November, 2018

Vol. CXI No. 9

“Growing Together in Peace”

Thanksgiving Worship Service November 18th 9:30 a.m.
Followed by Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Sponsored by the Fellowship and Nurture
Committee
THANKSGIVING WORSHIP Please join us on Sunday, November 18th when we, as a
congregation, celebrate Thanksgiving at the worship service at 9:30 a.m. As in the past, prior to
the start of the service there will be the “ingathering of food” when worshippers present have the
opportunity to place nonperishable food items in front of the altar. These will then be donated to
food pantries and soup kitchens, who in turn distribute the bags of groceries to needy persons in
the local community or use the donated food to cook up and serve a one-dish meal to the hungry
people in the surrounding neighborhood.
THANKSGIVING DINNER—ALL CHURCH EVENT
“Many hands make light work”
After the conclusion of the service everyone is invited to the Thanksgiving Dinner that will be served in Zion Hall,
but leave your wallet in your pocket or purse! Your generous support of our weekly Sunday fellowship hour enables us
to cook up this complimentary feast for our valued family and friends here at PMC.
The Thanksgiving Dinner, sponsored by the Fellowship and Nurture Committee is asking EVERYONE at PMC to
help. Each family is being asked to please bring either a casserole, potatoes, salad or vegetable. The church will
provide the turkey, stuffing, rolls and butter, coffee, tea, milk, and dessert.
This is an all Church event at which “many hands” CAN “make light work.” Help is needed on Saturday morning to
prep the turkeys and on Sunday to help with the heating and serving of food, as well as clean up.
The more people that are willing to give of their time, the easier and more enjoyable the meal with be for all.
Volunteering is also a wonderful way to meet new people!! But please know, those who volunteer to help with the
dinner will only be asked to work short shifts so that everyone will be able to sit and eat with their family and friends.
To sign up to volunteer and make reservations, please check the Thanksgiving Dinner table in the narthex or call the
church office. Reservations for the meal enable the committee to have an accurate count of those eating and the food
needed.

The Board of Chris an Educa on invites you to
come help DECORATE THE HALLS on
Sunday, November 25th following worship.
Lunch will be provided. Let us know if you can help!
Don’t forget to bring your Christmas cheer!
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The Dance of Creation
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
The first thing we know about God is that God “created the heavens and the
earth.”
The most amazing thing is that there is anything at all. We are a part of it and
have consciousness to know that we are apart of it.
We can live sinking into it, being absorbed by the needs to eat, needs for
security, needs to procreate like all other lesser living forms around us, or, we
can maintain a conscious distance and become observers and players in the
dance of creation.
Most people forgo the human capacity for conscious living and succumb to the daily demands and distractions
of just getting by. Even though we are supposedly the most advanced civilization that ever has been and we
have technologies that previous generations would think miraculous, we are the most medicated and distracted
people ever. With all our advancements, suicide and depression are epidemic. We self-medicate through
various legal and illegal substances. We lose ourselves in time/awareness killing activities like celebrity
fascination, entertainment distractions, all insuring we stay safely in a state of unconsciousness.
Our culture tells us to be good producers and consumers. The better we are at producing and consuming the
more “successful” we are deemed to be. The problem is that even when people are really good at producing
and consuming they don’t seem to be happy. Suicide and substance abuse are just high among the high
achievers in this value system as they are among the “failures.”
It would seem that we were not created in the image and likeness of the “producer consumer” value system.
We have long believed that we are created in the image and likeness of the creative force of the universe. It is
that breath that fills our lungs and seeks to be expressed in our living. We are created with a capacity for JOY!
The one who created us and breathed life into us is not glorified by us barely hanging on and getting by
drugged, distracted and dumbed down. God is glorified in our living as we claim our “I am-ness” in Spirit and
express our nature as creative loving joy filled people!
Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness in our Hold On Reach Out stewardship campaign. It is through
your giving that the ministry of this church will grow and flourish. The world needs strong churches who hear
and proclaim good news! We live in times of purposefully stirred up division, fear and mistrust. The world
needs to hear that "God so loved the world. . .” perhaps now more than at any other time in history. We need
to hold on to Jesus’ prayer that “we may be one,” even while there are vigorous forces working overtime to
both create and capitalize on divisions. Yes, there is darkness in many corners, but we have been called to “let
our light shine. . .”
Blessings,
Pastor Phil
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2019 Offering
Envelopes
The new boxed sets
for 2019 are here
and will be available
for pickup in the
narthex beginning
the week of November 11th.

A Big Thank You
A very big thank you to everyone
that attended Oktoberfest on October
12th. You made the event a success
by coming out for a fun evening!
Extreme gratitude is extended to
Carol and Wayne Hoefler, Ellen and
George Holmes, Bev and Rudy
Wehofer, Ken Kamper, Pat and Larry
Ostrowski,
Tom
and
Joanne
Bockmann, Pam Kueltzo, Pastor
Sarah, Egon and Dorothy Menker and
Pastor Phil. Also special thanks to
Elise Signore for designing our flyer.
There are also many additional church
members that deserve the Oktoberfest
Team’s gratitude that willingly
pitched in during the event and taking
care of our guests.
A final report will be published
within a week or two as we finalize
invoicing. Thank you ever so much
for your charity support for PADS
and making Oktoberfest a successful
venture.

Poinsettia Plants And
Christmas Memorials

Church Office
Closed

Poinsettia plant orders,
which will be displayed in
the Sanctuary on
December 23rd and
24th need to be
ordered through the
church office and
paid for by December 9th.
The cost will be $13.00.
Christmas Memorials
are due in the church
office by
December 16th.

The church office will be
closed on Friday
November 23rd
following Thanksgiving .

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for articles for the December/January issue of
The Messenger will be November 12th. This is the last issue of
the year, so January news items need to be in the office on the
same deadline. The next issue will be February, 2019 and the
deadline will be Monday, January 14th.

Mingle Jingle Shoppe
Get those last minute Christmas Gifts
or

November 4
Memorial Sunday/
Communion
Our
annual
observance
of
Memorial Sunday is scheduled for
Sunday, November 4th. During
the 9:30 a.m. service we will
remember all of our members and
friends who have passed away
since Memorial Sunday, 2017.
Communion
will
also
be
celebrated during the service.

Start your Christmas Shopping
Come enjoy food and Mingling
With friends
At
Peace Memorial Church
Saturday, November 10, 2018
5:00 P.M. to 9:00 PM
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DID YOU KNOW THIS?
The Illinois Conference supports many missions locally and globally, and has formally entered into two global
missions: Illinois Maya Ministry and The Illinois Conference Angola Partnership.
Illinois Maya Ministry (IMM) is a project of the Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ. For
over twenty years, IMM has joined with the Maya peoples of Guatemala and Chiapas, Mexico, in a ministry of
accompaniment, reconciliation, and transformation to strive toward a world vision of justice and dignity. Our
activities include: providing and organizing delegations to the regions to learn about the social, economic, political and religious challenges that confront the Maya people in their struggle for autonomy; providing support
to the missionaries; providing material aid such as food, equipment, and educational and medical supplies;
providing support to grass-roots efforts for structural change; providing educational forums and workshops on
Maya culture and spirituality, economic justice, the global effects of free trade vs. fair trade, peace building
and ecumenism; and providing and promoting advocacy for human rights. Through this ministry we have
grown in our faith and have been blessed with the friendship of many sisters and brothers who share our commitment to God’s vision of the beloved community. For more information go to:
www.illinoismayaministry.blogspot.com
The Illinois Conference Angola Partnership – The 2002 cease-fire in Angola ushered in an era of peace, creating a biros moment, a time when God offers Angolans, and us, an opportunity for faithful discipleship and
action together. In the summer of 2004, the Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ initiated a partnership with the Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola (IECA) with the encouragement and assistance
of the Global Ministries of the UCC and Disciples of Christ. The Illinois Conference UCC/IECA Partnership
purpose and philosophy is to build on historical ties between the UCC and IECA and between the U.S. and Angola; recognize the many opportunities we have to learn from each other and grow together; that priorities for
projects and action be set and guided by our Angolan partners; and explore new avenues of reconciliation and
transformation. Current projects include: supporting IECA initiatives for church and community development;
fundraising campaigns to assist our Angolan brothers and sisters in building a home for married students at the
Church’s Emanuel Seminary near Dondi, Angola and to print hymnals (sales will raise funds for a churchbased university); education and outreach to Illinois Conference congregations; preparing for hosting and sending delegations; providing for a “Minister in Residence” within the Illinois Conference. More information can
be found on the Illinois Conference website.

Fall Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 2, 2018
The semi-annual Congregational meeting will
be held on Sunday, December 2nd in order to
present, discuss, and vote on the proposed
budget for the 2019 fiscal year. This meeting
will be held immediately following the 9:30 a.m.
service.
4

The Mission Committee is providing
opportunities to Live Your Faith
By Gaile Sprissler
* Chicago Food Depository: needs volunteers to help repack food– Dates TBD
* Feed My Starving Children – needs volunteers to help pack nutritious meals
for hungry children around the world. – Dates TBD
* Pads – volunteers needed to cook at PMC once a month. Also, to help serve
those meals. The second Wednesday of every month October – April!
* Kenwood UCC – needs people to help cook. They provide hot meals every
day, for those who are hungry.
New ideas and ways to help others are always welcome!
Contact a member of the Mission Committee and let us know how you
would like to help!
However you choose to allocate your time, effort, and finances to make the
world a better place, you may feel a very satisfying sense of being of service.
You may feel that you need to make use of your resources in a significant way.
The act of contributing to the well-being of others can put you in a compassionate mood. You may feel suddenly grateful for the many blessings in your life as
you strive to aid those whose lives have been far less rich. As you work to help
those less fortunate, you may also discover that you have been granted the ability to channel your sympathy into positive action.

Time Change
Sunday
November 4
Don’t forget to turn
your clocks BACK one
hour before you go to
bed on Saturday,
November 3rd.

Helping others cope with need and suffering enables us to truly appreciate the
sheer scope of the blessings we have received. We not only learn to be grateful
for the abundance that defines our lives, but we also see how that abundance
can be put to use in a compassionate, selfless fashion.

A Place At the Table…
For All…
Where Everyone Is Welcome and
Affirmed In God’s Abundant Love and
Jesus’ Extravagant Hospitality
A good table needs strong, supportive legs. The
Open and Affirming process at Peace Memorial
needs to be based in the Bible, informed by
Education, led by the Holy Spirit and lived out in
Community. To accomplish this, the ONA
Committee needs all of you to help build our
table.
On Sunday, November 4, at 11am, in the Fireside Chapel, we will view and discuss a video, “A Fish Out of
Water”. A young filmmaker interviewed several religious leaders about what the Bible says and doesn’t say
about homosexuality. The film also includes interviews with
members of the LGBTQ community. We encourage you to join us after coffee and donuts for this discussion,
as we begin to put together the legs for our “Place at the Table”.
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MARCH TO THE MANGER—2018

Ma hew 2: 10-11
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they oﬀered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Christmas is a season of giving. God gave Jesus. Mary gave Him life. The Shepherds gave
their worship. The Wise Men gave their gifts. And we know
that ultimately Jesus gave His life on a cross so all of God’s
people could have everlasting life.
With all of the challenges people are facing, they continue to
look to the church as a place to see their spiritual needs met. We
must continue to provide a loving atmosphere, as well as
continue to be equipped with the tools it takes to make an
impact in our community.
The challenge is for all of us as Wise Men and Women to open
up our hearts and our own treasure chests in order to oﬀer up
our gifts to support the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ that is done on a daily basis here
at Peace Memorial Church. We are asking you to prayerfully consider how you can make
your local church a high priority during this Christmas season, both in your a endance and
giving.
During the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season, we invite you to be a part of our March
to the Manger campaign.
The needs that are being met here at Peace Memorial Church are numerous and important,
and we are so thankful for those who have caught the vision in what we are doing here in this
community. We encourage you to consider your year-end giving eﬀorts, and to continue to
bless the church where you worship. We know that in turn, you will be greatly blessed!
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November 4
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
November 11
Sunday School
November 19
Sunday School
November 26
Sunday School
Hanging of the Greens
December 16
Christmas Party, 11 AM

Close to 50 walkers attended the annual Southwest Suburban Crop Walk and raised over $3,500.00. A big shout
out to the folks who enjoyed a sunny fun filled 3 mile walk ! If you would like to contribute there is still time just
click on the following link - https://www.crophungerwalk.org/palosparkil/Donate
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Our Members
And Friends
Funeral

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Loretta Froebel, passed away October
19, 2018

Baptism
October 7, 2018, Jada Jeannette
Bowman, born July 28, 2018,
daughter of Kenneth and Alison, nee
Kruse

Peace Memorial Church
Christmas Party
Sponsored by the Landscapers and Gardeners
Celebrating Over 20 Years of Service to
Peace Memorial Church

The Garden Chalet
11000 S. Ridgeland, Worth

6:00 p.m. Friday, December 7, 2018
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Music Provided by The 3 J’s
$35.00 per person
Tickets available in Zion Hall

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . . . . . . Office Manager/
Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn

Everyone is Welcome!

(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Administrator Circle Inn
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Turn your
clocks back before you go to
bed

9

10

7 pm Choir

4

5

6

Memorial Sunday
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Communion
NO Sunday School
10:30 am Fellowship

11
Veteran’s
Sunday
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am Fellowship
11 am Mission Com.

18
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am
Thanksgiving
Dinner

25
Messenger
Pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:45 am Fellowship

Election Day
11 am—Bible
Study, Peace
Village

12
Messenger
Deadline

13
11 am—Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7

8

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Fireside
2 pm Healing
Worship Service
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco

14

8:30—10:30
Committee
Meetings
7 pm Choir

15

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
11 am Worship/
Music
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Fireside
1 pm PADS
7 pm Trustees

19

20

21

7 pm—Finance

11 am—Bible
Study, Peace
Village
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters;
Messenger
Helpers
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Fireside

26

27

28

11 am—Bible
Study, Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Fireside

Hanging of the
Greens

9

5—9 pm
Mingle
Jungle
16

17

22
Thanksgiving
Day
Church Office
Closed

23

24

29

30

7 pm Choir
7 pm Foundation

7 pm Choir

Church
Closed

Birthday Greetings
November 1
David Haynie
William Reed
Brayden Ruth
Lillian Watson
November 2
Donald Urbauer, Sr.
November 5
Victoria Olson
Leah Signore
November 7
Claire Schneider
November 8
Thomas Dorl
Graham Hevel
Meghan Puckett
November 9
Sean Bockmann
Gary Kwiatkowski
Dawn Smith
November 10
Alexa Hook

November, 2018

November 13
Thomas Hecker
Zachary Hutchinson
Jack Puckett
Susan Smolik
November 15
Gloria Hoessler
November 16
Lenéa Ferrantelli
Verna Kwiatkowski
Mason Maguire
November 17
Lindsey Ruseen
Meredith Skala
November 18
William Bayer
November 20
Kathy Horosinski
Gregg Voboril
November 23
Nancy Anderson
Jeremy Tooth

November 26
Jonathan Dagys
Dennis Kirscher
November 28
Kenneth Bowman, Jr.
Brian Koch
Barbara Rowley
November 29
Phyllis Klaiber
Carl Pratscher III
Monica Tooth
November 30
Amy Hevel

OPPORTUNITY
The Trustees are searching for a few members of
the Congregation who would be able to make
themselves available to open and close the Church
facilities for outside events. The Church rents
their various spaces for all types of parties and
events. The Trustees feel that the opening and
closing for these events needs to be more closely
monitored. If you are interested and want more
information you can contact Melissa Maguire,
Pam Cornyn, George Holmes or Pam Kueltzo in
the office.
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A Farewell Note from Pastor Sarah Lohrbach
In October 2014, I began what would become a 4 year long journey with Peace
Memorial Church. I was fresh out of seminary, ready to finish my process of
discernment and become an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ. I was
excited and nervous for all that was to come, but I knew that God led me to where I
was and was on this journey with me.
These last four years have been full of much love and my decision to leave Peace
is not one I came to easily. Thank you so much for all the support you have shown
me since the very beginning, including my ordination on January 24, 2015.
It has been a true blessing and privilege to serve alongside the children, youth, and
families here at PMC. Each and everyone of you hold a special place in my heart and I will forever cherish the
memories we have made. I will miss you all dearly and will never forget you.
I know that Peace is still going through a time of transition, searching for a new settled Senior Pastor, and now
you will be going through a transition in regards to children and youth ministry as well. Transitions can be
scary and full of unknowns, but I encourage to keep moving forward with the many wonderful things
happening here. You have the people, the passion, and the gifts to do amazing things even during this interim
period.
I want to leave you with a few final thoughts, ones you have probably heard me saying many times during the
last four years. The youth are not the church of the future. These young people are the church of TODAY.
Invite them into the full life of the church. Help them find ways to share their gifts and talents. Create an
environment where children and youth know they belong and their presence matters and is important.
I encourage each and every one of you to
take some time to get to know our young
people. Learn their names and faces. But
also what they like and dislike. What their
dreams and hopes are. Go to Christian Ed
events and embrace Jesus’ call to become
like children. Learn what faith looks like
through their eyes. See the awe and
wonder. Ponder their questions with them.
Imagine with them. Dream with them.
Worship with them. Tell them YOUR story.
And in those moments when you gather with these little ones, remember what Jesus said...

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
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The Light is Surely Coming…
Is the theme of this year’s Christmas Fund Offering which is a
tangible expression of God’s love and light in the world. Year
after year, United Church of Christ members and congregations
have reached out in kindness, compassion, and gratitude to those
who have faithfully shepherded our Church for many years i the
past and who now nd themselves facing unexpected nancial
needs. The date for receiving the Offering is Sunday, December
23, 2018. You are invited and encouraged to join thousands of
UCC members and congregations who will support this year’s
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