
1             

Messenger of Peace  
PEACE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 
10300 West 131st Street 

Palos Park, IL 60464 
www.pmcucc.org   

Growing Together in Peace

 

________________________________________________  ______           _______________

 

February, 2010                                                                                     VOL. CIV No. 1

 

Lenten Schedule 2010 
Ash Wednesday  

Communion Services 
February 17 

11:00 a.m. Fireside 
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary  

Midweek Wednesday Nights 
Supper 6:30 p.m. 

Lenten Services 7:30 p.m.  

February 24  

March 3  

March 10  

March 17  

March 24  

March 28  Palm Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
Choir Presentation  

Maundy Thursday  April 1 
Communion 

11 a.m. Peace Residences 
2:00 p.m. Peace Village 

7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary  

Good Friday  April 2 
Tennebrae 

7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary  

Easter Sunday  April 4 
7:30 Worship 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

Super Bowl Subs 

The PMC Yout h ar e 
selling sub sandwiches 
t o suppor t t h i s 
summer s mission t r ips.  
Or der on Sunday in Zion 
Hall or call t he chur ch 
of f ice.  Pick up will be in 
Zion Hall af t er Chur ch 
on Febr uar y 7, 2010
Super Bowl Sunday. 

Treat 
Your 
Sweet at 
Our  

Parisian 
Café

 

Chez Peace

 

For a Valentine  
Dinner 

Saturday, 
February 13th  

Hors D oeuvres, 
Dinner, Dessert and 

Mingling starts at 
6 p.m. 

In the Narthex 
Reservations Required 

$60/couple 
Dinner catered by 

David Jenson 

http://www.pmcucc.org
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Passover Seder Meal and Presentation 
When:   March 14, 2010 
Where:  PMC Zion hall 
Time:   11:00am 
Leader:  Dr. William Bean (Pastor Todd s father) 

Ash Wednesday 
Services 

Please join us on Febru-
ary 25 at one of our Ash 
Wednesday Communion 

Services:  

11:00 a.m. Fireside  

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

Elmhurst Thank 
You 
Sarah Stallard of Algonquin, Illinois is 
the recipient of the Peace Memorial 
Church Scholarship for the 2009-10 
academic year at Elmhurst College.  
She is a junior English major and hopes 
to work as a freelance writer after 
graduation.  She loves the small class 
sizes Elmhurst offers and the individual 
attention from her professors.  Sarah 
received $300 from this scholarship. 

2009 Statements of 
Giving 
Due to a computer error, any 
donat ions made to Building on 
Our Visions did not show on the 
2009 statement .  If you con-
t ributed to this fund, you will 
receive a corrected statement 
in the mail. 

Women s Retreat 
There will be a Women s Retreat in 
late spring.  Watch the Messenger/
Bullet in for more dates and 
information. 

 

Peace Memorial Child Care Center 

Open Registration 
February 8th - February 25th 

(708) 448-1216 
Call or stop by for a tour of our facility! 
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The Rev Sez

 
By Gordon H. Reif, Associate Pastor 

THE SERIOUS CALL TO ADULTS TO KNOW 
WE ARE GOD S CHILDREN! 
   Romans 8:16...Paul declares to the adults he was writing to: 

GOD S SPIRIT MAKES US SURE THAT WE ARE HIS 
CHILDREN.

    
How do you feel about, and respond to, these words

especially if you describe yourself as an adult?    
Paul s words declare something RADICALLY DIFFERENT 

from the self-image most of us (adults) have of ourselves.    
He says that we are CHILDREN, sons and daughters of the 

God Who is God!    
Again: how do you feel about that declaration? 

 

honestly! 

 

Just maybe 

 

when 
Paul says that Christians are God s children:  maybe we are repelled, of-
fended...We re not CHILDREN, we re ADULTS!   This is no child s sandbox we live 
in, 24-7!  We re ADULTS of the world, not

 

CHILDREN of God!  World-wise, capa-
ble, self-controlled:  THAT S what we are!...or at least that s what we want people to 
THINK we are ..But:  just suppose with me that what Paul said was TRUE.  Sup-
pose we (adults) are CHILDREN of God.    

If we do that ( and I really hope we will! ) we will learn 

 

or re-learn some 
BASIC DISCOVERIES about ourselves

    

We will discover, first, that we are INCOMPLETE, UNFINISHED SYMPHONIES.  
Paul s definition of ADULTS being CHILDREN if we accept it means WE 
HAVE A LOT OF GROWING UP TO DO.  No adult, as long as he, or she, lives and 
breathes, is A FINISHED, COMPLETE, PERFECT, PRODUCT.  No adult is TO-
TALLY MATURE.  YOU aren t.  I M not.  Not

 

even

 

close.    
Also, like children, we adults are:  IMPETUOUS.  I m not sure that s the right, ac-

curate word but:  if you and I look ( REALLY look! ) at some of the events in 
our lives about which we (SHOULD) feel bad some of our poor judgments, disloy-
alties, the times we have erred and strayed like lost sheep ( as the Bible puts it
) we ll discover that those things happened, often, because: we acted hastily, impul-
sively, even angrily.  How very true it is:  We ADULTS often find ourselves in trou-
ble BECAUSE we don t always think of the CONSEQUENCES of our ACTIONS.  
Not that we CAN T think:  we just DON T.  We ACT, first:  later

 

(maybe) we 
THINK- - and THAT is a sure RECIPE FOR TROUBLE .    

Also: A CHILD ( what each of us ADULTS is )is very HURTABLE ( there 
may not be such a word, but you know its meaning! ).  As children become adults, 
unfortunately they don t cry so much ( on the outside ), but the feelings are still 
there.  The feelings may be almost buried , but: they re still there.  I wonder how 
many of us are a great deal more hurtable that we let on .  How fragile, how break-
able, we adults are, so much of the time!  How easily we get hurt; how easily we can 
(and do) hurt another person! 
   Well I see I have gone on too long again.    

Still:  with all our WISDOM and ADULTHOOD and MATURITY, we so often 
BEHAVE, as CHILDREN.  When we are CHILDISH, such behavior can be our 
GREATEST TROUBLE.  When we are CHILDLIKE, such behavior can be our 
GREATEST VIRTUE.  That explains why there is too much TROUBLE, not nearly 
enough VIRTUE, in the lives of many adults. 
   Brothers and sisters:  we have a  Father.  God loves us BEYOND ALL OUR DE-
SERVING.  He loves us, in spite of our INCOMPLETENESS and IMPULSIVE-
NESS or HURTABLE QUALITIES.  He loves us because of those CHILDLIKE 
CHARACTERISTICS the most mature of us pursue so earnestly.    

All of us, His adults, really are HIS CHILDREN ( as are the precious little ones 
among us ); and OUR INHERITANCE from God our Father 

 

THROUGH 
CHRIST 

 

is ETERNAL LIFE, ABUNDANT LIFE, starting NOW, lasting FOR-
EVER. 
   I leave you with this challenge: 

(Cont d on page 6) 

Lay Visitation News 
By Vera Bayer    

For many months now I have been 
writing about Barriers to Good 
Listening which is adapted from Lay 
Shepherding by Rudolph E. Grantham.    

This month I will discuss the sixth 
barrier to good listening which is 
distractions and interruptions.

    
Webster s Dictionary defines 

distraction as anything that draws the 
mind away in another direction . An 
example of this would be to have your 
cell phone turned on during your visit, 
and answering any call that came in.  
Naturally, the message you would be 
giving to the person you are visiting is: 
Nothing is more important than the calls 

coming in on my cell phone.  You, my 
friend, will always

 

be second in 
importance!

    

Another type of distraction would be 
for you to have another appointment on 
your agenda for that day, thus causing 
you to repeatedly look at your watch or 
at a clock on the wall in the person s 
home.  This constant head movement to 
check the time could be very

 

irritating to 
a person that needs your full attention!    

As for examples of interruptions that 
would be barriers to good listening, one 
could be telephone calls coming in to the 
person you are visiting and another one 
would be a television or radio left on by 
the homebound person with an 
annoyingly loud program competing for 
both

 

of your attentions during your visit.    
Perhaps we can learn from this that 

distractions and interruptions are not only 
barriers to good listening when visiting 
the homebound person, but also have the 
same effect within our own family or 
circle of friends.  It might come as a 
delightful surprise to learn that when 
radios, televisions, computers and cell 
phones are turned off when conversing 
and visiting with family members or 
friends, we actually learn

 

more about 
each other s opinions and feelings, and 
can relate to each other on a much deeper 
level.  The result (not surprisingly!) is 
closer relationships, and isn t that what 
we all desire to have with each other?    

Continue giving names of homebound 
church members who might desire a visit 
from a Lay Visitor to Pastors Shana, 
Todd and Gordon, or to me (708) 430-
4624.  They will be assigned a Lay 
Visitor as soon as possible. 
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Dear Pastor

 
A New Column In the PMC Messenger

    
As part of a recent Sunday School lesson, our first and second graders were encouraged to write down questions that they would 

want to ask a pastor.  Their teachers, Ray Kujawa and Michelle Gleisner, thought it would be a great idea to take the lesson a step 
further and asked me to provide written answers back to the children.  I thought it would be fun and educational to share the 
questions and answers with you in this month s Messenger.      

But I would also like to take this teachable moment a step further as well.  On the prayer table in the narthex we will now have a 
Dear Pastor box.  If you have a question about something in the Bible, a practice of the church or just something you have been 

wondering about in relationship to the Christian faith just fill out a Dear Pastor form and we will answer your question to the 
best of our ability in the Dear Pastor column of upcoming Messengers.    

*   *   *   *   * 
Dear Pastor, 
What is Passover? 
From, Amelia Price  

Dear Amelia,     

Passover is a Jewish holiday that celebrates their freedom from almost four hundred years of slavery in Egypt. 
   In Exodus, a book of the Old Testament, we read that Moses went to Pharaoh (the Egyptian King at the time) and asked him to let 
the people of God go free but he refused. It took 10 plagues to convince him, but in the end Pharaoh released the people from 
slavery and let them leave Egypt. But then just when they were about to cross the Red Sea, Pharaoh changed his mind and sent his 
armies after them.  But God helped Moses part the waters of the sea and they were able to pass safely out of Egypt to freedom in 
Israel.  The celebration is called Passover because God helped the people pass over from slavery in Egypt to a new life of 
freedom on their way to the promised land.    

Passover is a family holiday. It starts by cleaning the whole house and sharing a meal called the Seder.  At the Seder meal, 
families sit around a table to eat and retell the story found in Exodus.  On Sunday, March 14, our church will be celebrating a Seder 
meal after worship and you will be learning more about Passover in Sunday School. 
   Blessings, Pastor Shana 

*   *   *   *   * 
Dear Pastor, 
How did God make the earth? 
From, Gavin Sheehan  

 Dear Gavin,  

   The book of Genesis tells the story of how God made the earth.  Genesis is the first book of the Bible and the word Genesis 
literally means beginning.  But did you know there are two creation stories in Genesis?   
   The first is found in chapter one of Genesis.  In this creation story we are told that God created the world in seven stages. 

The first:  God created light 
The second:  God created land 
The third:  God created vegetation (plants, bushes, trees, fruits and vegetables) 
The fourth:  God created the moon and stars 
The fifth:  God created birds of the air and water creatures (fish and the like) 
The sixth:  God created all other animals and humanity 
And on the seventh day:  God created the Sabbath or a day of rest 

What is beautiful about the first creation story is that after God creates something the Bible says, And God saw that it was good.   
To me this reminds us that EVERYTHING that is created by God is loved by God and full of worth.   
    The second creation story is found in chapter 2 of Genesis.  In this creation story we are told that humanity was created to be in 
relationship with God.  The imagery of verses 6 and 7 of Genesis 2 are wonderful.  They say, But a mist went up from the earth 
and watered the whole face of the ground then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life and man became a living being.   This means the breath of God or the spirit of God is in each of us.  By this 
breath or spirit we are forever connected to God, because we are God s own creation.  

 Blessings, Pastor Shana  

(Cont d on page 5) 
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Dear Pastor 
(cont d from page 4)  

Dear Pastor, 
How old is God? 
From, Maddy Clarke  

Dear Maddy,     

The Bible does not tell us how old God is, but does tell us that God is the creator of everything.  It says that God was there in the 
beginning.  The first book of the Bible, Genesis tells us the creation story.  Genesis 1, verses 1 through 2 say, In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was on the face of the deep and the 
Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.

 

   God, our Creator, has existed since the beginning of time.  I read recently that scientists and geologists (those who study the rocks 
and land) had figured out an equation to answer the question of how old is the earth.  Their answer was 4.54 billion years old.  
Well, I figure since God was definitely there at the beginning of earth creation, God is at least 4.54 billion years old.  Maybe older!!   
   God has lived forever and will live forever.  And that is a long, long time. 
   Blessings, Pastor Shana 

*   *   *   *   * 
Dear Pastor, 
How old is Jesus?  Can you respond? 
From, Jeffery Korbitz  

Dear Jeffery,     

Jesus was born in Bethlehem when King Herod was in power.  He grew up with parents, Mary and Joseph, and his brothers and 
sisters in Nazareth. (The Bible doesn t tell us how many siblings Jesus had, but it does tell us that Jesus had brothers and sisters.  
Many families were quite large in Jesus day.)    

Little is known of Jesus' childhood and youth. But most scholars (those who study the Bible and the history of Israel in great 
depth) believe Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the year A.D. 28 or 29.  After his baptism, Jesus began his ministry of 
preaching and teaching with the help of the disciples who followed him.    

But did you know Jesus and his disciples only traveled and worked together for 3 ½ years?   Most people think Jesus died when 
he was about 33 years old.      

Did you also know that after Jesus birth, the world started a new numbering system to figure out the years?  It was called anno 
domino which is Latin for the year of the Lord.  According to this numbering system, today we are in the year 2010 A.D.  And so if 
Jesus was still living today he would be 2010 years old!! 
  Blessings, Pastor Shana 

*   *   *   *   * 
Dear Pastor, 
Did Mary and Joseph travel a long distance when Jesus was born? 
From, Lauren Gaydos  

Dear Lauren,     

Mary and Joseph did have to travel quite a distance before Jesus was born.  Both Mary and Joseph were from Nazareth, a little 
town in Israel.  But the government was calling for a census.  A census is sort of like a teacher taking attendance in class. It was to 
help the government know how many people were living in each town.      

Bethlehem was a bigger town and the place where the census was taking place, so Joseph needed to travel there to register his 
family.  Since Mary was almost ready to give birth to Jesus, he did not want to leave her in Nazareth as he traveled, so they all went 
together.    

The distance between Nazareth to Bethlehem is about 120 miles.  If you were traveling by car this would only take you two hours 
to get there.  But remember there were not cars, trains or airplanes in Jesus day, so his parents had to walk there.  It probably took 
them at least 5 days if they walked 8 hours a day--up to a week if they walk less then 8 hours a day.    

When they got there all of the inns were full of travelers who had also come to Bethlehem to register their families for the census.  
This is why the innkeeper was not able to give them a room inside, but let them stay in the animal stable where Jesus was born. 
   Blessings, Pastor Shana  

(Cont d on page 6) 
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The Rev Sez

 

(Cont d from page 3) 
If you really

 

want to understand what I 
have tried to share in this clumsy Rev 
Sez sit down and read, ever so ear-
nestly, THE BOOK OF I JOHN.  Read 
it.

 

Live it.

 

Believe it.   
      Gordon H. Reif,   

Associate Pastor 

Dear Pastor 
(cont d from page 5)  

Dear Pastor, 
When did Jesus die? 
From, Devin Sheehan  

Dear Devin,     

Jesus was very young when he died.  Most scholars (those who study the Bible and the history of Israel in great depth) believe 
he might have only been 33 years old when he did.  In fact, they also believe he only preached for 3 ½ years.  During that short 
span of time, he also only traveled in the country of Israel (this is why Israel is called the Holy Lands).  But his message of God 
and God s love is timeless.    

Today in every country there are people who believe Jesus was Emmanuel (God with us).  They believe Jesus was the incar-
nation (which means God in flesh). And they know Jesus made it possible for them to more fully know and understand how to 
have a personal relationship with God. 
   Today there are over 2 billion people who believe and follow the teachings of Jesus Christ.  At Peace Memorial Church, we 
believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior and we hope to continue his mission and ministry through the study of the Bible, 
prayer, worship and helping those in need.  Through us, the presence and impact of Jesus lives on when we live out his message 
of God s love in our words, thoughts and deeds. 
   Blessings, Pastor Shana 

*   *   *   *   * 
Dear Pastor, 
How many disciples are there? 
From, Elise Signore   

Dear Elise,  

   The word disciple means one who believes and helps to spread the teachings of another.  The disciples we read about in the 
New Testament are those who believed Jesus was the Son of God and traveled with Jesus to help spread his teachings about 
God and God s love to people.  According to the Bible, there were 12 disciples who were called by Jesus to follow, listen, obey 
and spread the word.  
Jesus' disciples were:  
1.) Simon (whom Jesus named Peter)  2.) Andrew  
3.) James     4.) John  
5.) Philip     6.) Bartholomew  
7.) Matthew     8.) Thomas  
9.) James, son of Alphaeus   10.) Simon who was called the Zealot  
11.) Judas, son of James    12.) Judas Iscariot.   

But did you know that in the Bible (Acts 1:13) we are told that after Judas died, a replacement was chosen? The 11 disciples 
that were still living picked Matthias as a replacement making their number 12 again.  
Today, Jesus has countless disciples.  Anyone who believes that Jesus is God s son and believes that they are called by Jesus 
to follow, listen, obey and spread the Good News of God s love is a disciple.  At Peace Memorial Church that is our whole 
goal--to make disciples of as many people as we can!!    

Blessings, Pastor Shana  

On the Lighter Side

 

   The villager on his first trip to the city was waiting at a bus stop one morn-
ing.  After some hesitation he asked a woman, Which bus should I take for 
Mahim?

    

Bus Number 177, the woman replied, and caught the next bus.    
The same evening, the woman got off a bus at the same stop and found the 

villager still waiting.  Didn t you get the bus to Mahim? she exclaimed.    
Not yet, he said wearily.  so far 168 busses have come and gone eight 

more before mine arrives.

 




