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Lenten Schedule 2010  

Midweek Wednesday Nights 
Supper 6:30 p.m. 

Lenten Services 7:30 p.m.  

March 3  

March 10  

March 17  

March 24  

March 28  Palm Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
Choir Presentation  

Maundy Thursday  April 1 
Communion 

11 a.m. Peace Residences 
2:00 p.m. Peace Village 

7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary  

Good Friday  April 2 
Tennebrae 

7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary  

Easter Sunday  April 4 
7:30 a.m. Worship in 

Fireside 
8:30 a.m. All Church  

Easter Breakfast 
Free of Charge 

Signup at the Information Desk 
*** 

9:30 a.m. Festival Worship in 
Sanctuary 

Irish Lunch Served  
Sunday March 21 

Hosted by the Youth of Peace Memorial Church 
Serving will begin at 11:00 a.m. consisting of 

salad, corned beef, cabbage, carrots, Irish potatoes,  
Irish soda bread, and dessert.  

Tickets will be  
$8 for adults  
$7 for seniors  

$6 for children 12 and under.    

Tickets will be on sale in Zion Hall 
and will be available in the church office during the 
week. All profits for the event will go towards the  

youth mission trips. 

Semi-Annual  
Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, March 7, 2010 
following the 9:30 a.m.  

worship service. 

http://www.pmcucc.org
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DEAR PASTOR

 
A New Column In the PMC 

 
Messenger 

  
On the prayer table in the narthex we will now have a Dear Pastor box.  If you have a question about 

something in the Bible, a practice of the church or just something you have been wondering about in 
relationship to the Christian faith just fill out a Dear Pastor form and we answer your question to the 
best of our ability in the Dear Pastor column of upcoming Messengers.   

  

 *******************************************************************************************************   

Dear Pastor, 
What is Ash Wednesday? And why do people wear smudge marks on their foreheads?                                             
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, a season of reflection, observed by many Christians. On Ash Wednesday, 
worshippers attend services at which they receive ashes on their foreheads. During our Ash Wednesday services here 
at Peace Memorial Church, those who wish to receive the imposition of ashes will be invited up to up to the altar.  A 
pastor will then make a sign of the cross on the forehead of the worshipper, saying "Remember that you are dust and 
to dust you shall return."   

Where do the ashes come from?  
The ashes consist of burned palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday service. The ashes are consecrated (blessed) 
by a pastor during the worship service.  

Why do people receive ashes?  
Ashes are viewed throughout Christian history as a symbol of humility and sacrifice for those who wear them. In 
earlier times, Christians who committed serious sins did public penance. As part of this, they were sprinkled with 
ashes and required to wear sackcloths. In later years, penitents were also turned away from their place of worship for 
the entire season of Lent until Holy (Maundy) Thursday, by which time they had atoned

 

for their sins. Eventually all 
Christians came to receive ashes in acts of devotion as well.  

How long does Lent last? 
Lent (also referred to as the Great Lent in Orthodox Christian traditions) is the period from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
Sunday (Pascha), and lasts six and a half weeks. The final week of Lent is called Holy Week; during this period, 
observant Christians reflect specifically on the last days of Jesus Christ's life. During Lent, Christians purify 
themselves by praying, fasting, repenting of their sins, and making changes and sacrifices in their lives. 

I encourage you to consider what your Lenten discipline might be.  Think about the ways that you could improve 
your relationship with others, maybe even yourself, but ultimately God.  Pray about it.  Challenge yourself.  And 
discover to enrich your spiritual life this Lent. 

Blessings,   
Pastor Shana 
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The Rev Sez

 
By Gordon H. Reif, Associate Pastor    

ADVICE. That s a very good word - - if the advice given is GOOD advice.  Otherwise - - well, it s NOT 
a good word:  no, it s a very DESTRUCTIVE word.    

ADVICE is something we all get and

 
give.  So we should develop a way of figuring out whether the 

advice that comes into our lives is GOOD - - or of the BAD variety.  Such figuring is not always easy, or 
obvious.  I imagine you have found that out already.  Not being able to determine whether the advice given,  
or received, is in the good or bad category can  
cause enormous pain:  again, you probably know that - - only too well.  I know I do.    

This five letter word comes from two Latin words, ad and vici 

 
and it means toward

 

victory...Think about that...Anything, from any person or source, that leads, guides, helps a person ( or a 
people ) to VICTORIOUS LIVING falls into the category of GOOD ADVICE.  Please take careful note 
of that word, VICTORIOUS - - - not

 

CHEAP, or VULGAR, or SELFISH, or WASTER, or FRIVOLOUS, 
or MEANINGLESS, but: VICTORIOUS.  I m not sure you and I are surrounded by people living victoriously:  I m not sure WE 
are doing that ourselves.    

No person will live a victorious life, all by himself, or herself, alone.  We all

 

need, deeply, the good and gracious influences that 
can come our way - - if we recognize them, welcome them, embrace them, practice them, share them. You and I should be so busy 
discovering and declaring all that is GOOD for us as human beings, we don t have time or place for all that is BAD for us.  I don t 
know that we ARE that busy, but I do know we SHOULD be, we can

 

be - - yes, we MUST

 

be.  Our survival

 

as individuals, as a 
people, as a planet needs to be given its proper focus.    

This GOOD ADVICE matter leads me to PRAYER 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

WORSHIP 

 

CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS 

 

CHURCH 

 

THE LIVING CHRIST 

 

LOVING DISCIPLESHIP.  There s a host of ways we can live victoriously if we center

 

our lives on what really matters and

 

crowd

 

out of our lives all the tempting things that finally tear us down and apart.    
I m getting a little wordy here, so I ll just say:  I think we can each one figure out whether ADVICE, from ANY source, is  

GOOD or BAD for us, by looking at the Number One Question and Answer of our Catechism:  
WHAT IS THE CHIEF END OF MAN?

  

THE CHIEF END OF MAN IS TO GLORIFY GOD AND ENJOY     
HIM FOREVER.

    

You and I have NOT out-grown the basic answer to the basic question of our REASON FOR BEING ALIVE.  This world s 
NIGHTMARES come from not knowing, not living, and not sharing GOD S DREAM for us, as His children, through the 
Crucified, Risen, Living Christ.  I humbly and earnestly ask you to read the item below that comes from another church s 
newsletter ( the UCC in Big Rock, IL ): it declares very well the major thoughts I ve been trying to share:    

I want to thank you most sincerely for GOOD ADVICE I have received during my eight-year journey with you.  THANKS!

 

I 
NEEDED THAT!

 

People Bring People    
Studies indicate that between 70-90% of all new members in any congregation attended worship for the first time because 

someone who attends that church invited them.  The overwhelming truth is that people bring people to Christ.  Church 
buildings do not bring people, good church programs do not make believers, and outstanding Sunday School or excellent 
worship will not by themselves attract people to Christ.    

One of the last things that Jesus said before leaving us to our work is: Go, make disciples  Of all the things he could 
have said as a form of parting advice or encouragement, he said this, Go, make disciples

    

Here s another statistic to ponder:  over 80% of our friends, neighbors, associates, and family are not going to church...yet 
most of them will say that they would go to church if someone would invite them.    

Now we are not normally embarrassed to urge people to go to a doctor when we think they need to, because we feel that 
we re giving advice that s in their best interests.  Why, then, should we hesitate to invite people to visit our worship services?  
What s more in anyone s best interests than a closer relationship with God? 

Pause and Ponder

 

Take Time 
Take time to live, it is the secret of success 
Take time to think, it is the source of poser. 
Take time to play, it is the secret of youth. 

Take time to read, it is the foundation of knowledge. 
Take time for friendship it is the source of happiness. 
Take time for God, it is life s only lasting investment. 
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T he J ourney from B rokenness to Wholeness : 

A L enten S tudy on G od and H uman S uffering   

D uring the Wednesdays in L ent (F ebruary 24 through M arch 24) you are 

invited to  join us for a special L enten S tudy as we seek to explore the ques-

tions of human suffering.   We will gather in the F ireside room at 6:30 p.m. for 

a shared meal with a worship and study time to follow at 7:30 p.m.   

M id Week L enten S chedule

 

Week 1 (F ebruary 24)  O ur B rokenness: T he Reality of H uman S uffering   

Week 2 (M arch 3)  F ree Will:  T he S truggle B elongs to the C reated O rder   

Week 3 (M arch 10)  T he B urden of F ree Will:  S in and S uffering   

Week 4 (M arch 17)  C hrist as the B ridge:  F rom B rokenness to Wholeness   

Week 5 (M arch 24)  T he C hurch:  A C ommunity of S uffering and H ope 
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Lay Visitation 
News 
By Vera Bayer    

This month we will be discussing 
another one of the Barriers to Good 
Listening which is adapted from Lay 
Shepherding

 
by Rudolph E. Grantham.  

This barrier to good listening is, lack 
of privacy .     

I think we are all familiar with how 
lack of privacy affects our ability to 
concentrate on our conversation with 
another person, and manage to get 
much out of it.  If one or more persons 
can hear what is being said by us to the 
person we are visiting, we obviously 
will keep the topics being discussed to 
a more general level and realize that 
personal topics will have to wait for 
another time and place.    

This can often be the case when 
dealing with a homebound person who 
may already have additional problems 
such as hearing impairment and some 
difficulties in keeping focused on the 
subject being discussed.  Lack of 
privacy can especially be apparent 
when the person you are visiting is in a 
healthcare facility, and shares a room 
with another resident.  If the person 
you are visiting is bedridden, the 
person sharing the room will obviously 
hear everything you say to your friend.  
This of course, means that you will 
probably not ask questions of a more 
personal nature, and your friend will 
probably not divulge any problems he 
or she may be having with which you 
could help.  That is why it is always

 

better to make your visit a private one 
by going to a secluded place or room 
out of earshot of any other people.  If 

the person is in bed, you could ask an 
aide to help him into a wheelchair, and 
wheel him into a room not being used.  
This would give you privacy and allow 
you to have a meaningful and 
worthwhile conversation with each 
other.    

Cont i nue gi v i ng names of 
homebound church members who 
might desire a visit from a Lay Visitor, 
to Pastors Shana, Todd and Gordon or 
to me (708) 430-4624.  They will be 
assigned a Lay Visitor as soon as 
possible. 
    

United States Census 2010 
Helpful Information    

With the U.S. Census process beginning, the Better Business Bureau 
(BBB) advises people to be cooperative, but cautious, so as not to become a 
victim of fraud or identity theft.  Census workers have begun verifying the 
addresses of households across the country.  A U.S. Census worker will have 
a badge, a handheld device, a census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidential-
ity notice.  Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering 
their questions.  However, you should never invite anyone you don t know 
into your home.  Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to 
verify address information.  Do NOT give your Social Security number, 
credit card or banking information to anyone, even if they claim they need it 
for the U.S. Census. 
     REMEMBER, NO MATTER WHAT THEY ASK, YOU REALLY 
ONLY NEED TO TELL THEM HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE AT 
YOUR ADDRESS.  While they Census Bureau might ask for basic finan-
cial information, such as a salary range, YOU DON T HAVE TO AN-
SWER ANYTHING AT ALL ABOUT YOUR FINANCIAL SITUA-
TION.  Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or 
in person at home.  However, the Census Bureau  will not contact you by 
email, so be on the lookout for email scams impersonating the Census.  
Never click on a link or open any attachments in an email that are suppos-
edly from the U.S. Census Bureau.  For more information go to 
www.bbb.org. 


