December, 2018

Vol. CX No. 10

“Growing Together in Peace”

Sunday, December 9th
“New Tradition” Chorus
Tickets are $5 and may be purchased
at the Café or at the door the day of the show
Sponsored by the Seyfang/Menker Music Fund

Fall Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 2, 2018
The semi-annual Congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, December 2nd in order to present, discuss, and
vote on the proposed budget for the 2019 fiscal year. This
meeting will be held immediately following the 9:30 a.m.
service.
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Prepare the way of the Lord. . .
By Reverend Philip Price, Interim Senior Pastor
Advent is about active waiting. We prepare ourselves to receive
what we have longed for. Our active participatory waiting is the
“special sauce” that brings it to be.
We prepare the way of the Lord by getting certain things straight
and smoothing out the bumpy places. I’m mindful this year that
Matthew’s Christmas story is about a refugee family that were facing
politically based brutality and had to flee to the neighboring country of Egypt. Luke tells of
weary travelers who were met with “no room in the inn.” I’m beginning to see that if Christmas
is about anything it is about flexing to open up spaces in our hearts for refugees and those who
need a welcoming smile. There are people who have risked everything, fleeing terror and
brutality, putting themselves and their children in rickety boats, traveling dangerous roads,
facing razor wire and closed borders. All for the hope of a better future. Theirs is a desperate
hope that surely someone will notice that they are human beings and have mercy. Will I make
those bumpy places a little smoother?
I have learned so much during my stay with you. We have had the blessing of sharing two
Christmas’ together and we all know that this will be my last Christmas with you. The Search
Team has done their work and are nearing the end of this journey. This is a time of hope and
excitement! We have worked together to smooth out the bumps and get ready to welcome your
next minister! I pray that your hearts have been prepared to welcome and joyously receive the
one who will serve you and minister with you and lead you in new paths of service and faithful
engagement. Dream big dreams and throw yourself into the work of the Kingdom!
My prayer is that this Christmas will be a rich experience of what it is to live in hope-filled
expectation and prayerful preparation as we are open ourselves to receiving the future that God
invites us to welcome!
Blessings and Merry Christmas!

December Mission—
2018 Christmas Fund Offering
In December, the Mission and Spiritual Care committee would like to
bring attention to the UCC Christmas Fund. This fund provides direct
financial assistance to retired and active United Church of Christ
authorized ministers and lay employees and their surviving spouses,
including pension and health premium supplementation, emergency
assistance, and Christmas thank-you checks. There will be a Christmas
Fund envelope in your bulletin on Sunday, December 23rd All
donations also given in the “pink” Mission envelope this month will go
to the UCC Christmas Fund.
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Poinsettia Plants and
Christmas Memorials
Orders for Poinsettia plants
which will be displayed in the
Sanctuary on December 23rd and
for the Christmas Eve Services
need to be ordered through the
church office and paid for by
December 9rd. The cost will be
$13.00.
Christmas Memorials are due in
the church office by December
16th.

Blessing Bucket/
Giving Tree

2019 Offering
Envelopes
Please stop by the
church and pick up
your 2019 Offering
envelopes. They are
on a table in the
Narthex.

Messenger Deadline

Advent Schedule

December 2
First Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship Service;
communion
10:45 a.m. Congregational
Meeting

The deadline for articles
for the February issue of December 9
the
Messenger
is
Second Sunday in Advent
Monday, January 14th.
9:30 a.m. Worship
The issue will be
available for pickup on Sunday,
January 27th.
The January birthdays and calendar
will be mailed in late December.

December 16
Third Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School
Christmas Party

This year there are 7 families that will
be sponsored by our children with the
money collected all year in the
Blessing Bucket. These families will
also be recipients of gifts from Peace
Memorial Church. The tree with tags
is located in the Narthex and there are
tags on the tree for each of the 7
families. Tags will be for food,
clothing, toys and gift cards. There is
a sign out board located by the tree so
as you remove a gift tag (or tags)
please sign out that tag. Gifts are to
be returned by December 9th
unwrapped and placed under the tree.
If you have any questions please see
or call Pam Cornyn, 815-838-6774.

December 23
Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship
December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship
with Harpist
10:30 p.m. String Quartet
11:00 Candlelight Worship
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MARCH TO THE MANGER—2018

Matthew 2: 10-11
10
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
Christmas is a season of giving. God gave Jesus. Mary gave Him life. The Shepherds
gave their worship. The Wise Men gave their gifts. And we know that ultimately Jesus
gave His life on a cross so all of God’s people could have everlasting life.
With all of the challenges people are facing, they continue to look to the church as a
place to see their spiritual needs met. We must continue to provide a loving atmosphere,
as well as continue to be equipped with the tools it takes to make an impact in our
community.
The challenge is for all of us as Wise Men and Women to open up our hearts and
our own treasure chests in order to offer up our gifts to support the mission and ministry
of Jesus Christ that is done on a daily basis here at Peace Memorial Church. We are
asking you to prayerfully consider how you can make your local church a high priority
during this Christmas season, both in your attendance and giving.
During the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany
season, we invite you to be a part of our
March to the Manger campaign. The needs
that are being met here at Peace Memorial
Church are numerous and important, and we
are so thankful for those who have caught the
vision in what we are doing here in this
community. We encourage you to consider
your year-end giving efforts, and to continue to
bless the church where you worship. We know
that in turn, you will be greatly blessed!
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Something Of Interest From the United Church of Christ
Website:
A simple act of kindness can brighten one’s day, make a difference in someone’s life, and even change
the world. Combine that thought with the mission of the United Church of Christ to create a just world for all
through its current one-church mission initiative, 3 Great Loves, you get ‘JustAct.’
JustAct is the 3 Great Loves Daily Action Calendar created by the UCC National Setting, outlining
365 ways God’s love inspires acts of love towards neighbors, children and creation. And, JustAct is a
perpetual calendar, so users can pick one up and get started at any point in the year and continue using it year
after year.
The calendar is a creative collaboration of several ministries at the National Setting with content
suggested by members of five different teams —The Rev. Mary Schaller Blaufuss, Team Leader,
Humanitarian & Development Ministries; the Rev. Velda Love, Minister for Racial Justice; the Rev. Brooks
Berndt, Minister for Environmental Justice; the Rev. Susan Blain, Minister for Faith Formation: Curator for
Worship and Liturgical Arts; and the Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, Minister for Ministerial Support and
Accountability.
Each day outlines an action with a bible/gospel verse or inspirational quote that serves as the
foundation. 365 daily actions that live out God’s love and promote a just world.
“We believe that every day presents opportunity to take an action for creating a more just and loving
world,” said Cynthia Bailie, Director of OPTIC, the department that produced the Just Act calendar. “No
action is too small or insignificant.”
It’s hoped the calendar will also inspire sharing of stories across the wider church through the 3 Great
Loves website. JustAct connects congregations or individuals to where their stories can be shared online and
through social media.
“We have never connected our website to a UCCR product like this before,” said Marie Tyson,
Director of Sales and Distribution for United Church of Christ Resources (UCCR). “I am very excited about
the interaction with all who purchase and choose to participate.”
The calendar is available now for pre-order on the UCC website (UCC.org) at a discounted
introductory price of $19.96. Shipping begins on Dec 6.
“We hope JustAct inspires people,” said Bailie. “Every act, small or large, is needed to create A Just
World for All.”
(If you would like to purchase a JustAct calendar but do not use a computer, please contact Ruth
Stewart at 708-952-4478.)
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Mission Committee
Holiday Message
By Gaile Sprissler
It’s the giving time of year again, and this Holiday Season
the Mission committee is providing several ways for you to
give a little Christmas cheer to others.
 We have a mitten, hat and scarf drive. You can place
them in the ‘MITTENS/HATS’ plastic bin in the
narthex.
 We have a toy drive to donate to Operation Blessing.
Place them in the ‘TOY’ plastic bin, in the narthex.
The cut-off date for donating is Sunday, December 16th, to allow time for the
distribution of those items.
So, Peace Memorial as usual will be doing its part to
spread ‘Peace on Earth and Goodwill to Men’ this
season. And as tiny Tim said, ‘God bless us, everyone’.

From the ONA Committee
By Ruth Stewart
We would like to thank everyone who participated in our
November 4th Open and Affirming process video viewing
and discussion. This was an afternoon filled with discovery and interaction from all who attended, sharing social
perspectives and biblical insights. If you were unable to
attend and would like to see the video, a copy will be
available to check out on Sundays at the ONA table by our
board in Zion Hall, or in the church office during the
week. You can also view it on Youtube.com by typing in
“Ky Dickens Fish Out of Water” in the search box.
Our goal is to get the entire church involved so that everyone “gets their place at the table” by providing various perspectives. We invite you to participate in our next session on Sunday, January 20th. This will be a panel
discussion on the hopes and fears of a church declaring itself as Open and Affirming. The panel participants
will be clergy and lay from churches in our area, both those who have recently voted to be ONA and those who
voted a while ago and have been living into their ONA covenants. A soup/chili/salad lunch will be served at 11
a.m., with the panel discussion starting around 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside chapel. The panelists will give brief
statements, followed by questions and comments. Though not necessary, if you would like to submit questions
for our panelists ahead of time, stop by the ONA table in Zion Hall. If you plan to attend, we would appreciate
an RSVP to the church office or on our bulletin board by January 9th so we can plan the meal and room set up.
Also, please let us know if you will need child care.
ONA Committee: Dennis Kirscher (Chair), Wayne Hoefler, David Hook, Russ Hook, Larry Loussaert, Cathy
Miller, Ruth Stewart, Joe Spoors
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November 25

Sunday School

December 2

NO Sunday School

December 9

Sunday School

December 16

NO Sunday School
Christmas Party, 11 AM

December 23

Sunday School
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

December 30
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Sunday School

Our Members
And Friends
Congratulations


PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

Tom and Elizabeth Osborne on
their
wedding
anniversary
November 27th

Peace Memorial Church
Christmas Party
Sponsored by the Landscapers and Gardeners
Celebrating Over 20 Years of Service to
Peace Memorial Church

The Garden Chalet
11000 S. Ridgeland, Worth

6:00 p.m. Friday, December 7, 2018
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Music Provided by The 3 J’s

Peace Memorial Church
10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Philip Price. . . . . .Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Sarah Lohrbach . . . . .Director of Youth
and Children’s Ministries
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . .Office Manager/Editor
April Krzeczkowski. . . . . . . . . . .Financial &
Record Keeping Secretary

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Linda Beushausen . . . . . . Executive Director

$35.00 per person
Tickets available in Zion Hall

Everyone is Welcome!

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich. . . .Administrator Circle Inn
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 First Sunday

3

4

In Advent
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Communion
NO Sunday
School
10:45 am
Congregational
Meeting

9 Second Sunday

10

7

7 pm Choir

6:30 pm PMC
Christmas
Party at
Garden Chalet

12

13

14

15

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
deliver gifts to
Downers Grove
11 am Worship/
Music Com.
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
1 pm PADS

7 pm Choir

18

19

20

21

22

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
7 pm Alzheimer’s
Support Group
Fireside

7 am Volunteers
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
7 pm Trustees

25

26

28

29

Christmas Day
Church Office
Closed

7 am Volunteers

11

In Advent
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
11:30 am
New Traditions
Chorus

16

6

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

Third Sunday
In Advent
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9;45 am NO Sunday
School
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am Sunday
School Christmas
Party

17

23

24

7 pm Finance
Committee
Fireside

Fourth Sunday
In Advent
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

4 pm Candlelight
Worship
10:30 String
Quartet
11 pm Candlelight
Worship

30

31

Christmas
Eve

5
7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm
Bible Study
Peace Lounge
2 pm worship
Peace Village
6:30 pm Bunco
7 pm ONA Fireside

7 pm Foundation

7 pm Choir

27

7 pm Choir

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
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Birthday Greetings
December 2
Kyle Lisak
Lauren Mann
Shayne Stille
December 4
Cheryl Puhr
December 5
Maxwell Johnson
Nancy Polzin
December 6
Bob Nolan
Jimmy Roberson
December 7
Marian Klemme
December 8
Sarah Hecker
Kenley Kruse
December 10
Jack Cochonour
Laura Polzin
Bruce Puhr
Debra Stille

December, 2018

December 13
Scott Przybylski
Renee Puckett
Thomas Szymborski
December 14
Scott Voboril
December 17
Edward Polzin, Jr.
Jason Westerberg
December 19
Ruth Stewart
Jennifer Swieringa
December 20
Walter Johnson
December 21
Noel Henniger
Robert Ritter, Jr.
December 22
William Blaser
Carole Delejewski
Eric Przybylski

Lincoln-Way-Area Chorale
Christmas Concert
“Sing We Now of Christmas” will be presented by
LWAC on Sunday, December 9, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. at
Lincoln-Way East Performing Arts Center on Colorado
Avenue in Frankfort. Tickets may be purchased on line
at www.lwac.com, from any Chorale member, by calling
708-479-1863 or 815-4699-1010 or see Choir member
Linnea Rimkus or call her at 815-469-4539
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December 23
Elaine Schneider
December 24
Carol Chandler
Mary Lou Skala
December 25
Carol Mozwecz
December 26
Barbara Kollaritsch
December 27
Sean Nestor
December 28
Cathy Miller
December 30
Dave Cornyn
Kailey Wasyliw
December 31
Jennifer Marek
Carmen Urbauer

