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“Growing Together in Peace”

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 19, 2018
Join us for worship on August 19th as we
prepare to send our children and teachers back to
school. All students and teachers are invited to
bring their backpacks or work bags to church to
be blessed!!

Sunday, September 9, 2018
Join us for Celebration Sunday on September 9th. We will
recognize those moving from Cradle Roll to Sunday School
and doing the presentation of Bibles during worship.
After worship join us for a potluck cookout! Burgers,
hotdogs and chips will be provided by the church and will be
served in Zion Hall. New this year will be a Pie Baking
Contest. Activities for children will be in & around the
Family Life Center and will include games, a bounce house,
and the local Fire Department will be there! Each family
attending is being asked to bring a cold side or dessert to
share. This is an ALL CHURCH event and the community is invited! We hope
you will join us! Watch for sign-up sheets and more information.
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The Creative Force of the Universe
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
The first thing we know about God is that God “created the heavens and the
earth.”
The most amazing thing is that there is anything at all. We are a part of it and
have consciousness to know that we are apart of it.
We can live sinking into it, being absorbed by the needs to eat, needs for
security, needs to procreate like all other lesser living forms around us, or, we
can maintain a conscious distance and become observers and players in the
dance of creation.
Most people forgo the human capacity for conscious living and succumb to the daily demands and distractions
of just getting by. Even though we are supposedly the most advanced civilization that ever has been and we
have technologies that previous generations would think miraculous, we are the most medicated and distracted
people ever. With all our advancements, suicide and depression are epidemic. We self-medicate through
various legal and illegal substances. We lose ourselves in time/awareness killing activities like celebrity
fascination, entertainment distractions, all insuring we stay safely in a state of unconsciousness.
Our culture tells us to be good producers and consumers. The better we are at producing and consuming the
more “successful” we are deemed to be. The problem is that even when people are really good at producing
and consuming they don’t seem to be happy. Suicide and substance abuse are just as high among the high
achievers in this value system as they are among the “failures.”
It would seem that we were not created in the image and likeness of the “producer consumer” value system.
We have long believed that we are created in the image and likeness of the creative force of the universe. It is
that breath that fills our lungs and seeks to be expressed in our living. We are created with a capacity for JOY!
The one who created us and breathed life into us is not glorified by us barely hanging on and getting by
drugged, distracted and dumbed down. God is glorified in our living as we claim our “I am-ness” in Spirit and
express our nature as creative, loving, joy filled people!
Blessings and love,
Pastor Phil

Celebration Sunday Potluck and
Cookout, 2017
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Search Committee Report
The Search Committee completed our Local Church Profile in May and it was sent to Rev. Vertie Powers at
the Chicago Metropolitan Association for approval. After approving it, she forwarded it to Connie Owens, the
Search and Call administrator for the Illinois Conference. Along with the profile, we submitted a two-page
summary of the profile and a short paragraph describing our church and the position we are offering. The
shorter paragraph can be seen on the UCC website with our position posting. The two-page summary is
available to all UCC ministers who are seeking a new position. If they are interested in our church, they ask
Connie to send us their individual Ministerial profile. In some cases, Connie evaluates a profile to see if she
thinks that person would be a good fit for our church. In that instance, she then asks the individual if their
Ministerial Profile can be sent to us. When they approve, she sends us those profiles.
After receiving the profile, e-mails are sent to each acknowledging that we are in the process of evaluating
their profile. If we are interested in retaining the profile, another e-mail is sent to let them know we may be
interested in them. It is at this point that the full Local Church Profile is forwarded to them. In other words,
our profile is sent only to those we feel may be potential prospects. Actual letters are sent to those who are no
longer being considered.
We have formulated a process to evaluate candidates. This involves printing hard copies of the Ministerial
Profiles for each committee member. When we meet, we use a checklist of qualities/proficiencies we would
like to have in our new pastor. We then decide whether this person may or may not be a good fit here at PMC.
At this point, we do have a few candidates that are promising. We have posed three questions to all three and
will be evaluating their responses as soon as we have received their answers. In addition, we are still
receiving new profiles from Connie at the Conference office. Needless to say, we are doing lots of reading
these days!
We will continue to report on a regular basis so that everyone knows exactly where we are in this process. As
you can see, it is a tedious task and we appreciate your patience.
Linnea Rimkus
Search Committee Chair

Celebration Sunday Cookout 2017
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Healing Is a Mysterious Process
By Vera Bayer
My name is Vera Bayer, and I have been a member of Peace Memorial
Church for over 64 years. As I grow older, I am always learning something new
about my body and the changes it can undergo because of the aging process. I
would like to share with you what I discovered about healing after having total
replacement of my left hip (using the anterior approach) after six months of
losing movement in my left hip and leg thinking it was due to suffering a stroke
on my left side in November of 2017. My lack of movement in my left leg and
hip was actually due to the result of arthritis covering the ball and socket of my
left hip joint. This caused all the muscles in my left leg to contract so that every
step I took with my left leg was painful.
The surgery was successful, but it is taking weeks of physical therapy to
stretch all the muscles of my left leg and hip. I realize now that healing can be a
very slow and mysterious process, and has its own timeline to achieve the
results you are hoping and waiting for.
Patience with our own bodies is so necessary as we grow older. Some things we have control over, other things we
have partial control over, and many things we have no control over at all. So do not give up on yourself as you grow
old. There is always something you can do to make your life a little better than you think.
Sometimes the answer lies in adjusting your attitude, and remembering again that God is ultimately in control of your
life, and will never leave you because He loves. Always rest in that hope, and know you will never be alone or forsaken.

All Church “Oktoberfest”
Friday, October 12th
From 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Live band begins playing at 5:00 p.m.
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Birthday Greetings
August 3
Joanne Swinarski
August 4
Jonathan Sulek
August 5
Brian Koch (Tinley Park)
August 6
Betty Jane Brueggeman
August 7
A.J. Kueltzo
August 8
Russell Blaser
August 9
Ellen Starace
James Vondrak
August 10
Theresa Kloos
Raymond Kruse V
Yvonne Robbins
Elise Signore
August 11
Ellen Holmes
August 12
Steven Oremovich
Carl Pratscher, II
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August 13
Carol Hoefler
August 14
Nicole Fazekas
Richard Lisak, Jr.
August 15
Elenore Chase
Tim Kraft
August 17
Pamela Kruse
Amber Ostrowski
Robert Signore
August 18
Betty Urbauer
August 20
Nadine Powers
August 21
Laura Lisak
Wendy Nault

August 22
Philip Price
August 24
Douglas Ruth
August 25
Matthew Hoefler
Karen Schaefer
August 26
Mark Skala
Heidi Szymborski
Helen Zimmermann
August 27
Alicia Mrowca
August 28
Phyllis Collins
August 29
Linnea Johnson

Celebration Sunday Quilt Squares
This year, in honor of our Third Annual Celebration Sunday, we are
inviting all members of Peace Memorial Church to decorate a quilt
square. This squares will be quilted into a banner (or two) which can
then be hung in our Sanctuary.
Each family unit (Individual, couple, family, etc.) is invited to take an
8 x 8 square and decorate it with what Peace Memorial Church
means to you and your family. Do not decorate your squares all the
way to the edges, as a quarter of an inch will disappear when sewn
together.
These squares will be distributed at the café over the next several
weeks leading up to Celebration Sunday. Squares will also
be available on Celebration Sunday for those who were unable to get
one ahead of time. In order to keep the banner colorful we ask you accept the color given.
Please join us for a fun way to show your pride and heritage in PMC.
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

7 am
Volunteers
2 pm Worship
Peace
Village
7 pm—ONA
Committee

5

6

7

7 am
Volunteers

9:30 am
Worship;
Communion
10:30
fellowship

12
9:30 am
Worship
10:30
fellowship

19
Backpack
Blessing
9:30 am
Worship
10:30
Fellowship
10:45
Baptism in
Prayer Garden

26
Messenger
Pickup
9:30 am
Worship
10:30
fellowship

8

11 am
Music/Worship
Committee

13

14

15
7 am
Volunteers

Messenger
Deadline

7 pm
Trustees
Fireside

20

7 pm
Finance

27

21

22

7 pm
Alzheimer’s
7 am
Support
Volunteers
Group
Messenger
Fireside
Helpers
7 pm
Foundation
Peace Lounge

28

29
7 am
Volunteers

6

Peace Community Garden 2018
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Our Members
And Friends

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Birth
Elizabeth Jean Finn born June 13th,
daughter of Chris and Becky Finn,
nee Kujawa

Congratulations
 Kara and Ernie Escalante on their

wedding anniversary July 21st

Thank You
June Umecker would like to thank
everyone for the cards and good
wishes she received on her 100th
birthday.

September
Messenger Deadline

Flower Garden outside the narthex
and office area.

Articles and news for the September
issue
of
The
Messenger are due
into the office by
Monday August 13th.
The issue will be
available for pickup
on Sunday, August 26th.

Rummage Sale September 29th
Items can start to be brought in for the
Fall Rummage Sale beginning
Monday, August 27th. Items need to
be in good condition as they have a
better chance of being sold such as
household items, clothes, furniture
and working electronics.
Please bring your items to Zion Hall.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn
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