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New Hymnal  
Dedication June 7 
The new hymnal will be intro-
duced into the worship service.  
The deadline to purchase hymnals 
has been extended to Sunday, 
May 31.  For a $20 donation you 
can have a hymnal dedicated in 
memory or in honor of someone. 
The inside of the hymnal will 
have who the hymnal is dedicated 
to as well as who gave the gift. 
The forms are on the information 
desk in the narthex. 

Peace Village to Celebrate  
20th Anniversary 

On Sunday, June 14th, immediately after the 9:30 a.m. 
worship service concludes everyone is invited to the 
Grewe Center at Peace Village for a rededication of Peace 
Village and a celebration of this vital and enriching minis-
try of Peace Memorial Church.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

Graduates to be  
Honored 
On Sunday, June 7 we will be 
honoring all our graduates during 
the morning worship service.   

Vacation Bible School 2009  
We re inviting all children to be a part of 
the excitement at our Vacation Bible 
School, CAMP E.D.G.E.: EXPERIENCE + 
DISCOVER GOD EVERYWHERE.  

   At CAMP E.D.G.E., your children will 
join an extreme camp adventure where 
they will come to know that their strength 
and might come from God.  

   Extreme Bible treks will introduce them 
to Bible characters who have experienced and discovered God in many 
ways. Kids will learn an E.D.G.E. Pledge with each story to encourage 
them to live on the E.D.G.E. every day.    

Your children will extend their learnings through every activity: mak-
ing their own special memories at the Art Apex, singing new music at 
Music Max, experiencing science activities at Exploration Ridge, partici-
pating in recreational activities at the Rec Plex, and enjoying tasty 
snacks at the Snack Express.   

Come enjoy this extreme adventure on August 3 through Friday, August 
7, from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 

http://www.pmcucc.org
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Choir News 
Jack Sulouff came to us a few months back to tell us confidentially he would be resigning as the Choir Director of Peace Memorial 
Church sometime after the Easter season.   We are now able to announce to you as well as the congregation of his decision.  The 
reason he gave for his resignation was his desire to spend more time with his family.  He emphasized to us personally and to the 
choir that his decision was in  no way influenced by the new direction the church is taking.  His last Sunday with us will be Sunday 
August 23, 2009.  We will have a special farewell worship service as well as a reception for Jack and his family.  If you would like to 
make a donation towards a gift for Jack, please turn the donation into the church office.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to talk to one of the Pastors or Jack.  Please keep PMC in your thoughts and prayers as we put a search committee together to find a 
new choir director.  At this time, any recommendations for a new choir director should be made to the Pastors or Trustees.  
Following is a personal letter from Jack:          Pastor Shana and Pastor Todd 
Friends,     

I can t believe I have been at Peace Memorial for almost 10 years now. Where does the time go? As all of you have probably 
heard by now I have tendered my resignation as your Choir Director affective at the end of this summer. This is something I have 
been thinking about for some time and feel this would be the best time not only for me and my family but also for Peace Memorial 
Church.    

The competing forces in my own life over the last few years have left me feeling that I no longer am able to give 100% to Peace 
Memorial Church. The growing pressures and time commitment of my job, the needs of two teenage daughters and my mother s 
aging have kept me from devoting the energy and commitment to what I do here at PMC and yet these are all important elements in 
my life that I must address.    

This decision was not an easy one for me to make. The choir, congregation and leadership here over the past 10 years have become 
true friends to both me and my family. You have been a true pillar for me in the rough times and a partner in celebration. I feel 
blessed to be able to take with me a friendship that I know will continue. Thank you all for this.    

Over the past two years I have seen Peace make what I believe to be some great decisions for the future of God s church and the 
future of this congregation. I cannot say enough about the spirit and loving faithfulness of both Pastor Todd and Pastor Shana. They 
have supported me in every way and more importantly are taking steps to help this church and its people grow in faith and 
excitement to the Lord.    

Please believe me when I say I will miss the work I do at the church tremendously. I will miss the relationships I have made. I will 
miss the devotion that I have witnessed. I will miss you all.    

This is a new and exciting time for Peace Memorial Church with new opportunities for praise and worship being addressed even 
now. I am confident that the God s presence will continue to thrive here forever and ever. Thank you.   

 Jack Sulouff    
 Choir Director 

Fear Not

 

   Several months ago during my prayer time, I fully heard the message of those words.  To 
you and your congregation, I say to you, Fear not.  In the Bible, it is said 366 times.  One for 
each day of the year and one for leap year.     

What a wonderful blessing and challenge it would be to truly wrap our minds and our hearts 
around those words for an entire year.  I immediately thought of the messages in a fortune 
cookie.  In my house when we finish a very satisfying meal of cashew chicken, sesame chicken 

and crab rangoon and when we are filled to the gills, there is one more morsel that we must partake of before the meal is  complete--
the fortune cookie.      

There they sit in the middle of the table, waiting to be chosen, waiting to reveal the promise of what good fortune will come our 
way.  Like the host at Eucharist we gently crack open the cookie at the center.  Inside is the word, the blessing, the verse that we 
carry with us into the next day and might even post on a bulletin board or the bathroom mirror. 

   The Word waiting to be revealed.  I imagine literally creating 366 strips of papers with the words Fear not in 

bold 26 font to be placed in a bowl, a basket or any other vessel worthy of bearing such good news.  I imagine in the homes of the 
members of Peace Memorial Church, people at one point in the day, reaching in, unfolding that piece of paper and being reminded 
again of this powerful simple message.  The Word for the day.    

The transforming and renewing of our minds through two simple words Fear not.  What incredible connections far beyond any 
of our knowings, understandings or imaginations could be made when these words become immersed in our souls, our minds or very 
beings.  Prophetic ponderings. Advent moments. Epiphany enlightenments. Prophetic ponderings.  Desert sustenance.  Lenten 
longings.  Good Friday fears.  Resurrection riddles.  Spirit stirrings.  Pentecost empowerings.  And Ordinary opportunities.   
   Fear not.

  

As your pastors, our deepest prayer is that God will help all of us here at Peace Memorial Church to understand the 
power of these holy words and to be so inspired by them that we will boldly live out our faith every day.   

Blessings,    
Pastor Shana 
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Lay Visitation News 
By Vera Bayer    

This month s Don t s for Visitors , 
taken from a handout I received, is 
Don t preach or moralize.    
Sometimes it is very tempting when 

visiting a homebound person, to think of 
ourselves as a personal missionary to

 
that person.  We somehow feel it is our 
duty to give that person a capsule 

version of a worship service, since they 
are unable to attend church weekly as we 
do.  We put ourselves in the roll of a 
minister, and try to preach on Christian 
beliefs and why they are good for us.  
This is called moralizing , and it

 

never

 

works!    
When is the last time you

 

changed your 
beliefs because someone told you it was 
good for you to do so?  Don t you have 
to admit that we only grow in our faith 
when we share with others personal 
stories that tell them the difference it has 
made in our lives to accept Jesus Christ 
as our personal Savior, and to know that 
the Holy Spirit is always there to guide 
us, comfort us, and encourage us in our 
daily lives?    

Always keep in mind when visiting a 
homebound person that it just might be 
you who will learn something new about 
your Christian faith after your visit.  
Having to deal with limitations that come 
as a result of aging or disease, brings a 
perspective to the human condition and 
the ultimate meaning of life that cannot 
come by any other way.  This means that 
you

 

will most likely be the learner during 
a visit with the homebound, and many 
times come away with a new sense of 
what it means to be a Christian, even 
when in the valley of the shadow .  And 
to think that the homebound person 
didn t even have

 

to preach or moralize to 
make the lesson you learned so clear and 
easy to understand!    

Are you aware of any homebound 
church members that might like to have a 
Lay Visitor come to see them?  If so, 
give their names to Pastors Shana, Todd, 
and Gordon, or to me (708) 430-4624.  
We will make sure they have a Lay 
Visitor as soon as possible. 


