administrator

