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“Growing Together in Peace”

On September the 9th we are hosting our third annual special Celebration Sunday to help
launch our fall programs, Sunday School and other ministries!! We will begin with a special
Celebration Worship. As part of that worship, we will lift up and celebrate all the youth and
children of the church! We will also be
recognizing those starting Kindergarten,
Third, and Seventh grade with a
presentation of Bibles.
After worship join us for a potluck
cookout! Burgers, hotdogs, and chips will
be provided. Please bring a cold side or
dessert to share—sign up in the narthex.
All food, games, and activities will be at
the Pavilion, Youth Center, and Family
Life Center. Indoor seating will be
available in the air conditioned Youth
Center. There will be a bounce house,
face painters, photo booth, and more!

Invite your friends and share the event on Facebook!
Spread the word! All are welcome!!
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Celebration Sunday! September 9th.
Be there and bring a friend!
By Rev. Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
This is one of the most important Sunday’s of the year for the church. It is the
“reset button” in the church calendar after the lazy days of summer. It sets the
pace and the tone for the fall season. It is a good Sunday to bring someone
who is considering their church options as it shows us on one of our strongest
Sundays. Be generous with your church and share it with a friend!
This is also the month that we will begin our Stewardship Campaign. Stewardship is one of the most basic
aspects of being a Christian. Let’s remind ourselves that Stewardship is not primarily just about paying the
bills. It does do that, but it is not primarily about that. It is primarily about understanding, who we are, and,
why we are here. The big questions of life!
Alone or connected? As we grow in Stewardship awareness we move from isolation and devotion to the cult
of individualism, to the higher plane of mutuality and inter-dependence - what we have always named as “the
body of Christ.” We are not alone. We are connected. We are part of a body.
Acquiring or sharing? The world has always measured wealth with the measuring stick of acquisition. The
more you have, the more successful you are. Our spiritual narrative has always questioned this. In the desert,
when we were fed by manna, those who collected more than they needed for the day, found that it turned into
a rotten stinking mess. Acquiring more did not make them more secure.
In the New Testament Jesus tells the story of the farmer who has a successful harvest and who stores it all up
thinking that he’s got it made. This “successful/wealthy person” is called a dummy, because that night he
died. The story calls into question the measuring stick of wealth. The “acquisition definition” of wealth is a
fool’s game because we are all going to die. The story raises the question, “then whose shall all these
acquired goods be?” In other words, all that stuff that you think is “yours” is going to be shared/given away
anyway.
The acquisition game is a dummies game.
We are called into a much more exciting and meaningful definition of wealth. We have been challenged to
see wealth as bearing fruit. Seeing ourselves as a seed planted in good soil that gives a hundred fold increase!
We are the tree that bears fruit! Success is measured in generosity! As the river of generosity flows through
us we feel joy!
Stewardship awareness takes us by the hand and leads us from believing in the acquisition definition of wealth
to the bearing fruit generosity definition. Yes, the byproduct of that is that the church’s bills are covered, but
the real purpose is taking us down a path that leads to JOY!
See you in church!
Pastor Phil
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Neighbors In Need Offering
The Neighbors in Need offering, which
we will receive on October 7th supports
the UCC’s ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States.
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to
fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects. Through ucc.org/
justice, our national Justice and Witness
Ministries office offers resources, news
updates, and action alerts on a broad
spectrum of justice issues. Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of
thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on
issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental
justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports
the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara,
and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern
Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and
one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
These churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is
also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from
dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC
congregations in the U.S.

Mission and Spiritual Committee
The Mission Committee wishes to turn your attention this month to Homeless
Shelters, like PADS, which provide meals, clothing, and referral for additional
assistance to persons in need. We need to make this community aware of the need for
advocacy on their behalf. The Mission Committee frequently contributes to PADS.
WE donate funds, cook meals and donate other goods and services. PADS clients are
treated with respect and dignity. Staff and volunteers do not judge, but give
encouragement, hope and support. Some of the services they provide include job
search assistance, alliance with medical and mental health services, and housing
placement. Let's support the shelters that furnish these comforts and carry out the
Gospel.
There are so many different reasons why people are homeless, many kinds of
psychological and emotional distress, and not all of them have to do with financial needs. There are kids who would
rather take their chances on the streets then continue to endure abuse and sometimes heinous torture at home. Mentally
ill patients who have been vacated from institutions because of overcrowding and government under-funding. It’s said
that we are all just a couple of major operations away from being homeless. For some, the diagnosis of a serious illness,
and the astronomical expense of dealing with it has depleted life savings.
These fellow humans have a different lifestyle than most of us. Yes, some have issues with substance abuse. But many
are the victims of drastic experiences that have forced them to be where they are today. Automatic judgment or
disregarding these souls denies you the opportunity to open yourself to the chance give something of yourself to
another. We can find ways to reach out, to do what we are comfortable doing, and perhaps push our minds and hearts a
little further. It is unlikely that homelessness will ever entirely go away. Even with economic upturns, there will still be
those who are lost, living out there, and in need of a hot meal, a shower or change of clothes, a place to sleep inside
when the weather is icy. Let’s support the shelters that can provide these comforts. And remember, a kind word, or even
a smile can uplift a heart.
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News from the United Church of Christ
United Church of Christ General Synod 2017 introduces
“3 Great Loves”
3 Great Loves is a denomination wide initiative to live out our purpose, vision, and mission and is a witness to our
collective efforts in making a more just world for all as God’s hands and feet. Beginning at
Synod 2017 and ending at Synod 2019, through the lens of the 3 Great Loves, the United
Church of Christ in its many settings of ministry will discern and lift up how we act upon
our Love of God in and through these 3 Great Loves; Love of Neighbor, Love of Children,
and Love of Creation. As we do so, we will tell the story of how we are impacting and
transforming the world as covenantal partners united in common purpose, vision, and
mission. Individual congregations and wider church settings are focusing their mission,
justice and witness efforts around these three loves, as the following story demonstrates:

3 Great Loves prompts youth to put faith in action at ERYE
July 26, 2018 Written by Connie Larkman
Ask and you shall receive. In the age of social media, 3 Great Loves and through the generosity of 325 youth and
young adults at the United Church of Christ Eastern Regional Youth Event (ERYE), a small North Dakota
church's request for Bibles has been immediately fulfilled. Here's what happened. The UCC General Minister and
President, in a Facebook post at 6 a.m. Saturday morning, shared a request from a pastor of a Lakota congregation
looking for Bibles. The pastor hoped the Rev. John Dorhauer could find 25 hard cover Good News Bibles for his
church. "I woke up on Saturday morning, checked Facebook and saw Rev. John Dorhauer's post for a need of
Bibles on a Lakota Reservation in North Dakota. I thought 'this is something our youth can do,'" said the Rev.
Heather Kurtz, Grace UCC, Northampton, Penn., in attendance at ERYE. "I knew our youth would want to
help — they are kind-hearted, and filled with passion and love!" After that post was read and shared by Kurtz with
other clergy and the planning team at ERYE, the Rev. Ryan Henderson, associate conference minister in the New
York Conference, called Dorhauer just over an hour later, with good news. "I contacted John to tell him that the
325 Youth/Young adults and Chaperones of the 11 Conferences represented at ERYE (Maine, New Hampshire,
Mass, Rhode Island, CT, NY, Penn West, Penn Central, Penn North East, Penn South East, Central Atlantic)
would be up to support his early morning request," Henderson said. After polling the youth, the ERYE team added
a special offering to the Saturday schedule at the event to take up a collection to buy those Bibles. "When I heard
these youth were going to collect the money for the Lakota church, I felt so much joy," said Dorhauer. "It showed
me that a whole new generation of leaders were emerging who had been taught the value of interdependent living.
I just feel so much hope in that. They were gathered to talk about 3 Great Loves as their theme, and found a way
to put words into action." Turns out the night before, the young people had been briefed about the Simply Smiles
Mission Work on the Cheyenne River Reservation and decided they had to respond. "They were able to put the 3
Great Loves into action," Kurtz said. "What I love about this moment – we were not even going to have an
offering that day. No one came prepared with money, yet the offering we received was over $700 for the Bibles. I
am so happy that our youth see the importance of the 3 Great Loves that they willingly give from their hearts."
"This offering would be a second offering as we had already taken an offering in worship on Friday for the Three
Great Loves Campaign," Henderson said. "We ended up collecting $776 for the Bible offering on Saturday – we
promised that after the cost of the Bibles the rest would go to 3 Great Loves as well." The youth and general
minister and president had a Skype conversation after the fact late Saturday night. It's hard to say who was more
excited about what the group was able to do, to show love for their neighbors. As the Rev. Traci Blackmon,
executive for Justice and Local Church Ministries, said, "This is a beautiful and a wonderful example of what it
means to be the church." "I am proud to be a part of a denomination where the youth demonstrate generosity, "
Kurtz said. "The love that they have showed fills my heart with great joy!"
You can find more stories like this on the United Church of Christ website: www.ucc.org, under “News”.
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SWIFT Picnic 2018

Dear Friends,
That was ONE AMAZING picnic!
May God bless all those who were
able to attend and may God bless
SWIFT! With all praise and thanks
to God! And the weather made it
even more fun and enjoyable.
Thanks again to the fabulous hosts
PMUCC and Pastor Phil Price! And
also the Dynamic Duo at the grille!
Khalid Mozaffar
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PMC CREW
Golf Outing
Sunday
October 7th
Contact
Dennis Kirscher for
more information

Committee Member Opportunity
The Foundation Committee has the need to fill three
committee positions starting in January 2019.
As a Committee Member you will be part of a team
responsible for brainstorming and implementing new
programs to grow our church ministries and membership.
Please reach out to Herb Zimmermann, Ruth VanHecke,
Don Stille, Cheryl Puhr, Cindy White, Bruce Puhr, or Joe
Spoors if you are interested or have any questions.

You won’t believe the benefits!

From the Open and Affirming Committee:
We (Dennis Kirscher, Russ Hook, David Hook, Wayne Hoefler,
Larry Loussaert, Joe Spoors, Cathy Miller and Ruth Stewart) are
excited to begin engaging our congregation in the process of
discerning what it means at Peace Memorial Church to be open
and affirming and if we wish to officially declare Peace as an
Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of
Christ. Peace has many areas of focus for ministry, but one that
means a lot personally to our members is hospitality, especially
when it has gone beyond coffee in Zion Hall to a deeper level of
caring and support. The ONA Committee will be offering
opportunities for us to explore how God wants us to express
this deep hospitality to every person who walks through our
doors; through storytelling, speakers, panel discussions, videos
and round table conversations, throughout the coming year.
With that being said, we are pleased to invite you to:

A Place at the Table
Which is reserved for you at:

“ALL ARE WE”
An evening of food, fellowship and fun vignettes about the
foibles of human relationships

Saturday, September 22
6pm to 8pm

Three fruit were recently donated
anonymously to the area by the
Community Garden. They are
peach, apple and pear.

Please join us!
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Peace Community Garden

Peace Community Garden is thriving this year. All
the garden boxes have been planted and are
overflowing with vegetables, flowers and fruit. Come
and take a stroll through and see all the varieties of
plants that are growing there.
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A LIVING MEMORIAL
-TO-

Memorials and Gifts

Peace Memorial Church
In Memory of: _______________________
___________________________________
-ORA SPECIAL THANK OFFERING

Memorials and gifts will continue to be acknowledged in the church
bulletin and during the worship service.

In Honor of:_________________________
Wedding

Baptism

New Baby

Birthday

Anniversary

Renewed

Special Event

Health

Q2 2018 YTD Financial Update

Gifts and Memorials to Peace Memorial
Church will be used to expand our outreach
to the community, improve our church
facility, and promote programs based on the
teachings of Jesus Christ
Name _________________________________

It was recommended by the Finance Committee and approved by the
Trustees to use the memorials and gifts given to the church rather than
hold them in reserve. At the Trustees discretion, memorial and gifts will
be used to expand our outreach to the community, improve our church
facility and promote programs based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.
The annual report will include a recap on how the memorials and gifts
were used by the church. The new envelope is pictured to the left.

At the end of Q2 2018:
Total income was $199,284.67
includes Chill the Church donations of $9,052
payable benevolence receipts of $3,433.00
Total expenses were $246,094.13
Includes $4,152 for new telephone system

Address________________________________
______________________________________

Transferred $34,004.50 from reserve funds to cover the deficit

Place in offering, bring or mail to the
Church Office
10300 W. 131st Street
Palos Park, Illinois 60464

AMOUNT_________________

Celebra on Sunday Quilt Squares
This year, in honor of our Third Annual Celebra on Sunday, we are
invi ng all members of Peace Memorial Church to decorate a quilt
square. This squares will be quilted into a banner (or two) which can
then be hung in our Sanctuary.

Each family unit (Individual, couple, family, etc.) is invited to take an
8 x 8 square and decorate it with what Peace Memorial Church
means to you and your family. Do not decorate your squares all the
way to the edges, as a quarter of an inch will disappear when sewn
together.
These squares will be distributed at the café over the next several weeks leading up to Celebra on Sunday.
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BIBLE PRESENTATIONS
Children in the following grades will be presented a Bible
during worship on Celebration Sunday, Sept. 9th:

Kindergarten

Third Grade
Seventh Grade

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our
second Intergenerational Vacation Bible School a success!
From those who donated for PAWS, to those who helped out
by planning projects, leading activities, se ing up or tearing
down—we say thanks! Also, thanks to everyone who braved
the heat wave and came out for all or part of the event! We
had an amazing time full of lots of memories that will last a
lifetime! Can’t wait till next year! Hope you will join us!

Saturday,
October 20th
5 PM—8 PM

Wednesday
Sept. 12th
6:30-8:30 PM

Sept 9

Celebration Sunday

Sept 12

Youth Group, 6:30-8:30

Sept 16

Sunday School Begins!

Sept 23

Sunday School

Sept 30

Sunday School
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CROP Walk 2017

Walkers at last year’s CROP Walk raised over $6,722.99.

Southwest Suburban CROP Hunger Walk Sunday, October 14, 2018
This is a 5K Walk/Run. Wagons, strollers and pets are allowed- no bikes, skates, scooters or skateboards.
There is the “Golden Mile” (1 mile) option for those who prefer a shorter route. You can sign up by contacting
Bruce Puhr 708-671-8612 if you are interested. You can create your own team or sign up as an individual.
Ask individuals to donate to your walk.
Donations support world-wide efforts to end hunger and the following local food pantries: Elsie’s Pantry in
Palos Hills, Palos Pantry in Palos heights and Pilgrim Faith Food Pantry in Oak Lawn.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND/OR PARENTS
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
It is off to College for many of you right now and we want
you to know that your church is thinking of and praying for
you while you are away at school. Please make sure we
have your/your child’s mailing address at school so that we
can send a care package this Fall! You can get your
address to the church office or Pastor Sarah.
11

Our Members
And Friends
Funeral

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

August 4, 2018—Viola Phillipp,
passed away 26, 2018
John (Jack) Hoessler, passed away
August 6, 2018

Baptism
August 19, 2018—Elizabeth Jean
Finn, daughter of Chris and Rebecca
nee Kujawa

Thank You’s
Jan Kruse would like to thank the
pastors and friends for visits,
telephone calls, prayers, and get well
cards
during
her
recent
hospitalization and re-hab.
Lou Ann Boone would like to thank
the pastors and friends for their
prayers, phone calls, well wishes
during her recent hospitalization,
surgery and rehab.

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824

October Messenger
Deadline

www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.

Articles and news for the October
issue of The Messenger are due into
the office by Monday September
10th.

Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

The issue will be available for
pickup on Sunday, September 23rd.

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village

Rummage Sale September 29th
Items can start to be brought in for the Fall Rummage Sale. Items
need to be in good condition as they have a better chance of being
sold such as household items, clothes, furniture and working
electronics. Please bring your items to Zion Hall.
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10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn

September
September2018
2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9:30 Worship
(No Communion)
10:30 Fellowship

Church
Office
Closed
9
Celebration
Sunday

10
Messenger
Deadline

9:30 Worship;
Communion,
Bible Presentation
11:00 Potluck and
games

16

17

8 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School begins
10:30 Fellowship

7 pm Finance
Committee

23

24

Messenger
Pickup
8 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School—FLC
10:30 Fellowship

5

6

7

8

14

15

21

22

7 am Volunteers

11

2 pm Worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco

7 pm Choir

12

13

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
11 am Worship/
Music Com.
12:30 pm
Bible Study
6:30 pm Youth
Group

7 pm Choir

18

19

20

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters;
Messenger
Helpers
12:30 pm Bible
Study
7 pm Trustees

25

26

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

27

Set up for
Rummage Sale
7 am Volunteers
12:30 pm Bible
Study

30
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 Worship
9:5 am Sunday
School—FLC
10:30 Fellowship
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6—8 pm
All We Are
Narthex

7 pm Choir

Set up for
Rummage Sale

7 pm Choir

28
Set up for
Rummage Sale

29
9—3 pm
Rummage Sale

Birthday Greetings
September 2
Patricia Ostrowski
September 3
Alan Kloos
Susan Kukla
September 4
Mike Galati
September 6
Theresa Boone-Toolan
Derek Hevel
Patricia Malcolm
September 8
Bonnie Webster
September 9
Zane Gill
September 10
Jada Perry
September 11
Amanda Ferris
Eric Kueltzo
September 12
Carlton Meyer
Carol Ritter
September 14
Mimi Sciacchitano
September 15
Connie Nolan

September, 2018

September 16
Joan Murray
September 17
Morgan Miller
September 18
Ethel Koch
Linnea Rimkus
September 19
Herbert Mueller
Matthew Rudnicki
Cheryl Watson
September 20
Steven Baker
Robert Heinzel, Jr.
Keith Koch
Debra Reed
Robert Stille
September 21
Melissa Maguire
September 22
Peyton Kueltzo
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September 23
Evelyn Gleisner
Janice Hutchinson
Brooke Miller
Charles Smith, Jr.
Steven Stille
September 24
Erik Hansen
September 25
Mary Overbey
Susan Schneider-Misale
September 27
Michelle Caputo
Michelle Kiela
Ruth Van Hecke
Robert Wilburn
September 28
Virginia Bailie
Beverly Baker-Meyer
Lorene Mason
September 29
Richard Przybylski
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Visioning Commi ee Look at Finances
Dave Cornyn, Finance Commi ee

In June, the Finance Commi ee assisted the Visioning Collabora on in presen ng a view of the
church’s ﬁnancial condi on to the congrega on. This presents highlights from the 2017
Annual Report, along with projec ons of
how the condi on may progress based on
current trends.

2017 Income
Figure 1 shows the total opera ng
income for 2017, broken into broad
categories. While there is signiﬁcant
income from rent, user fees and
fundraising, the vast majority of income
is from dona ons.

Figure 1

Figure 2 shows the breakdown of
the dona on income. Most, as
expected, comes from Weekly
Oﬀerings; however, a signiﬁcant
part comes by dona ons from
both Peace Village and the
Residence.

Figure 2
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The historical trend of the Weekly
Oﬀering category (Figure 3) shows a
deﬁnite decline in the number of donors;
however, the number of donors giving
signiﬁcant amounts has held rela vely
stable. This is indica ve of the level of
commitment by the members of the
congrega on.
Figure 3

Reserve Funds
It should be no surprise that the church
has been opera ng at a deﬁcit for the past
several years. The good news is that we
are not carrying debt to do so; however,
the only other way this can be done is by
drawing down Reserve funds.
Figure 4 shows the Reserve Fund balances
as
of the end of 2017. Funds include:
Figure 4











Perpetual Stewardship – Peace
Memorial’s endowment fund, earmarked for the long-term well-being of the church. All
dona ons to this fund are locked, not to be used to pay ongoing expenses… only the
income from investments of those dona ons may be used.
Restricted – includes scholarship funds; Seyfang-Menker Music fund; Building and Capital
funds; and designated memorials.
Founda on – funds designated for use of Peace Memorial Founda on, tasked with
developing programs to grow the church.
Commi ee – funds raised by/for use of speciﬁc groups, and administered by the church
oﬃce.
Unrestricted – consists mainly of undesignated estate proceeds, but also includes general
investment income

17

How Long Will They Last?
The big ques ons are “Is it really OK to con nue drawing down these funds, or are we in
trouble?” ; or “How long will these funds last?”
While it’s impossible to accurately project what will happen, we can show an example to
demonstrate what could happen. To do this, we made some basic assump ons:





Con nued opera ng deﬁcits of $100,000 per year
Investment yield of 1% on bank funds, 5% on investment accounts
No signiﬁcant change in program expenses
No signiﬁcant addi ons to reserves; no signiﬁcant capital expenses

Any one of these assump ons could be wrong and throw the whole thing oﬀ, but… we have
to start somewhere!
When it comes to paying daily expenses, only the Unrestricted Reserve fund is readily
accessible. Use of other
funds would indicate the
church is neglec ng
programs or viola ng the
trust of donors.
With that said… Figure 5
shows the projected
Reserve balances under
the above condi ons.
Figure 5
Unrestricted reserves are
depleted by 2022, and the
church is faced with
decisions on how to treat remaining reserves, or with the prospect of liquida ng assets to
raise addi onal funds.

What Will it Take?
The follow-up ques on is “Can it be turned around? The trick is to do it without degrading
the performance of our mission, without cu ng programs to the point where the church
can’t possibly grow.
If all but one of the assump ons above are le unchanged, that one change can make a
signiﬁcant diﬀerence:
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The Operating deficit is reduced by $20,000 in each of the next 4 years (reaching a deficit of $20,000 in
the 4th year)

That change alone
changes the picture
signiﬁcantly
(see Figure 6).

The key is to shrink the
deﬁcit quickly enough so
that investment income
can oﬀset the remaining
deﬁcit.

Figure 6
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