March, 2020

Vol. CXIII No. 2

“Growing Together in Peace”

Open and Affirming Official at Peace Memorial
On Sunday February 2, 2020 the congregation of Peace Memorial Church UCC voted to
OFFICIALLY be recognized as Open and Affirming (ONA). A sincere thank you from the ONA
committee. It is truly gratifying to note the overwhelming acceptance demonstrated by our
congregational vote today identifying our ONA status!! The final count on the votes was 106 to 6
in favor of the Welcoming Statement presented by the committee to the congregation! As the chairperson of
the committee I would like to thank all of the other members and former members for their dedication in
achieving this goal. For those who did not vote to accept the statement, I encourage you to ask questions of
the committee members, of Pastor Jed, of your friends in the congregation who may have voted differently so
that dialogue continues to a better understanding even without a change in opinion. My personal and sincere
thanks and recognition to Lori Mason for sharing her story on the 22nd anniversary of her daughter’s death. I
don’t know if I could have spoken as well as Lori did. I think everyone present this morning witnessed what I
have come to call a God moment! We are all looking forward to a positive future for Peace Memorial with
continuing growth. Today’s decision was a great step in a positive direction.
Thanks again to all!
Joyfully and respectfully,
Dennis Kirscher, Chair PMC ONA Committee
NA Committee members: Wayne Hoefler, Russ Hook, Cathy Miller, Linnea Rimkus, Ruth Stewart

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 8th
Be sure to set your

Semi Annual Congregational Meeting
Peace Memorial Church
March 15, 2020
Presentation of Annual Reports
10:45 a.m. In the Sanctuary
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Lenten Journey

Peace Teddy
Bear Ministry

By Rev. Jed Watson, Senior Pastor
Friends:
As I write we are about to enter the season
of Lent. The liturgical color will soon change
– we’ll be in the season of purple, which
invokes a sense of heaviness, or gravity.
Originally Lent was a time for confirmation
students to endure some very rigorous selfexamination, repentance and spiritual renewal as they prepared for their
baptism vows on the Saturday before Easter. Today most Christians
ignore it. But for those few who take it seriously, Lent can be a very
meaningful time - though often, if done well, it can be a bit of a
struggle. (Oh, that word -don't like that so much.)
It’s a heavy season –the heaviest of the year. It’s a time for reflection
and contemplation. It’s a time for honesty. It’s a time for penitence.
Certainly, it’s an opportunity for renewal. I would invite you to think of
it that way. It offers an opportunity to grow – a chance to rise above
habitual and conditioned ways of thinking and behaving, and to become
the kind of spiritual persons we can be, and that God calls us to be.
To help us through the season of Lent I’d like to offer an adult
education program. About twenty years ago Fr. Thomas Keating, one of
the pioneers of a movement called ‘contemplative prayer,’ wrote a book
about drawing closer to God: The Human Condition: Contemplation and
Transformation. We’ll use this book as a resource for the class. We’ll
ask some important questions like, "Who am I?” "Where am I in
relation to God, myself and others?" “How can I draw ever closer to
God?” “What will greater intimacy with God entail, and require?” Lent
is the perfect time to ask such questions and to begin a long journey
through which we might find what Keating called our ‘true” selves, as
children of God. We’ll reflect on these questions together and I’ll offer
some introduction to ‘contemplative prayer’ as practiced by Fr. Keating
and many other Christians through the ages.
We’ll meet on three consecutive Thursday evenings, March 17, 24,
and 31, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. A sign-up sheet is posted in the
Narthex.
The book is widely available on the Internet. It’s only about 60 pages
and is available for about $8. I encourage you to order the book early
and do a little reading before we gather for the first session.
I’m very much looking forward to this first adult education program
for our new shared ministry. I hope you will participate!
Peace and Love,
Pastor Jed
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The ‘Peace Bear’ program
continues successfully thanks to
those of you who help the family
grow with donations of new ‘bear
buddies’ and those volunteers
who add the labels, etc. These
little guys sit with us for worship
service, hear the Word and
praises to God in our hymns and
anthems, then are given by you,
our ambassadors from PMC, to
others you know in the
community as well as our own
members that cannot always be
with us but are always in our
thoughts and prayers.
Please remember your friends
and neighbors that may need a
‘pick-me-up’ or some words of
encouragement as they are
enduring a stressful time in their
lives with a friendly visit from
one of our ‘bear family’.
Thanks for supporting the
Fellowship committee in their
efforts to reach out to our church
members and community with
this beloved program.

Easter Lilies and
Memorials

One Great Hour Of Sharing March 22nd
Focus for March Mission

Easter lilies are available to order
through the church office that will be
placed around
the altar on
Easter
morning. The
cost is $14.00
and includes
foil wrapping
and a bow.
The
pink
forms
for
ordering may
be found in the church office or on
the Information Counter in the
Narthex. Lily orders are due to the
office by March 22nd with payment.
Easter memorials need to be into
the church office by Sunday, March
29th to be included in the Easter
program.

Through the One Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we are planting seeds of
new life. Together, we are investing in communities world-wild: providing
education to girls and boys, empowering communities through vocational
training, supporting microcredit lending and seeing people through to selfsufficiency, empowering families with skills to support themselves and their
neighbors, and participating in sustainable solutions that offer dignity to all.
These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in
addition to disaster relief and refugees initiatives.
Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But more is needed.
Today, you have an opportunity to plant seeds into the lives of others. Be a coworker with God. Building, planting, watering...and trusting that God gives
growth to all good gifts shared in faith. Thank you for your partnership. Thank
you for your generosity.

Mission Committee News
By Ruth Van Hecke
Your Mission Committee is out and about! Thanks for the February
volunteers who:
• Shopped, cooked and served a meal for
PADS!
• Baked cookies for families staying at
Ronald McDonald House!
• Donated toiletries and towels!
• Made and delivered lunches for Beds Plus!
• Are knitting/crocheting scarfs!
• Donated Heart Healthy Cereal!
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Community Garden
This year like our previous growing
season a limited number of cedar
raised garden beds will be offered to
church members. Beds are now
available to reserve your garden
bed. Like previous years the cost
for the upcoming growing season
beginning April 1st will be $15 (2’
x 8’) or $30 (4’ x 8’). To reserve
your bed please stop by or call the
office. We offer these beds on a
first come first serve basis. To learn
about early spring planting Like Us
on the community Garden Facebook
page at: http://www.facebook.com/
PMCGarden or email us at
CommunityGarden@pmc.org

Send Out a White Light
By Gaile Sprissler
The Holy Spirit is connected within our lives constantly. We denote the Spirit as a white
Light surrounding us, or a dove, or even a special person, that appears in our life to help us
either spiritually, physically or emotionally when we are in need.
We in turn should send that Light out unto all others. It’s hard to want to wish well to those
who have hurt us or have evil hearts and are hurting others around the world, to those may have
been trained to adulate evil. To those who have experienced dramatic trauma early in life that set them on a heinous
path. But there is still hope that any person may be turned around. Send a white Light to surround them, to experience
the Spirit, and maybe to change their mindset. To change the darkness that is in their hearts and indeed in their souls.
Perhaps make them tired and ill at ease with their way of life. It happens every day with criminals, alcoholics, druggies,
men in prisons, and people just on a troubled path. Many of us have seen someone make a change for the better. But, not
everybody. However, that should not stop you from sending out that Light. It should stop you from thinking what’s the
use, or being mad or disgusted, or even hating someone and therefore you cannot pray for them.
Each soul chooses its own path. Send out love and hope that someone will be blessed and become their best self. We
have to stop judging, disliking and fearing others. That keeps the world spiraling in the wrong direction. Remember,
there is a weakness in all wickedness, that’s how the Light gets in.
We are all spiritual beings having a human experience. We are living amidst large scale changes in the world. As the
changes around us proceed in rapid progression, we want to be able to trust our own ability to sense what is happening
and how we can best respond. We are filled with divine grace and power that is ours for the asking. Therein lies the
challenge. To maintain our centeredness and be kind despite conflicts, animosity, and anger. There’s our real
opportunity for spiritual growth! There is our living reflection of the holy Spirit within us.
Gail Sprissler

Peace Volunteers at Ronald McDonald House
For more than 40 years, RMHC-CNI programs have grown as the need continues to provide comfort to families of
children with complex medical issues. Below, are congregants from Peace Memorial Church baking cookies for these
families to enjoy while they stay at one of the Ronald McDonald houses throughout Illinois.
Thank you to Ruth Van Hecke and team
for taking the time out for such
a wonderful cause.

Volunteers from Peace Memorial help to bake cookies at the Ronald McDonald House in Oak Lawn by Christ
Hospital on February 9, 2020. From left to right: Ed T. Baker, Al Gentile (a friend of Ed’s), Rick Przybylski,
Jayne Przybylski
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Friday,
March 13, 2020
6:30 PM

ALL AGES!
BRING A
FRIEND AND
YOUR
FAVORITE

ALL ARE
WELCOME!

MAKE YOUR
OWN PIZZA!

Free Will
Donation
At Event

RSVP BY MARCH 6 TO
LAURA HAASE

Peace Memorial Church UCC
Phone: 708-448-7833
10300 W. 131st Street, Palos Park, IL
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Birthday Greetings
March 3
Julie Sersland
March 4
Christopher Stille
March 9
Susan Bugajsky
Egon Menker
Richard Schultz
March 10
Lawrence Spoors
Leon Rinehart
March 11
Jim Hevel

March, 2020

March 12
Joseph Spoors
March 13
William Denton
Logan Przybylski
March 15
Daria Baker
March 18
William Trent
March 19
Matthew Freund
March 21
Laura Haase
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March 25
Edward Polzin, Sr.
March 27
Lily Finn
March 31
Pamela Cornyn
Lillian Matkovich
Louise Swannie

Coffee Hour
Sponsorship

Want to Lose the Weight?
Of unwanted things around your house?
Bring them in during March for the

Rummage Sale!
Saturday, March 28th 9 - 3 PM
Set up: March 25th thru 27th
Wednesday - Friday 10am – 3 pm
Stop by for a few hours during those times.
All help is welcome to help make it a success!

If you are interested in sponsoring
coffee hour in honor of a special
occasion (birthday, anniversary,
renewed health etc.) or in
memory of someone, please
contact a member of the
fellowship committee. The cost
is $100.00.
Sponsorship includes choice (or
combination) of coffee cakes,
doughnuts, bagels, muffins or
cake; cost of the coffee, coffee
cups and condiments, plates,
plasticware and a special sign
designating what the occasion is.

Superbowl Sub Thankyou
Christian Education would like to thank everyone who participated in making
the annual sub sale a success. From the people who purchased supplies,
assembled the subs, and sold them.
We would also like to thank all who helped with the baking, buying, and selling
the goods in the bake sale. The total profit we made this year was $1833.00.
Thank you again!

SWIFT Forum to be
Held At Peace
Memorial Church
On Sunday, March 15, 2020
Peace Memorial Church will be
the host church for this Interfaith
Forum, the topic of which is:
“One God—3 Faiths”
Registration is at 2 p.m. and the
forum begins at 3 p.m.
Please call 708-2834 to register.
(SWIFT
is
a
non-Profit
Organization made up of
synagogues,
churches
and
mosques located in the South
and south-West suburbs of
Chicago.
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Holy Week Schedule
2019
April 5—Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. Worship

PEACE MEMORIAL UCC
10300 West 131st Street
Palos Park, IL 60464

April 10—Good Friday
Tennebrae
6:00 p.m. Dinner in
Zion Hall
7:30 p.m. Worship in
Sanctuary
Peace Memorial Church

Messenger Deadline
April 12—Easter
8:00 a.m. Breakfast

The deadline for articles for the
April issue of the Messenger is
Monday, March 16th. The issue
will be available for pickup on
Sunday, March 29th.

Our Members
and Friends
9:30 a.m. Worship

Remembering Carol Chandler
who passed away January 23,
2020.

10300 West 131st Street,
Palos Park, IL 60464
Phone (708) 448-7833
FAX (708) 448-0824
www.pmcucc.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Church School 9:45 a.m.
Rev. Jed Watson. . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
Robert Mohr. . . . Director of Music Ministry
Tom Osborne.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Organist
Pamela Kueltzo. . . . . Office Manager/Editor
Mary Anne Bixler. . . . . Administrative Asst.
Lily Field. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Accountant

Peace Memorial Residences
3200 W. 101st Street
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Peace Village
10300 Village Circle Drive
Palos Park, IL 60464-2666
(708) 361-6091
Roger Ellens . . . . . . . Executive Director

Peace Village Circle Inn
(708) 671-2470
Diane Oremovich . . . . . . . . . . .Administrator
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March 2020
Sun
1

Mon
2

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
& Communion
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

8

9

4

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm Bible
Study, Peace
Lounge
2 pm Worship
Peace Village

Sat

6

7

14

7 pm Choir

11

12

13

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
11 am Worship
Committee
12:30 pm Bible
Study, Peace
Lounge

7 pm Choir

6:30 pm
Christian
Education Game
Night

18

19

20

21

27

28

17

Messenger
Deadline

Primary
Election Day

22

23

7 am Volunteers
9 am Crafters
12:30 pm Bible
11 am Bible Study Study, Peace
Peace Village
Lounge
7 pm Alzheimer's
Support, Fireside 7 pm Trustees

7 pm Choir

7 pm Lenten Study

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

Messenger pickup
8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship;
Baptism
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship

5

Fri

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

16

29

Thu

10

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am SS
10:30 Semi-Annual
Meeting
11:15 am
Fellowship
2:00 pm SWIFT
TOWN
3:00 pm SWIFT
FORUM

7 pm Finance,
Fireside

Wed

3

6:00 pm Bunco

8:30 am Adult
Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday
School
10:30 am
Fellowship
10:45 am
Christian Ed.
Meeting

15

Tue

24

25

26

11 am Bible
Study Peace
Village

Rummage Sale
Setup

Rummage Sale
Setup

Messenger
Helpers

7 pm Choir

7 pm Lenten
Study

30

31
11:00 am Bible
Study Peace
Village
7 pm Lenten
Study
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Rummage Sale
Setup

9-3 Rummage
Sale

