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Growing Together in Peace

  

In addition to the upcoming changes in worship, Sunday School and the 
aesthetics of our space, we will be launching a new promotional 
campaign to generate enthusiasm and excitement that we hope will be 
contagious.  
    Church growth studies have shown that the most effective way to 
expand a church s membership and ministries is through word of mouth.  
Most people become involved in a church as a result of being personally 

invited or by hearing something positive about others experiences and how the church has made an 
impact in their lives.  Jesus himself knew this and as he commanded believers of every generation 
to, go and make disciples

 

(Matthew 28:19) by spreading the good news of Jesus Christ in the 
world.   
To encourage a contagious spirit of enthusiasm and excitement, we have created a tag line which 

will be used with the new promotional campaign at PMC:   

Growing Together in Peace

   

To grow together in peace means to love God and to love each other.  Jesus once said that the core 
of a godly life is to love the Lord your God with all of your heart with all of your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength and love your neighbor as yourself.  (Mark 12: 30-31)  Here at 
Peace Memorial Church we strive to care for one another s spiritual growth and physical well being.  
So we believe  Growing Together in Peace is a great way to describe who we are and what 
we do well as a church.  This is also the good news that we have to share with others who need a 
place to grow together in Christian love.   

As a part of the promotional campaign you will see tangible  
signs which communicate the theme Growing Together in 
Peace.  These items will include pole banners for the parking 
lot, a banner for the wooden structure in front of the church 
and some free standing banners for the narthex.   

http://www.pmcucc.org
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...fruits of our labor    
I am compelled to talk to you all about the exciting and 

wonderful summer this is going to be for our church.    
We often talk to one another about, when is this going to 

happen , when are we changing this , who s taking care of 
that . The trustees, consistory, Pastors Shana, Todd, and 
Gordon have been working diligently to come up with ways to 
bring our church into a position that will give us a fresh, and 
exciting new look. 
   Growing Together in Peace

 
is our new tag line. You may 

have already noticed new banners in the church, along the 
drive, in and on the front street post. We have had a storied 
history of moments when our church needed to decide whether 
to continue along currant paths or veer onto a path that was 
new and unknown. We have not been afraid to try new things. 
I recall a saying from and old friend, It is not change that is 
the issue; it s the resistance to it. This congregation has 
seemed to overcome those fears of change time and time again. 
You have supported these moments with volunteering your 
time, funding projects and vocally exercising you support with 
great excitement. Personally, and if I could speak for the 
leadership of the church, the fruits of our labor are coming to 
reality this year.    

I could not think of a more busy summer than the one we as 
a church will experience this year. Our C.R.E.W build, VBS, 
visioning retreat, Peace Community Fest, Rally Day, October 
Fest are but a few events that will fill our summer and early 
fall.    

Our Aesthetics Committee has finalized their selections for 
the flooring in the Narthex and sanctuary. Work will begin in 
early July and be complete in about a two week period. In 
September we will begin our transition to a blended service 
featuring our excellent choir complemented with live 
instrumental music. New audio and visual systems will allow 
our congregation and Pastors to be more interactive. This will 
also allow our homebound or those persons unable to attend 
services to get DVD s of our services or go on line to view or 
listen at their leisure.    

I have had the pleasure of working with all our ministries 
more intensely this year. I can say with great confidence that 
the covenant we share with our ministries grows stronger every 
day. I also take this opportunity to congratulate Harvey 
Leffring on his taking over the CEO position at Peace Village. 
I wish him nothing but good wishes and look forward to great 
happenings in one of our churches greatest ministry.    

I am excited to know that we continue to look forward with 
lessons from our past. The leadership spends tireless hours for 
this church. Always asking themselves what is best for my 
family, none more than our Pastors. So next time you would 
like to know what is going on in our family ask a trustee or a 
consistory member and do not be afraid to talk to our pastors. 
They welcome you in with open arms just as we should 
welcome them as our spiritual guides and trusted leaders.   

Vince Sammartano 
Peace Memorial Church UCC Trustee President 

Mary Lou Skala helping to model at the Women s Tea 
(see article on page 4) 

What is the Anniversary  
Committee? 
By Joanne Bockmann    

As what might be considered a newer member of Peace 
Memorial Church and the Church historian, I was amazed by all 
the missions both inside and outside the church throughout the 
life of the church.  While making attempts to organize the 
history of the church I noticed that celebrating the history, the 
who, what, where, when and how of Peace Memorial Church 
were all documented.  There may have been smaller 
celebrations like confirmation every year or large celebrations 
like the 80th, 85th and 100th anniversary of the church. What 
appears to be the most memorable celebration was the move 
from Chicago to Palos Park and the number of members that 
stayed with the church through this move and for years after.    

Over the years since the move we have been noticing a 
decline in active members. How can we peak the interest in the 
confirmands who have not stayed, how can we get those that 
are not active in the church more active?  These are question 
that are currently being addressed by consistory and trustees.  
What we felt we could do in this aspect is to work on the next 
big celebration.  In October of 2011, Peace Memorial Church 
will celebrate 125 years of worship, from the humble 
beginnings of German worship at 1209 W 47th St Chicago in 
1886, to the current celebrations at 10300 W 131st St Palos 
Park.    

The celebration concept for 2011 is 125th 

ANNIVERSARY/ALL CONFRIMATION RENUION and the 
committee, Pam Cornyn, Lynda Junge, Charlotte McCarthy, 
Nadine Powers, Cindy White, and myself, Joanne Bockmann, 
started fundraising in 2007 to help reduce the cost to ALL who 
choose to attend.  We have booked DiNolfo s Banquets in 
Mokena and will be looking into music next year.  In looking to 
bring as many confirmands and current parishioners together, 
we are trying to keep the cost of entry down and the best way 
for this is through fundraising.  We will be inviting all the 
confirmation classes and current members to come and 
celebrate the Faith, Love, and Family of Peace Memorial 
Church.  We want everyone to see how the church has grown 
and continue to grow with the new missions inside and outside 
the church.  The committee hopes that you will continue to 
show support to all the fund raising activities being presented to 
the best of your abilities. 
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Vacation Bible School 2009  
We re inviting all children to be a part of the excitement at our Vacation 
Bible School, CAMP E.D.G.E.: EXPERIENCE + DISCOVER GOD EVERY-

WHERE.  

   At CAMP E.D.G.E., your children 
will join an extreme camp adventure 
where they will come to know that 
their strength and might come from 
God.  

   Extreme Bible treks will introduce 
them to Bible characters who have 
experienced and discovered God in 
many ways. Kids will learn an 
E.D.G.E. Pledge with each story to 

encourage them to live on the E.D.G.E. every day.    

Your children will extend their learnings through every activity: mak-
ing their own special memories at the Art Apex, singing new music at 
Music Max, experiencing science activities at Exploration Ridge, partici-
pating in recreational activities at the Rec Plex, and enjoying tasty 
snacks at the Snack Express.   

Come enjoy this extreme adventure on August 3 through Friday, August 
7, from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 

Lay Visitation News 
By Vera Bayer    

For some time now, I have been writing 
about Don ts for Visitors when visiting 
a homebound person.  Starting this month 
I will be writing about Barriers to Good 
Listening , which is adapted from Lay 
Shepherding by Rudolph E. Grantham.  
Perhaps we can all take some of the advice 
given and apply it to our own

 
situations 

when speaking with others.    
The first barrier to listening is (perhaps 

s u rp r i s i ng l y! ) l anguage i t s e l f . 
Unfortunately, words do not always mean 
the same thing to two different people.  
When you hear a spoken word, you 
immediately picture in your mind 
something that is based on a memory 
concerning that word.  For example, if I 
use the word dog , you will perhaps think 
of your own sweet-tempered dog or a 
childhood memory of having fun with a 
family dog.  But what if you were bitten 
by a dog in the past, and are very leery of 
even being near any dog you see?  
Obviously, you would tense up when the 
word dog is used in the conversation 
you re in, and not listen attentively to what 
is being said about that particular dog.    

Another barrier to understanding 
language when visiting a homebound 
person is that the visited person may be a 
generation or two removed from the 
generation you

 

are in.  This means that 
experiences the homebound person has 
had may be much different from those you

 

had or are having now.  Customs and 
values from years ago, and words used in 
referring to them may seem old 
fashioned to you and thus lose their 
original meaning for you. This is where 
you have to be sensitive to other indicators 
of what is meant by the words being used.  
For example, what does the voice 
inflection, body language, and face 
features of the person talking indicate 
about what is really being meant

 

by the 
words being said?    

True understanding of words used is 
extremely important for good listening.  
Only then can we respond correctly with 
the words we

 

use and slowly build a 
meaningful relationship with the 
homebound person.    

Continue giving names of homebound 
church members who might desire a visit 
from a Lay Visitor to Pastors Shana, Todd 
and Gordon, or to me (708) 430-4624.  
They will be assigned a Lay Visitor as 
soon as possible. 

The Rev Sez

 
By Gordon H. Reif, Associate Pastor 

How

 
Old

 
Are

 
You, Anyway?!    

Don t ask me why but, on occasion, I sort-of like to look at 
epitaphs that can be found in just about any cemetery.  Those 
epitaphs tell us interesting things about the way deceased per-
sons are remembered.    

A strange epitaph marks the grave of a man named John 
Evans in Indiana.  

JOHN EVANS 
BORN 1850, DIED 1915 

AGE, 2 YEARS     

The  older man felt that he only truly lived for two years, the years after he began to 
serve others in the name of Jesus Christ.  Only these two years were years of hope.  
Therefore, he left orders that on his tombstone they should not AGE, 2 YEARS.

    

How do you feel about that?  How old are you anyway?    
Does your life reflect the hope and joy of living for Christ?  Do you show the hope 

Christ brings as the most alive part of you?  The Apostle Paul considered that his 
life took on hope only when he knew Jesus Christ.  He wrote, ...I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me (Galations 2:20).  Life for him and for you begins only 
when Christ lives in your life!    

Someone has put it this way:  Life with Christ is an endless hope, without Him a 
hopeless end.    

Gordon H. Reif,    
Associate Pastor 




